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2,000+ ATTEND PAULDING PUTNAM
MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY AT THE

FORT WAYNE Z00

Economic Development and Key Accounts Coordinator Pe-
ter Niagu uses an energy bike to show the different amounts
of energy it takes to power different light bulbs.

Paulding Putnam hosted
its annual Member Apprecia-
tion Day, with over 2,000
members gathering at the
Fort Wayne Zoo on July 25th
for a day of fun and commu-
nity connection.

Members were treated to
free admission and unlimited
rides on zoo favorites such as
the Sky Safari, Z.0.&O. Rail-
road, Crocodile Creek Adven-
ture Ride, and Endangered
Species Carousel.
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The event began with free
Z00 entrance, starting at 9:00
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Once in-
side the zoo, members were
able to spend the rest of the
day enjoying the unlimited
rides.

At the Parkview Physicians
Group Pavilions in the zoo,
members and their families
were able to speak with Pauld-
ing Putnam staff, try a bike
that generates energy, see the
real dangers of electricity up
close, and enter to win a door
prize.

Congratulations to the fol-
lowing members who won a
prize:

Door prizes:

o Morgan Rappleye of
Continental - Auglaize Canoe
& Kayak prize package

« Randall Lee of Grover
Hill - Van-Del prize package

o William Hitchcock of
New Haven - Pin-A-Rama
prize package

o Anthony Bird of Conti-
nental - Smart TV

$50 Bill Credit winners:

« Darrel Rudolph of Fort
Wayne

« Justin Callahan of Cecil

o John Rosenbrook of
Antwerp

o Jeremy Duling of Ottawa

o Tammy Ramon of Defi-
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Pole Barns - Garages
Room Additions
Roofs - Decks & More

Licensed & Insured
40+ Years of Experience

260-411-2691
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Room Additions + Garages * Roofing
Pole Barns ¢ Decks ¢ Siding & Concrete

Menno Lengacher
260-740-0071
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Licensed & Insured

Doing Quality Work for Over 30 Years!

DELPHOS JEFFERSON FOOTBALL TEAM
TAKES TO THE MAUMEE

Approximately 45 football
players & coaches from
Delphos  Jefferson ~ High
School forded the Maumee
River on July 24th with Upper
Maumee Canoe & Kayak.

They began at the Maumee
River Water Trail, River Mile
99 at Antwerp’s Riverside Vet-

dled to the docking headquar-
ters at Upper Maumee on Rd
192 just outside Antwerp
Ohio. Its a 7 mile trek along
the mighty Maumee River that
can take anywhere from 1%
hours to over three hours. It
just depends on what the
group has in mind when they

The Wildcats use this ca-
noe trip as a training exercise
for a day of team bonding and
learning to depend on each
others’ strengths to overcome
any weaknesses that may arise.

Coach Allen Hollman fa-
cilitated the trip with Louis
Beregszazi, owner of Upper

erans Memorial Park and pad-  venture out onto the water! Maumee Canoe & Kayak.
ymamour  Lmmenee Sl
CHURCH OF GOD

ggEXSMAsNONcl:Rt ICE If you sponsored a flag for BUILD [N 0AKWO00D

Area residents are invited
to enjoy an afternoon of
homemade food and fellow-
ship at the Auglaize Chapel
Church of God Ice Cream So-
cial on Friday, August 14,
from 4:00-6:30 p.m.

The event will feature six
flavors of homemade ice
cream along with a wide vari-
ety of homemade favorites, in-
cluding noodle soup, chili,
potato soup, sandwiches, pie,
cake, coffee, and punch.

The Ice Cream Social will
be held at Auglaize Chapel
Church of God, located at
22652 County Road 60, ap-
proximately 3% miles south of
Oakwood. A free will offering
will be accepted.

PAULDING COUNTY
HISTORY MUSEUM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM

Night at the Museum!
Sponsored by the Black
Swamp Arbor Gleaner Life
Insurance, Tuesday, August
11th at 6:30 p.m. Come early
to browse around the mu-
seum! Doors will open at
5:30 p.m.

Paulding County History
Museum, 600 Fairgrounds
Drive, Paulding.

Join us for an educational
evening playing BLACK
SWAMP TRIVIA!

Plus enjoy a slide show by
Melinda Krick, featuring
historic pictures of Paulding
and Paulding County. Sure
to stir a lot of memories and
discussions!

Popcorn, water and
lemonade will be furnished.

This event is welcome for
all ages! Freewill donations
will be accepted at the door.

All proceeds will go to the
Paulding County History
Museum to assist us in our
Mission:

Preserving the Past for Fu-
ture Generations!

a loved one at the cemetery in
Hicksville this past Memorial
Day, and would like to have
your flag, they will be avail-
able on Wednesday August 5
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at Forest
Home Cemetery on the south
side toward the back.

If you cannot make it then,
please notify the Tribune in
Hicksville and we will make
arrangements to get it to you.

Habitat for Humanity of
Paulding/Van Wert Counties
has opened the application
process for their next build in
Oakwood, Ohio. To apply call
or text 419-789-8902. Qualifi-
cations are on the website at
https://habitatpvw.carrd.co

If you would like to volun-
teer in constructing these
homes, you are welcome to
contact the number above.
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CONCRETE &

EXCAVATING
260-403-3438

» Foundations ¢ Driveways * Stamped
* Patios * Sidewalks * Excavating

Creative Design & Construction LLC.

ROOM ADDITIONS « GARAGES
NEW HOMES & POLE BARNS

BASEMENTS

(Foundation, Walls & Repair,
Waterproofing)

260-403-8949

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

Call for Estimates | creativedesignandconstructionlic.com

“Your Friends
in the flooring
business!”

WE ARE OPEN

STOP IN 8A-5P MONDAY - FRIDAY
TO CHECK OUT OUR SHOWROOM & LATEST
MOHAWK & MANNINGTON RELEASES

Servicing Northwest Ohio ¢ Northeast Indiana
for more than 48 years!

Ph: 419-258-8081
Cell: 419-506-1201

105 N. Main St.
Antwerp, OH 45813
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Community

Calendar

TUE & WED

o Antwerp Comm. Food Pantry
@ Antwerp GMC, 9a-12p

August 3
« Author Alessandra Norden to
Visit @ Defiance Library, 6p

August 4-6
« Focus VBS @ Antwerp First
Baptist Church, 6-8p

August 6
« Blood Drive @ First Church
of Christ, Hicksville, 1-6p

August 8
« Senior Saints Concert @
Headwaters Church, FW, 2p

August 10
« Senior Saints Concert @
Headwaters Church, FW, 2p

August 11
« 1,000 Books Celebration @
Defiance Library, 10:30-11:30a
« Night at the Museum @ PC
History Museum, Paulding, 6:30p

August 12
« Storytime @ Hicksville
Rotary Pavilion, 10:30a

August 13
« Digital Navigation @ Van
Wert Senior Center, 9a-3p

August 14
o Ice Cream Social @ Auglaize
Chapel Church of God,
Oakwood, 4-6:30p

August 18
» PC Democrat Party Meeting
@ Paulding Eagles, 7p

August 19
« Digital Navigation @ PATH
Ctr., Defiance, 10:30-11:30a

@
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PAULDING COUNTY’'S OWN
Add your event to the calendar
info@westbendnews.net
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NEW SIGNS AT THE CEMETERIES

The Paulding Village Cemetery Board of Trustees had new
signs erected at Live Oak Cemetery and the Paulding Memo-
rial Cemetery. The signs will help residents understand the
rules of the cemetery and the date for spring clean-up. Both

cemeteries are located on Emerald Rd. in Paulding.

7 QUESTIONS WITH
KAYLA KIMBLE,
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT

Kayla Kimble, PA-C,
Parkview Physicians Group -
Family Medicine

Kayla Kimble, PA-C, has
joined Parkview Physicians
Group (PPG) - Family
Medicine in Archbold and is
welcoming patients at the
office, 121 Westfield Drive.
She collaborates with Dr. Rick
Yoder in providing high-qual-
ity, compassionate healthcare
for individuals and families.

Kimble graduated from the
University of Toledo, Ohio,
with a bachelor’s degree in bi-
ology. She went on to earn a
masters degree in physician
assistant (PA) studies from
Kettering College, Kettering,
Ohio, completing clinical ro-
tations in a variety of disci-
plines  from  emergency
medicine to pediatrics to or-
thopedics at hospitals and
physician offices in the greater
Dayton area and Lima, Ohio.

Certified by the National
Commission on Certification

of Physician Assistants, she is
a member of the American
Academy of Physician Assis-
tants (AAPA) and the Ohio
Association of Physician As-
sistants (OAPA).

Prior to coming to
Parkview, Kimble served pa-
tients with a network of family
practice and urgent care
offices in southern Michigan
and provided primary care
and employee wellness ser-
vices for a medium-sized
company in Fayette, Ohio.

As a PA, she assesses pa-
tients to diagnose and treat a
wide range of medical condi-
tions. Managing chronic con-
ditions; prescribing medica-
tions and therapy options;
performing well-child,
women’s health, occupational
health and other physical ex-
ams; performing in-office pro-
cedures; administering vacci-
nations and providing patient
education are all part of her
practice.

Q: Where did you grow
up?

A: Delphos, Ohio.

Q: Was there an inspiration
for you to become a physician
assistant (PA)?

A: Yes. My mom is an RN,
and growing up watching her,
I always knew I wanted to
work in the medical field. I
just wasn't sure how I would.
Then, in my early 20s, I was
struggling with my health, and
I met a PA who was able to
help me. She changed my life,
and I decided I wanted to be-
come a PA to help other peo-
ple in that same way.

Q: What motivates or ener-
gizes you in your work?

o Pre-Funding Options
o Cemetery Monuments

Serving You

419-258-5684

419-263-0000

dooleyfuneralhome.com

DOOLEY

== FUNFERAIL HOME
CA e Seory Puneral Pome

e Burial & Cremation - Ceremonies

From Our Ideal Locations
202 W. River Street « Antwerp, OH

5761 State Route 500 « Payne, OH

A: What energizes me is
developing a trusting relation-
ship with patients and finding
out what their goals and moti-
vations are for their health.

Q: How would you de-
scribe your approach to pa-
tient care?

A: My approach is to meet
people where they are. Every
person starts somewhere and
deserves to have someone on
their team working with them
to help make decisions about
their health.

Q: Do you have any areas
of special interest within fam-
ily medicine?

A: T enjoy the variety that
family medicine brings in be-
ing able to see patients who
are 1 week old to 100-plus
years old and every age in be-
tween. It is always a treat to see
newborn babies, though.

Q: What else would you
like people to know about you
as a healthcare professional?

A: T am the mom of a 2-
year-old and a 4-month-old,
and I know how busy life can
get. I am not here to judge but
to help people navigate their
healthcare and prevent illness
when possible.

Q: What activities do you
enjoy when youre away from
the office?

A: Thave two dogs and two
young kids. We enjoy playing
outside and going to the lake
as much as we can. I also enjoy
gardening, keeping chickens
and watching movies.

Office information:

» Appointment scheduling:
Call 419-445-2015.

o Office hours: Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
7:20 am. - 4:00 p.m., and
Wednesday 7:20 - 11:00 a.m.

USDA EXPANDS PAYMENT
LIMITATION AND PAYMENT
ELIGIBILITY PROVISIONS
FOR FARMERS

The US. Department of
Agricultures Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is expanding
payment limitation and pay-
ment eligibility provisions
that affect program payments
including allowing for the eq-
uitable treatment of busi-
ness entities. Additionally,
producers will benefit from
an increased payment limita-
tion for certain programs,
and a broader definition of
farming income that will re-
sult in more exceptions to in-
come limitations.

“The 2026 program year
will be a monumental change
for farmers and ranchers who
can now structure their farm
entities to benefit from the le-
gal protections of certain
business structures without
limiting their access to the
farm safety net” said Bill
Beam, FSA Administrator.

“Producers have had to
make difficult decisions for
far too long when it comes to
structuring their operations.
The administration is proud
to give farmers and ranchers
more options to build and
protect their legacy for gen-
erations to come while re-
ceiving full support from
USDA”

These changes were out-
lined in the Working Families
Tax Cuts Act which provides
a large investment in Ameri-
can agriculture by improving
eligibility = provisions, the
farm safety net, disaster assis-
tance, and price support pro-
grams. USDA previously an-
nounced that this fall,
producers will benefit from
increased reference prices for
major commodities. Today’s
announcement gives produc-
ers more flexibility in struc-

turing their operations and
provides a stronger safety
net.

Payment Eligibility

Starting with the 2026
crop year, for payment eligi-
bility purposes, FSA will treat
applicable limited liability
companies (LLCs) and S-
Corporations (S-Corps), and
other similar entities, as “pass
through entities” Each mem-
ber of the qualified pass-
through entity who meets ac-
tively engaged in farming cri-
teria will help qualify the en-
tity for expanded payments.

Previously, farm opera-
tions that were structured as
an LLC or an S-Corp were
limited to a single payment
limitation, which varies by
program. Now, partnerships,
S-Corps, qualifying LLCs,
and joint ventures or general
partnerships will be treated
the same.

For program year 2026
only, farm operations that are
structured as LLCs or S-
Corps or one of the new
qualified pass-through enti-
ties must file updated farm
operating plans with FSA for
program year 2026 by Sep-
tember 15, 2026. After pro-
gram year 2026, FSA will
continue to use June 1 as the
date for determining owner-
ship interest in an entity. Pro-
ducers who have crop insur-
ance or Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program
coverage should contact their
crop insurance agent or local
FSA office before restructur-
ing their farm operation to
ensure appropriate timing for
restructuring without im-

pacting current insurance
coverage.
Members of qualified

pass-through entities
must provide contributions
and be engaged in farming for
the entity to be considered ac-
tively engaged in farming.

An additional change al-
lows members of all entity
types to receive compensa-
tion for labor and manage-
ment contributions and use
the same contribution to
qualify as “actively engaged in
farming” This update pro-
vides consistent treatment of
member contributions across
all entity types.

Payment Limitation and
Attribution

Payment limitation
changes include an increased
payment limit for the Agri-
culture Risk Coverage (ARC)
and Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) program. Starting
with crop year 2025, the ARC
and PLC payment limit will
increase from $125,000 to
$155,000. This payment limit
will be adjusted going for-
ward annually based on infla-
tion.

Payment limitations are
the maximum amount that a
person or legal entity can re-
ceive for any crop year, di-
rectly or indirectly, through
certain USDA programs. The
same maximum payment
limitation that applied to
joint ventures and general
partnerships will apply to
qualified pass-through enti-
ties.

The policy change to pay-
ment limitation calculations
takes effect beginning with
program year 2026 for all
qualified pass-through enti-
ties.

Average Adjusted Gross
Income

The Working Families Tax
Cuts Act broadened the defi-
nition of farming income to
be more reflective of modern
agricultural business prac-
tices. As a result, diversified

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

Scripture of the Week

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, to those who believe in
His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of

the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God””

— John 1:12-13

DO THIS IN
REMEMBRANCE OF ME

In today's society, it's be-
come so easy to forget where
we came from and how we got
to where we are. We have such
great lives. I know some would
disagree, but I pray that you
would draw nearer to Jesus
Christ and experience the
wonderful life of living every
day in remembrance of Christ
and what He did for us. Re-
membering His broken body
and the precious blood is not
just for communion. It should
reside in our hearts daily.

This call to remembrance
invites believers to reflect on
the life, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. It serves as a re-
minder of the values He em-
bodied—love, sacrifice, and
forgiveness. Observing this
command can take many

forms, from participating in
communal worship to per-
sonal reflection and prayer.

When believers gather to
share bread and wine, they not
only honor the Last Supper
but also strengthen their faith
community. The act becomes
a powerful reminder of the
covenant between God and
humanity, symbolizing hope
and redemption.

In a broader sense, the
phrase encourages us to re-
member Jesus' lessons and
teachings in our everyday
lives. It serves as a call to ac-
tion—urging us to live by His
example and foster compas-
sion and kindness toward oth-
ers.

Ultimately, this phrase is
about maintaining a connec-
tion with faith, reflecting on
our personal beliefs, and act-
ing in ways that align with the
teachings of Jesus. It's an invi-
tation to continuously engage
with Christ and to keep the
essence of His teachings alive
in the world today.

In summary, as Christians,
everything we do should not
be for our own glory but for
the Glory of God. Remember,
because He paid it forward, we
owe it all to Him. So, every-
thing you do, do it in remem-
brance of Jesus. God bless you
and keep you.

Peace & love,

—Pastor Dwayne

producers will not be penal-
ized under USDA’s require-
ments for average adjusted
gross income (AGI).
Producers are exempt
from the $900,000 AGI cap
for conservation and disaster
programs if at least 75% of
their average gross income is
from farming, ranching, or
silviculture, which now in-
cludes agri-tourism, direct-
to-consumer sales, and cer-
tain equipment sales.
Additionally,  qualified
pass-through  entities are

not required to certify com-
pliance with the average AGI
limitation at the entity level.
However, members individu-
ally must meet average AGI
requirements, which is the
same requirement for joint

operations.
More Information
Producers should con-

tact theirlocal FSA county of-
fice for more information or
to update their farm operat-
ing plan by the September 15,
2026, deadline for the 2026
program year.
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INSURANCE

Home o Auto @ Business ® Farm
Life @ Health @ Retirement

Crop Insurance

See us for all your
tnosourance needos

Quality Service

419-258-5511
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antwerpinsurance@mchsi.com
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HIT BY ICE CREAM

Penny For Your Thoughts
By: Nancy Whitaker

In the 70 s Randy Newman
had a hit song called “Short
People” I did not care for the
song at all but I guess it was a
hit anyways.

I have been called names
like Short Stuff, Little Bit,
Shrimp, Pee Wee and a lot
more. Why? Because I have al-
ways been short. Right now I
measure 4'8” and I think I
have reached my full height.

I am not a fan of being
short but have always man-
aged some how. Reaching
cupboards, shelves hanging a
high picture is always a chal-
lenge.

In grade school I was al-
ways the littlest and at recess
was the last one to be chosen
for a game like Red Rover,
playing tag cause my legs are
short and I could not run very
fast.

I always looked at those tall
girls and wished I was as tall as
them. One big problem is me
trying to buy clothes. Dresses
and pants are too long and I
have to go to petite sizes. I can
fit into a little girls size but
most times they are designed
for kids and not little old
ladies.

In addition to being short,
I can’t find any small shoes to
fit me. Lots of places don't
carry Size 5 so I either get a
kids sized shoe or go for a 6
which slide all over my feet.

I just bought a pair of ten-
nis shoes and they were sort of
nice looking, but they were a
6. I tried them on and walked
around a bit and thought,
“These don't feel too bad”
When I got home and tried to
wear the new shoes, they slid
up and down on my heel.

They were also starting to
cause a blister and I did not
want to deal with one of those.

So looking online I found
some heel shaped sticker pads
that you stick in your shoes
and they worked!

One time wanting a pair of
gold heels I found some on
EBay. To my surprise the de-
scription said they only cost a
Penny. I thought wow I will
buy these, they are pretty and
my size and I could spare a
Penny.

What surprised me was
when I went to check out they
charged me $25 for shipping.
But oh those shoes were ex-
actly what I wanted so I paid
shipping costs.

At that time I was working
for another publication and I
started strutting around in

" Want to Advertis \
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those gold high heels. Actu-
ally they hurt my feet and
walking was a problem.

I proudly showed my co
workers and said “Look at my

shoes that I got for a penny.
One gal said “be careful you
are gonna fall down in those
heels. T can't believe you got
them for a penny”

I replied, “Well the ship-
ping was $25” Those shoes
were not comfortable and I
could hardly walk in them.
But hey! They only cost a
penny”

I still have those one cent
shoes and tried to put them on
the other day. I found out I
still could not walk in them,

and oh, I only wasted one
cent. (and the shipping was
only ? $25.)

Being short can be difficult
when grocery shopping. One
evening I was shopping and
was in the ice cream depart-
ment. I wanted a certain kind
of ice cream and it was on the
top shelf of that freezer,

No clerk or anyone was
around so I decided to climb
up the metal rings of the
freezer. It was cold but T had to
get that ice cream cause there
was only one left. I did fairly
good climbing up the freezer
until I got to the middle and
ker plunk something hit me
on the head and I mean I saw
stars.

It was a big gallon of ice
cream and [ was more embar-
rassed than hurt. I left the ice
cream area and did not get my
ice cream.

Another time I was going
to make a pot of chili and
wanted black beans to put in
it. Oops. Top shelf. T had just
started a climb when a nice
looking guy who worked there
came up to me and said “Hey
little one do you need help?”

“OhyesIdo. I wanta cou-
ple cans of those black beans
on the top shelf” The clerk
had no trouble getting the
beans down. Then I said “oh
sir I am so sorry I wanted the
red beans on the second shelf”

Well he was pretty nice and
all he did was sigh and say “oh
women”

God made us all different.
Tall folks, short people, fat
people and skinny people. But
whatever we are God created
us and he doesn’t make mis-
takes.

Are you short or tall? Have
you ever been called nick
names? Have you ever
climbed up a freezer in the
store and got hit in the head by
ice cream?

Let me know and I will give
you a Penny For Your
Thoughts.

DPLS LIBRARY BOARD
BEGINS LEADERSHIP
TRANSITION

At its regular Wednesday
meeting, the Defiance Public
Library System (DPLS) Board
of Trustees approved a transi-
tion plan for Library Director
Cara Potter to move to a part-
time schedule beginning Aug.
10 and authorized a public
search for an interim library
director to work alongside
Potter during the leadership
transition.

Line Supervisor John McMaster demonstrates the dangers of
electricity to Paulding Putnam members.

(Continued from Page 1)

« Roy Kehres of Cloverdale

o Cassandra Mitchell of
New Haven

o Jackie Hermiller of Ot-
tawa

o Andrew Clay of New
Haven

o Brian Sheehan of Fort
Wayne

o John Joustra of New
Haven

o Jerry Bowers of Conti-
nental

« Taylor McMichael of Ce-
cil

o Vomac Truck Sales and
Services of New Haven

e Dawn Bockrath of
Cloverdale

o Quinton Langhals of
Columbus Grove

o Jennifer
Antwerp

« Darell Anderson of Mid-
dle Point

o Karen Sorg of Fort
Wayne

o Matthew Forbes of
Antwerp

In addition to the fun, the

Smith  of

event provided information
on Paulding Putnams internet
service. Members were able to
learn more about packages,
pricing, and when service
would be available in their
area. Service is currently
available in parts of Latty,
Haviland, Scott, Grover Hill,
Roselm, Ottoville, Fort Jen-
nings, Van Wert, and Kalida.

Those interested in fiber
internet service (even those
who are not electric mem-
bers) are encouraged to com-
plete the interest form online
at www.PPEC.coop/internet.
This helps the co-op guide
construction plans and notify
customers when service is
available.

Pauding Putnam encour-
ages all members who at-
tended to complete an event
survey by Monday, August 3.
Feedback will help shape fu-
ture years' Member Apprecia-
tion Day. The survey can be
found online at www.PPEC.
coop/your-cooperative/news-
events/events/member-ap-
preciation-day/.

Library operations, pro-
grams, and public services will
continue without interruption
throughout the process.

Potter will remain with the
library on a part-time basis,
working 20 hours per week for
an initial 12-week period.
During that time, she will
work alongside the interim di-
rector to support ongoing
projects, ensure continuity of
operations, and help provide a
smooth transition for staff and
patrons. The arrangement
may be extended on a month-
by-month basis, if needed,
while the Board conducts a
thorough search for the li-
brary's next permanent direc-
tor.

"l am leaving the library
because of a happy change in
my personal life," Potter said.
"In July, I married Dr. James
McLaren.

Jim recently retired as a
vascular surgeon and lives in
Kalamazoo, Mich., so I will be
moving there in August.

"I have truly enjoyed work-
ing at the Defiance Public Li-
brary System and serving the
Defiance County community.
After relocating, I will con-
tinue supporting the library in
a part-time capacity during
this transition."

The interim director posi-
tion will be posted publicly in
the coming days, allowing in-
terested candidates to apply
throughthe library's standard
hiring process. Information
about DPLS employment op-
portunities are available at de-
fiancelibrary.org/careers and

at each of the library system's
three locations: Defiance Pub-
lic Library, Sherwood Branch
Library, and Johnson Memo-
rial Library.

"We are fortunate to have
an outstanding leadership
team at DPLS, and I am confi-
dent they will continue pro-
viding the excellent service
and programming our com-
munity has come to expect
and depend on during this
transition," said Taryn Law-
son, communications coordi-
nator for DPLS.

In other
Board:

« heard that the Friends of
Defiance Public Library met
on July 21. The next Friends of
DPL Book Sale fundraiser is
set to take place Oct. 24 and 25
at Northtowne Mall.

« heard that interviews are
currently underway to fill a
vacant position in the circula-
tion department.

o learned that virtual and
in-person meetings between
library ~administration/man-
agement and SHP Architec-
ture and Design have contin-
ued as the library moves
forward with plans to con-
struct an annex across the
street from the Carnegie
building, which will also un-
dergo repair and renovation as
part of the project.

o briefly discussed the li-
brary’s levy request that will
appear on the November 2026
ballot. For more information
about the levy, visit defianceli-
braryorg or pick up a fact
sheet at any DPLS location.

business, the
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'The deadline for the West Bend News is THURSDAYS
at 5pm for the following issue.
Send your news, ads, and classifieds to
info@westbendnews.net
Call 419-258-2000 for information or printing quotes.

MILITARY HISTORY IN
PAULDING COUNTY

By: Mark Holtsberry

Everett Thomas Upthe-
grove was born on May 29,
1897, in Emerald, Paulding
County, Ohio. He was the
son of Charles Upthegrove,
born in 1870 in Highland
Park, Ohio, and Annie
(Grant) Upthegrove, born in
1868 in Kentucky. The cou-
ple married in 1893 in Pauld-
ing County.

By 1900, the family was
farming in Emerald, Ohio,
while raising their children:
Lizzie A., born in 1894; Per-
lie, born in 1895; Everett,
born in 1897; and Bessie E.,
born in 1898. A son, Floyd,
was born in 1903.

In 1905, Charles suddenly
passed away. He was buried
in the Upthegrove Cemetery
in Jackson Township. Everett
went on to live with his
grandfather, Josiah Upthe-
grove, and his two aunts,
Mattie and Ettie, in Emerald.
On November 6, 1911, An-
nie married the Rev. Elisha B.
Underwood in Paulding.

By 1917, Everett had
moved to Toledo, Ohio,
where he was working for a
company called Overland, a
trucking and shipping firm.
On June 4, 1918, Everett reg-
istered for the World War I
draft at Local Board Division
No. 4 in Toledo. He was de-
scribed as having brown hair
and brown eyes.

On September 5, 1918,
Everett was inducted into the
National Army. He was first
assigned to the 158th Depot
Brigade for training, serving
until October 3, 1918. He
was then transferred to the
148th Infantry Base Hospi-
tal, where he served until De-
cember 31, 1918. His final
assignment was with the Em-
barkation Service Hospital at
Camp Stuart, Virginia, where

The Paulding County Veteran’s Service Office
is dedicated to aiding Paulding County veterans
and their families in time of need.

There are two basic services the agency provides:

1 - EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - Provide
short term financial assistance to eligible veterans and their
families who demonstrate a need. This includes, but is not
limited to, food, gas, mortgage/rent and assistance with
utility payments.

2 — CLAIMS ASSISTANCE - Provide services for veterans
and other claimants for help with VA claims for any federal,
state, or local benefits.

We also provide reimbursement for the cost of transportation
to VA medical facilities in our area, or in the case where the
veteran cannot drive himself, we will provide a driver.

Our office hours are Tuesday thru Friday,
9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Arrangements can be made for after
office hours appointments
Any questions, please call 419-399-8285

he served until August 1,
1919, when he received an
honorable discharge.

By 1920, Everett was liv-
ing in Toledo, Ohio, where
he worked various factory
jobs. On August 26, 1929,
Everett found someone who
turned his gears. He married
Lillian Francis Orr Dufty, a
schoolteacher in the Toledo
Public School System. Lillian
was born on April 12, 1899,
in Toledo, Ohio. By 1930, Ev-
erett and Lillian were still liv-
ing in Toledo, where Everett
was employed in the auto-
mobile industry as a sheet
metal worker.

In 1931, Everett's mother,
Annie, passed away. She was
buried beside her husband,
Charles. By 1935, Everett and
Lillian had divorced. Lillian
moved to California, where
she continued teaching.

By 1940, Everett had
moved to Massillon, Ohio,
where he worked in a print-
ing shop. On February 16,
1942, he registered for the
World War II draft. He was
listed as being 5 feet 7 inches
tall, weighing 160 pounds,
with a light complexion,
black hair, and brown eyes.
He was not selected for mili-
tary service.

By 1950, Everett was once
again living in Toledo, work-
ing as a printer. On Novem-
ber 1, 1960, he filed for Social
Security. He later spent his
remaining years in Detroit,
Michigan. On July 25, 1990,
Everett passed away at his
home in Highland Park,
Michigan. His burial loca-
tion is unknown.

After her divorce from
Everett, Lillian remarried a
man named Jack Williams.
Lillian and Jack divorced
during the 1960s. Lillian
passed away on June 22,
2000, in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, and was buried in
Angeles Rosedale Cemetery.
During her career, she taught
school for 58 years.

...Until Next Time!
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DEFIANCE AREA FOUNDATION AWARDS
GRANT TO HUBER OPERA HOUSE

Pictured at the doors of the Huber Opera House are Chris Fe-
ichter, Director of Operations at the Huber Opera House, and
DAF Executive Director Chris Yoder.

The Defiance Area Foun-
dation is proud to support
the continued preservation
and enhancement of one of
our community’s treasured
historic spaces, The Huber
Opera House and Civic Cen-
ter in Hicksville, Ohio.

During our 2026 Spring
Grant Cycle, the Foundation
awarded a $6,250 grant to the
Huber Opera House for stage
floor replacement, helping
provide a more professional

appearance for productions
and performances hosted
throughout the year.

The arts play an impor-
tant role in strengthening
our community, bringing
people together, inspiring
creativity, and preserving lo-
cal history for future genera-
tions. We are grateful for the
work the Huber Opera
House continues to do in
Downtown Hicksville and
across our region.

0DOT ROAD
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Paulding County
U.S. 24 lane restriction -

U.S. 224 in both directions be-
tween the Indiana state line
and U.S. 127 will be restricted
to one lane (July 9 - Septem-
ber 1) for concrete pavement
repairs.Project page: Project
ID 116665

State Route 49, State Route
500, State Route 613 lane re-
strictions — State Route 49,
State Route 500, and State
Route 613 in the village of
Payne may be restricted to al-
ternating one way through the
work zone beginning for fin-
ish work on a resurfacing
project. Traffic will be main-
tained with flaggers. Project
page: Project ID 116679

Township Road 33 Closure
— Township Road 33 just
south of State Route 500 over
Flat Rock Creek closed July 13
for approximately 120 days
(Nov. 9) for a bridge replace-
ment. No detour will be
posted.

Putnam County

US. 224 /State Route 65
closure and lane restrictions -
(Ottawa)State Route 65 in the
village of Ottawa will have the
following traffic impacts for
curb replacement, widening,
and  signal improvement
project.

U.S. 224 at SR 65 is open.
Upcoming closures are ex-
pected, dates to be deter-
mined.

State Route 65 lane restric-
tions — State Route 65 between
the village of Ottawa and the

Henry County line (excluding
the village of Leipsic) will be
restricted to alternating one
way through the work zone
August 3-7 for chip seal resur-
facing. Traffic will be main-
tained with flaggers. Project
page: Project ID 115023

State  Route  114/State
Route 115 lane restrictions -
Kalida (Project ID 121886) -
State Route 114 and State
Route 115 in the village of
Kalida may have temporary
traffic impacts July 27 - Octo-
ber 30 for construction of a
shared-use path. Traffic will
be maintained via flaggers or

temporary traffic  signals.
Construction will take place
along:

« Front St. between SR 114/
Main St. and Second St.

o SR 114 (Main St.) be-
tween Front St. and Rd M
(Northland Dr.)

« Rd M (Northland Dr.)
between SR 114 (Main St.)
and SR 115 (Napoleon Rd.)

o SR 115 (Napoleon Rd.)
between Rd M (Northland
Dr.) and Plum Creek

State Route 190 closure —
State Route 190 between Road
R and Road Q will close Mon-
day, July 27, for approximately
60 days to extend culverts, and
reconstruct and raise the pro-
file of the roadway. Detour: SR
634 to US. 224, back to SR
190. Project page: Project ID
119866

State Route 694 closure —
State Route 694 between State
Route 114 and State Route 115
is closed July 27 - August 22
for full-width resurfacing. De-
tour: SR 114 to U.S. 224, back

DERCK'S LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

15193 Rd. 45
Antwerp,Ohio 45813
419-399-0978
MULCH COLORS:

Red, Brown and Black

Black Dirt, Small Gravel and
River Rock

_ Call for Special Orders

to SR 694

Van Wert County

U.S 30, U.S. 224, & Lincoln
Hwy projects:

« U.S. 30/John Brown Road
restricted  crossing U-turn
(RCUT) construction

« U.S. 30 will be restricted
to one lane in each direction
beginning Monday, July 13.

e John Brown Rd closed
July 13 for approximately 17
days (July 30). No detour will
be posted.

o US. 224/Lincoln High-
way roundabout construction

o The intersection of U.S.
224 and Lincoln Highway will
close on Friday, July 31, for ap-
proximately 60 days for con-
struction of a roundabout.
Check back for detour infor-
mation.

« U.S. 224 detour: U.S. 30 to
SR 49, back to U.S. 224

o U.S. 224 bridge rehabilita-
tion construction

o U.S. 224 between U.S. 30
and Lincoln Highway will
close on Friday, July 31, for ap-
proximately 120 days for reha-
bilitation of the bridge over
the railroad.

o U.S. 224 detour: U.S. 30 to
SR 49, back to U.S. 224

Project page: Project ID
120111

State Route 118 closure -
State Route 118 between the
city of Van Wert and the Mer-
cer County line will be re-
stricted to alternating one way
July 27-31 for upcoming chip
seal resurfacing. Traffic will be

maintained  via  flaggers.
Project page: Project ID
115023

State Route 697 closure -
SR 697 between the city of
Delphos and State Route 116
will close Monday, July 27, for
tull-width paving. Detour: SR
66 to U.S. 30 to U.S. 127 to SR
116, back to SR 697. Project
page: Project ID 107701

State Route 709 closure
State Route 709 between State
Route 118 and State Route 116
closed July 20 for approxi-
mately five days for chip seal
resurfacing. Access to all
properties will be maintained.
Detour: SR 118 to SR 81 to SR
116, back to SR 709. Project
page: Project ID 115023

Fox Road lane restrictions,
Van Wert Fox Road west-
bound between Shannon
Street and Washington Street
will have intermittent lane re-
strictions for construction of a
shared-use path. Project page:
Project ID 119721

FIELD REPORTS FROM
OHIO DIVISION OF
WILDLIFE OFFICERS

Central Ohio - Wildlife
District One

In July, State Wildlife Offi-
cer Brian Motsinger, assigned
to Union County, observed a
group of three people fishing
near a bridge over Big Darby
Creek. When contacted, only
two of the individuals had a
valid fishing license. The re-
maining angler was issued a
summons for fishing without
a license and was ordered to
pay $138 in fines and court
costs.

State Wildlife Officer Josh
Elster, assigned to Pickaway
County, was contacted by an
angler at Deer Creek Lake.
The angler informed Officer
Elster that what he believed
was a beaver swam towards
the boat and attempted to get
on. The angler tried to keep
the animal away, but it eventu-
ally made its way to the rear of
the boat and got stuck be-
tween the motor and the jack
plate. Officer Elster responded
to the area and met the boater
at one of the courtesy docks.
Officer Elster determined the

animal was a groundhog, nota
beaver. Officer Elster freed the
groundhog using a catch pole.
As the groundhog swam
around the boat, Officer Elster
caught it and released the un-
injured animal nearby on dry
land.

Northwest Ohio - Wildlife
District Two

State Wildlife Investigator
Kevin Good was contacted
about a young white-tailed
deer buck that was stuck in a
fence in Erie County. Investi-
gator Good located the deer
and requested the assistance of
Castalia State Fish Hatchery
Superintendent Andy Jarrett
to free the deer from the fence
using bolt cutters. As they ap-
proached the deer, it freed it-
self. The deer rested for about
15 minutes before walking
off.

State Wildlife Officer Matt
D. Smith, assigned to Huron
County, received a call about
the unlawful take of a Canada
goose at a residence. Officer
Smith arrived at the residence
and discovered a goose had
been shot with a rifle. Officer
Smith issued a summons for
taking a Canada goose unlaw-
fully. The individual was
found guilty and paid a $100
fine and $150 in court costs.
The court also issued 10 days
of jail, suspended, and two
years of probation. The goose
was seized as evidence and
forfeited.

Northeast Ohio - Wildlife
District Three

While on boat patrol on
Berlin Lake, State Wildlife Of-
ficer Marino Pellegrini, as-
signed to Portage County, and
Natural Resource Officer Jack
Todd noticed a group of indi-
viduals on shore at Berlin
Wildlife Area. The individuals
appeared to be standing
around a vehicle, approxi-
mately a mile from any desig-
nated roadway. Officer Pelle-
grini was dropped off on shore
to investigate and found a ve-
hicle stuck in the mud. The
driver of the stuck vehicle was
issued a summons for operat-
ing a vehicle in a non-desig-
nated area and paid $220 in
fines and court costs. A tow
truck was called to extract the
vehicle.

This spring, State Wildlife
Officer Craig Porter, assigned
to Jefferson County, attended
numerous events at local
schools. During the events, he
taught students about native

wildlife in Ohio, showed
equipment wildlife officers
use, taught archery, and

helped with youth fishing der-
bies. Events like these are a
great way for wildlife officers
to connect with local youth
and leave a lasting impression
about the importance of
wildlife conservation.

Southeast Ohio - Wildlife
District Four

State Wildlife Officer Cole
Tilton, assigned to Guernsey
County, encountered a group
of anglers along the bank of
Salt Fork Lake. He observed
one of the anglers discard alu-
minum cans after finishing a
drink. Officer Tilton con-
tacted the group and issued a
citation for litter to the sus-
pect. The individual later
pleaded guilty in Cambridge
Municipal Court and was or-
dered to pay $200 in fines and
court costs.

State Wildlife Officer Ben
Smith, assigned to Morgan
County, received a call about a
Canada goose at Burr Oak
State Park that had fishing line
wrapped around its legs. Offi-
cer Smith responded to the lo-
cation and used a large fishing
net to capture the goose. The
line was removed and the

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

MOUNTAIN WOMAN

Bertha May was one tough
gal. I have a heart for the Ap-
palachian people and most of
them have overcome incredi-
ble odds.

Bertha was born in 1840
on the Tennessee side of the
Great Smoky Mountains. Her
ancestors had settled this
place just a few years prior.

It was a forest of sugar
maple trees, and the land was
fertile, good for growing corn.
They made maple syrup each
spring, and they called the
land Sugarland.

Bertha was one of 10 chil-
dren in a family of Scottish
immigrants. Her father was
deeply religious and the Bible
played a prominent part of
their life. Most mountain peo-
ple did not see the value of ed-
ucation but her father cared
deeply and built a school
house on their land. Their
teachers were traveling teach-
ers that rode in on horseback.
Since the schoolhouse was so
near they could go to school
and work at home at the same
time.

Bertha's father was a black-
smith and she learned to shoe
a horse, make tools at early
age. Bertha accompanied her
father on bear hunts, fishing
expeditions and became an
expert hunter in the process.
Her father told her how to
make traps for all kinds of an-
imals. She even knew how to
make mouse traps. Her father

taught her how to tan leather
and make saddles and other
leather goods.

Her mother was a seam-
stress and from her she
learned to spin cotton and
wool, how to dye it and make
beautiful coats and quilts. Her
mother also taught her basket
weaving. She was a spiritually
sound lady who could do any-
thing.

In 1860 she fell in love with
a young man by the name of
John Winter. She was 19 and
he was only 17 but he was a
skilled hunter and black-
smith. They made a beautiful
couple.

John had had a hunting ac-
cident and an encounter with
a bear. The bear broke his
neck and it miraculously
healed but his head tilted to
the side. They said their vows
and found a place to build a
cabin. They chose a place by
the name of Gatlinburg.

They soon had a boy and a
girl and were living a good life
when raiders from the Civil
War came through and took
their cow and their two pigs.
The raiders then came back
and took everything else. John
had to defend their country so
he went off to the war. That
year her young son died and
she dug a grave for him.
Shortly after John's body was
shipped back and now she had
two graves on her property.

—James Neuhouser

goose was observed walking
and swimming normally.

Southwest Ohio - Wildlife
District Five

During the spring wild tur-
key hunting season, State
Wildlife Officer Mark Schem-
mel, assigned to Auglaize
County, received information
regarding an individual hunt-
ing turkeys over bait. The
complainant provided infor-
mation on the property and
individual in question and ad-
vised Officer Schemmel that
the individual was likely ac-

tively hunting at the time of
the call. Shortly thereafter, Of-
ficer Schemmel and Wildlife
Investigator Nathan Robinson
arrived at the property. They
contacted the suspect and
found the individual had
hunted turkey over an area
where corn had been placed.
The individual received a cita-
tion for the violation and was
later found guilty in Auglaize
County Municipal Court. The
individual paid $193.68 in
fines and court costs.

Saturday, August 8th, 2026
Open 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

A

All
Salt
Pallet
Pricing

208 S. Main St.
Antwerp, OH
(419) 258-2684

A

HZO Water Stores

Your “Everything Water” Store




Phone: 419-258-2000 * Website: www.westbendnews.net

AT THE OHIO STATE FAIR, CFAES
TURNS A SUMMER TRADITION INTO
OHIO’S LARGEST CLASSROOM

COLUMBUS, Ohio
Many people come to the
Ohio State Fair expecting
blue-ribbon livestock, giant
pumpkins, concerts and fun-
nel cakes.

They don't always expect
to leave having learned
something.

Yet every summer, that’s
exactly what happens.

Across the fairgrounds,
nearly 1 million annual visi-
tors encounter an exhibit, a
faculty member or a student
from The Ohio State Univer-
sity College of Food, Agri-
cultural, and Environmental
Sciences (CFAES), where
hands-on learning, scientific
discovery and youth leader-
ship have long been part of
one of Ohios favorite sum-
mer traditions.

For 12 days each summer,
more than 200 CFAES em-
ployees, including faculty,
staff and Ohio State Univer-
sity Extension educators and
specialists, work alongside
1,200 adult volunteers to
bring research, education
and Ohio 4-H youth devel-
opment to visitors from all
88 Ohio counties.

“Every interaction we

have at the fair is a chance to
educate,  connect  and
demonstrate the impact of
The Ohio State University to
Ohioans,” said Cathann A.
Kress, Ohio State vice presi-
dent for agricultural admin-
istration and CFAES dean.
“Whether someone is learn-
ing about the food they eat,
exploring a career path or
showing an animal for the
first time, those experiences
help people better under-
stand their connection to
Ohio agriculture, communi-
ties and the environment.”
That learning comes to
life across nearly every cor-
ner of the fairgrounds.
Inside the Lausche Youth
Exploration Space, children
gather around hands-on ex-
hibits to discover pollina-
tors, explore wetlands and
wildlife, experiment with
agricultural technology, and
participate in STEM activi-
ties that make science engag-
ing and accessible.
Throughout the fair,
CFAES departments give
families the opportunity to
experience the research and
innovation taking place at
Ohio State by introducing
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OHIO LOCATIONS

Antwerp: Antwerp Library,
Antwerp Exchange Bank,
Antwerp  Manor,

Town Bliss
Bryan: 4 Seasons, Bryan

Hospital, Chief, CVS, Dollar

General, Town & Country,
Walmart

Cecil: 127 Maramart, Paulding

Pancake House
Continental: ACE Hardware,

Dollar  General, Okuley’s
Pharmacy
Defiance: Advanced Auto,

Chief, Defiance Public Library,
Dollar General (Clinton St),
Marathon Main Stop,
Newman’s Marathon Carryout,
Senior Center, Smoke Stop ...
Junction Dollar  General,
Cabbage Patch

Edgerton: USPS, H&W Napa,

Kaiser Supermarket, Utilties garlan: Marathon, Harlan

Dept, Marathon Main Stop,
Marathon (East)

Grover Hill: N&N Quick fgoaolan
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Hicksville:  Barber  Shop
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Library, Marathon, McDonalds,
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Vancrest, Village offices
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Market. Courthouse Dairy Financial Partners, Heckley
Queen’ Dollar  General. Automotive, — Post  Office,

Gardens of Paulding, Holly,
Wood & Vine, Integrity Ford,

Dollar
General, Family Dollar, G-
Mart, Genesis House, H20 Bank, ,
Water Store, H&W NAPA, Lichty’s
Pop-N-Brew, Pit-Stop, Small Maramart, Panchos, Payne

Johnson Memorial Monroeville:

Kwik Mart, Maramart, Napa
Do It Best, PC Sheriff Office,
PCH, PC Carnegie Library,

Stykemain,VFW Post 587
Payne: Antwerp Exchange
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Barber Shop,

Library, Puckerbrush Pizza,
Village offices, Vancrest of
Payne

Sherwood: Post  Office,
Sherwood Bank, Sherwood
Library, Village Food
Emporium

Scott: Scott Post Office

Van _ Wert: CVS, Ace
Hardware,  Chief, Walmart,
Orchard Tree

INDIANA LOCATIONS

Fort Wayne: Golden Years

Nursing Home, Golden Years
Assisted Living, Hahn
Systems, Walmart

Grabill: Grabill Hardware,
Farm Building Supply, Save-A-
Lot/Grabill Country Sales

Donuts, Dollar General, Harlan
Cafe, Antwerp Exchange Bank

gland: Hoagland Pizza
Pub, Mel’s Town Market

Milan Center: Milan Center
Feed & Grain

All  American
Marathon, Adams Heritage
Assisted  Living,  Dollar
General, Phillips 66

New Haven: ACPL Library,
Clips, Chamber of Commerce,
CVS, H&K Chevrolet, Ken’s

Phoenix Manor, S&V Liquors,
Woodburn
Woodburn Xpress

Hardware,
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them to research on plant
science, natural resources,
precision agriculture, animal
sciences and environmental
stewardship.

But the learning isn’t lim-
ited to children.

Extension educators, re-
searchers, Master Gardener
Volunteers and students an-
swer questions about gar-
dening, food systems, con-
servation, animal care,
emerging agricultural tech-
nologies, and more.

CFAES is also proud to
support Ohio Farm Bu-
reaus imAGine Ag exhibit
located in the new Ohio
Agriculture Center. The
75,000-square-foot  exhibit
will give fairgoers an immer-
sive look at modern agricul-
ture with topics ranging
from weather and agricul-
tural technology to animal
care and crop management.

Whether someone wants
advice on improving a back-
yard garden, understanding
food safety or learning about
the future of farming, the
fair offers a direct connec-
tion to Ohio State’s statewide
network of expertise.

“The Ohio State Fair is
one of the best examples of
Extension in action,” said
David Civittolo, associate
dean and director of Exten-
sion. “Every day, our educa-
tors, specialists, volunteers
and students are helping
people connect university
research with their everyday
lives.

“Whether someone wants
to learn a new skill, solve a
problem on the farm, inspire
a young person through 4-H
or simply better understand
the world around them, the
fair creates opportunities for
learning that can have a last-
ing impact long after the
gates close”

The fair is also one of the
year’s biggest stages for Ohio

-H.

More than 9,000 young
people from all 88 Ohio
counties showcase projects
they’ve spent months pre-
paring. Through project
judging,  skillathons
hands-on learning events
that test an individuals
knowledge in a specific sub-
ject — and competitions,
they build leadership, com-
munication and problem-
solving skills while gaining
confidence that often ex-
tends far beyond the fair-
grounds.

For some, it’s their first
time speaking confidently
before a judge. For others, it’s
the moment they begin to
see themselves pursuing a
career in agriculture, envi-

The West Bend News is
published weekly for residents
of northeast Indiana and
northwest Ohio. The
publication is wholly owned by
West Bend Printing &
Publishing Inc.

Subscription  information
for the West Bend News follows:
If you would like to have the
West Bend News newspaper
delivered to your home,
subscriptions are $62.00 per
year. The newspapers are

available for free at pickup
locations throughout Northeast
Indiana and Northwest Ohio.
All content submitted &
printed in the West Bend News
becomes the property and

copyright of West Bend
Printing and Publishing Inc
corporation. Any and all
reproduction requires prior
consent by the Publisher. Any
submissions may be edited or
rejected by the editor.

ronmental or food science.
And for many families, it’s a
chance to see firsthand how
young people grow through
Ohio 4-H.

Those moments are at the
heart of CFAES’ presence at
the fair each year.

“The Ohio State Fair has
always been about learning,
discovery and bringing com-
munities together,” Kress
said. “Were proud that
CFAES can help create those
moments that stay with peo-
ple long after they leave the
fairgrounds”

HANNAH ARNOLD OF
PAULDING NAMED TO
DEAN'S LIST AT
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY

Congratulations to Man-
chester University students
who have earned a place on
the Spring 2026 Dean's List
for their academic achieve-
ments.

The Office of Academic
Affairs publishes the list at
the end of each semester.

Hannah  Arnold of
Paulding was named to the
Spring 2026 Dean's List.

Arnold was among
nearly 330 students named
to the Dean's List. Arnold is
studying Psychology and
Criminology.

Undergraduate students
earning a semester grade
point average of 3.5 or
higher who have completed
at least 12 semester hours
with no more than three
hours of Pass/Not Pass
grades are included on the
Dean's List. Students with
more than one hour of In-
complete (I) or Not
Recorded (NR) grades at the
end of the semester are not
eligible for the Dean's List.

In North Manchester and
Fort Wayne, Ind., Manches-
ter provides vibrant and
transformative student expe-
riences. Learn more at www.
manchester.edu/about-man-
chester.

Our mission

Manchester ~ University
respects the infinite worth of
every individual and gradu-
ates persons of ability and
conviction who draw upon
their education and faith to
lead principled, productive,
and compassionate lives that
improve the human condi-
tion.
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DEBUNKING FIVE
COMMON SOCIAL
SECURITY MYTHS

Social Security is often
one of the most important in-
come sources in retirement.
Yet widespread myths about
how it works can lead to con-
fusion, unnecessary worry
and poor planning decisions.
Here's the truth behind five of
the most common miscon-
ceptions.

Myth 1: Social Security is
going broke. You've probably
heard this one, but the full
picture is more nuanced. Ac-
cording to the 2026 Social Se-
curity Board of Trustees Re-
port, if Congress does
nothing, the program would
need to reduce benefits start-
ing in 2032, paying roughly
78 cents for every dollar
owed.

But that's just one sce-
nario. Congress could raise
the combined payroll tax
from 12.4% to 16.65%, which
the trustees estimate would
secure full benefits through
2100. Other options include
eliminating the earnings cap
subject to payroll tax or ad-
justing retirement ages. Law-
makers have tools to address
this.

Myth 2: Social Security
will cover all your retirement
needs. Think of Social Secu-
rity as a financial foundation,
not the full building. Accord-
ing to the Social Security Ad-
ministration, benefits replace
only about 40% of pre-retire-
ment income for a median
earner. That means youll
likely need to account for
most of your retirement in-
come vyourself. Building a
strong personal savings strat-
egy now can help close that
gap.

Myth 3: You lose benefits
permanently if you keep
working. Not true. Social Se-
curity does have an "earnings
test" that can temporarily re-
duce benefits for people who
claim early and keep working.
If your earnings exceed a set
annual cap - which changes
each year - Social Security
will withhold a portion of
your benefits. But once you
reach full retirement age, the
Social Security Administra-
tion adjusts your monthly
check higher to repay those
withheld amounts over time.

Myth 4: An ex-spouse's
benefits come out of your
own. If you were married for
at least 10 years and are cur-

rently unmarried, your for-
mer spouse may be eligible to
collect on your earnings
record, or you may be able to
collect on theirs. Divorced
spouse benefits can be up to
50% of the other person's full
retirement benefit. But those
payments don't affect yours.
Your monthly benefit is not
reduced by anything paid to
an ex-spouse Or even a cur-
rent spouse.

Myth 5: Social Security
benefits are no longer taxed.
Recent legislation caused
some confusion here. The
One Big Beautiful Bill Act did
not eliminate taxes on Social
Security benefits. If your
combined income exceeds
certain thresholds, you'll still
owe taxes on a portion of
your benefits.

The law also created a
temporary deduction (avail-
able through 2028) for people
65 and older. Eligible taxpay-
ers can deduct $6,000 per
qualifying filer if their modi-
fied adjusted gross income is
$75,000 or less for singles or
$150,000 for couples. The de-
duction phases out at
$175,000 for singles and
$250,000 for joint filers.

The more you understand
Social Security, the more con-
trol you have over your retire-
ment outcome. Grounding
your decisions in facts rather
than assumptions can make a
meaningful difference in your
long-term financial security.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones and its
financial advisors cannot pro-
vide tax advice. You should
consult your qualified tax pro-
fessional regarding your situa-
tion.

Edward  Jones,
SIPC

Member

Call or Email your
classified ad today!
419-258-2000
info@westbendnews.net
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ODNR INVITES PUBLIC TO EXPLORE 250 YEARS OF
AMERICAN HISTORY AT INDEPENDENCE DAM

DEFIANCE, Ohio — As
part of its year-long America
250 celebration, the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources (ODNR) Division of
Parks and Watercraft will
host a two-day “Walk
Through History” event at
Independence Dam  State
Park on August 8-9, offering
visitors an immersive journey
through Americas past—
from the Revolutionary War
to the modern era.

The event will run from
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Sat-
urday, August 8, and from
10:00 am. to 2:00 p.m. on
Sunday, August 9, featuring
nearly 80 historical reenac-
tors and educators represent-
ing periods from 1776 to the
present day. Guests can ex-
plore living-history camps,
enjoy historical demonstra-
tions and entertainment, and
grab a bite to eat from on-site
food trucks.

A major highlight of the
weekend will be a solemn

wreath-laying ceremony at
the Fort Starvation War of
1812 memorial, taking place
at noon on Saturday. The Ply-
mouth Fife and Drum Corps
will lead a procession of War
of 1812 reenactors to the
memorial, where the Daugh-
ters of 1812 Kentucky Chap-
ter will offer brief remarks be-
fore placing the wreath. The
ceremony will also include a
bugler tribute, the National
Anthem performed by local
Girl Scout troops, and a
scheduled flyover by a World
War I-era biplane, weather
permitting.

The celebration is being
presented in partnership with
the Friends of Independence
Dam State Park, whose sup-
port and collaboration have
been instrumental in bring-
ing this regional heritage
event to life. Together, orga-
nizers aim to honor north-
western Ohios deep frontier
history as the nation marks its
250th anniversary this year.

Save by clicking Local Pickup

Independence Dam State
Park will host a two-day-long
"Walk through History" event
in honor of America's 250th
anniversary.

“As we celebrate America’s
250th anniversary, this event
offers a meaningful way to re-
flect on the people and mo-
ments that shaped our na-
tion,” said ODNR Director
Mary Mertz. “Independence
Dam is the perfect setting to
honor that legacy, and we're
thrilled to invite Ohioans to
experience this living his-
tory”

“A Walk Through History”
event weekend is free and
open to the public, offering
families, history enthusiasts,
and community members a
meaningful way to connect
with Ohio’s past while enjoy-
ing the natural beauty of In-
dependence Dam State Park.

Recognized as the No. 1
state park system in America
with the 2025 National Gold
Medal Award for Excellence

in Park and Recreation Man-
agement, the ODNR Division
of Parks and Watercraft pro-
vides exceptional outdoor
recreation and boating op-
portunities by balancing out-
standing customer service,
education, and conservation
of Ohio’s 76 state parks and
waterways.

ODNR ensures a balance
between wise use and protec-
tion of our natural resources
for the benefit of all. Visit the
ODNR website at ohiodnr.
gov.

VANTAGE CAREER GENTER
STAFF HONORED WITH
STATEWIDE CAREER-TECH
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Van Wert, Ohio — Van-
tage Career Center is proud
to announce that two mem-
bers of its staff have received
prestigious statewide recog-
nition from the Ohio Associ-
ation for Career and Techni-
cal Education (Ohio
ACTE) during the 2026 Ca-
reer-Tech Excellence Awards.

Health Technology In-
structor ~ Audree = Mark-
ward was named Ohio's New
Career-Technical Education
Teacher of the Year, recogniz-
ing her outstanding dedica-
tion to student success and
excellence in career and tech-
nical education.

In just her third year at
Vantage, Markward has made
a significant impact on stu-
dents by combining 16 years
of nursing and healthcare
leadership experience with
engaging, hands-on instruc-
tion. A graduate of the Apollo
Career Center Practical Nurs-
ing Program, she is commit-
ted to preparing the next gen-
eration of  healthcare
professionals through au-
thentic, real-world learning
experiences.

Vantage also cele-
brates EMIS Coordinator
Gail Gillett, who received
the Ohio ACTE Ambassador
Award in recognition of her
outstanding service and un-
wavering commitment to ca-
reer and technical education.

For 37 years, Gillett has
been an integral part of the
Vantage Career Center fam-
ily, serving in multiple leader-
ship support roles while mak-
ing a lasting impact on
students, staff, and the com-
munity. Known for her pro-
fessionalism, welcoming
spirit, and dedication to ex-
cellence, Gail consistently
goes above and beyond to fos-
ter a positive school culture,
support staff and students,
coordinate wellness initia-
tives, strengthen community
partnerships, and ensure ev-
ery visitor experiences the
very best of Vantage.

Superintendent Rick
Turner praised both recipi-
ents for their accomplish-
ments and the example they

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

DEFIANCE MOOSE LODGE AWARDS GRANT TO STROEDE
CENTER FOR SUMMER MUSIC IN THE PARKS

Congratulations to the Stroede Center for the Arts for receiv-
ing a $1,000 grant from the Defiance Moose Lodge #2094.
This grant will be used for Summer Music in the Parks. Pic-
tured are (L to R) Stacy McCartney - Defiance Moose Lodge
Administrator and Sarah Tackett - Co-Executive Director at
DCCC/Stroede Center for the Arts.

set for students and col-
leagues.

"On behalf of the adminis-
tration, staff, and Board of
Education at Vantage Career
Center, I want to extend my
deepest congratulations to
Audree Markward and Gail
Gillett on receiving presti-
gious statewide honors at the
2026 Ohio ACTE Career-
Tech Excellence Awards.

To have two of our own
recognized at the state level is
a monumental achievement,
and it speaks volumes about
the caliber of professionals we
have guiding our school. True
excellence in career technical
education isn't just about
teaching skills—it's about
building community, foster-
ing passion, and driving suc-
cess. Audree and Gail repre-
sent the very best of Vantage,
and their statewide recogni-
tion is incredibly well-de-
served. Their commitment to
our students and our mission
is unwavering. Audree and
Gail make all of us proud to
be a part of Vantage Career
Center!"

The Ohio ACTE Career-
Tech Excellence Awards rec-
ognize educators, administra-
tors, counselors, support pro-
fessionals, and advocates who
have demonstrated excep-
tional leadership and service
to career and technical educa-
tion throughout Ohio.

Vantage Career Center
congratulates Audree Mark-
ward and Gail Gillett on this
well-deserved statewide
recognition and thanks them
for their continued commit-
ment to empowering students
and advancing career and
technical education.

Paulding County’s only...

Prepare for
power
outages
with
Generac

Member
FDIC

MEET LOCAL AUTHOR
DUANE A. BAILEY AT
ANTWERP BRANCH
LIBRARY BOOK SIGNING

Readers are invited to meet
local author and retired Ohio
Wildlife Officer Duane A. Bai-
ley during a special book sign-
ing for his newly released
memoir, The Rings of Saturn:
A Game Warden’s View of the
Universe, on Thursday, Au-
gust 6, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
at the Antwerp Branch Li-
brary, 205 N. Madison St,
Antwerp.

Bailey’s first book is a col-
lection of true stories drawn
from more than 32 years of
service with the Ohio Division
of Wildlife. Beginning his ca-
reer in wildlife management
on January 1, 1980, Bailey was
assigned to Paulding County
as a Wildlife Officer on No-
vember 1, 1981, where he
spent the remainder of his ca-
reer before retiring in 2012.
Along the way, he encoun-
tered unforgettable people,
unusual investigations, hu-
morous situations, and mean-
ingful life lessons that now fill
the pages of The Rings of Sat-
urn.

Although  writing  was
never his profession, Bailey
became well known to local
readers through his Paulding
County Outdoors newspaper
column. Fellow officers often
encouraged him to preserve
the many stories from his ca-
reer in a book. Inspired by that
encouragement, Bailey spent
years organizing his memories
into a collection that reflects
not only on wildlife law en-
forcement but also on faith,
family, friendship, and a life-

locally owned bank
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Payne, Ohio
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ANTWERP CLAIMS TEAM TITLE AS GMC DEFEATS
BBC IN RYDER CUP-STYLE TOURNAMENT

The annual Green Mead-
ows Conference vs. Buckeye
Border Conference Ryder
Cup-style golf tournament
was held Thursday, July 30,
2026, at Pond-A-River Golf
Club in Woodburn, Indiana,
with the Green Meadows
Conference earning a con-
vincing 15-5 victory over the
Buckeye Border Conference.
Highlighting the day was
Antwerp, whose boys team
captured the championship
trophy.

Unlike a  traditional
stroke-play tournament
where every golfer’s total
score is added together, the
Ryder Cup format features
head-to-head matches be-
tween golfers from opposing
conferences. Each match is
worth one point, with the
winner earning a point for
their conference. The confer-
ence with the most points at
the conclusion of play claims
the overall title.

The Green Meadows Con-

ference controlled the com-
petition from the start, win-
ning 15 of the 20 available
points to secure this year’s
conference  championship
over the BBC.

The annual event contin-
ues to bring together golfers
from both conferences each
summer, providing an early-
season opportunity for teams
to compete in a unique
match-play format while
building conference pride
ahead of the regular season.

long appreciation for the out-
doors.

Published by West Bend
Printing & Publishing of
Antwerp, The Rings of Saturn
offers readers a rare, firsthand
look at the life of an Ohio
Wildlife Officer. The book
blends humor, adventure, and
thoughtful reflection, making
it appealing to outdoor enthu-
siasts, history lovers, and any-
one who enjoys true stories
about everyday people and ex-
traordinary experiences.

The public is invited to
stop by the Antwerp Branch
Library during the event to

bookstore.westbendprinting.com

WEST BEND
BOOKSTORE

meet Bailey, visit with him
about his remarkable career,
and have copies of his book
personally signed. Books will
be available for purchase dur-
ing the event.

Those wishing to reserve a
copy in advance may preorder
online at bookstore.westbend-
printing.com by scanning the
QR code on promotional ma-
terials or visiting the website
directly.

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT
YOUR LIBRARY IN AUGUST

The Paulding County
Carnegie Library is gearing
up to finish the Summer
Reading Program which will
conclude August 1. Get your
reading logs turned into
your branch to be eligible for
prizes. The Community
Book Club discussions and
activities are on Wednesday;,
August 5 at the Oakwood
branch Community Room.
The Lemonade War discus-
sion will begin at 4:00 p.m.
and Theo of Golden discus-
sion begins at 5:30 p.m.
Treats and door prizes will
be available for attendees.
Everyone is welcome to at-
tend.

MAIN:

The Adult Section at Main
will continue to have Coffee
Talk every Thursday at 1:00
p.m., feel free to join us.

Classic Movies continue
every Wednesday at 11:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m., until the
end of August.

August Bingo Luncheon
will be on Monday, August
17, at 11:00 a.m., call to regis-
ter and enjoy some BINGO!

Adult Cookbook Club will
be on Monday, August 17th
at 5:30 p.m.

Craft Tuesdays are August
11 at 11:00 a.m.

Teen Cooking Club will
be on Monday, August 31 at

4:00 p.m.

Teens are encouraged to
hang out at the library on
Tuesday and Wednesday at
1:00 p.m. for Teen Chat or
whenever you are free.

The Childrens Room is
waiting on the reading logs to
be returned so the prizes can
be awarded. Turn in logs the
week of August 3-8, to re-
ceive your “Book Bucks” and
go shopping!!!

Watch for some exciting
events to be happening at the
Childrens Room, we are
open and ready to serve you.

ANTWERP:

The Antwerp Branch has
story time every Wednesdays
at 11:30 a.m., join us for a
Story and fun with your
friends at the library.

Book Club is Monday, Au-
gust 10th at 6:00 p.m., join us
as we discuss the book and
pick up the new one for the
month.

Family Game Night is
Thursday, August 20th, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Bring the whole
family in for games and fun!

Ice Tye Dye is on Saturday,
August 29th at 11:00 a.m. We
provide the dish towel, but
you can bring your own item
to dye as well. Please call 419-
258-2855 to register.

GROVER HILL:

The Grover Hill Branch
will have their “Unearth a
Party” event on Monday, Au-
gust 3, starting at 5:00 p.m.
Grand  prizes will be
awarded, announcement of
the coloring contest winner
and name our T-Rex, treats
and other activities.

Munchkin = Club story
time dates are August 7th and
21stat 10:30 a.m.

*GHBL Book Club will
meet on August 26th at 4:00
p.m. The club is reading The
Antidote by Karen Russell.
Multiple copies are available
for check out.

There is no Senior Bingo
in August. Make your reser-
vation for September by call-
ing 419-567-1717.

All August long we will
celebrate the Golden Era of
Books from the tiny little
golden books to those enter-
ing their golden retirement
years, to all those golden
chapters of life in between.
We are committed to sharing
all your vintage stories,
golden moments and trea-
sured memories.

OAKWOOD:

The Oakwood Branch will
have Back to School Water
Day at the park beginning at
12:00 p.m., on August 13.

Senior Bingo with The
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WEST BEND BOOKSTORE OPENS ONLINE,
SHOWCASING LOCAL AUTHORS

A new chapter is begin-
ning in the West Bend Print-
ing story. Readers no longer
have to wait for a local book
signing or search through
large online retailers to dis-
cover books written by area
authors. West Bend Printing
& Publishing is pleased to an-
nounce the grand opening of
the West Bend Bookstore, an
online bookstore dedicated
to connecting readers with
books written by local and
regional authors.

The new bookstore fea-
tures a growing collection of
titles spanning fiction, his-
torical novels, westerns, po-
etry, outdoor writing, inspi-
rational books, and local
interest publications. While
the current selection already
includes works from several
Northwest Ohio authors,
new titles will continue to be
added as West Bend Publish-
ing expands its catalog.

“Our goal is to give local
authors a professional place

to showcase their work while
making it easy for readers to
discover stories they may
never have found otherwise,”
said Bryce Steiner, owner and
publisher at West Bend Print-
ing & Publishing. “There are
talented writers all around
us, and we're excited to help
bring their books to a wider
audience”

Among the books cur-
rently available are The Rings
of Saturn: A Game Warden’s
View of the Universe by
Duane Bailey, George For-
rest’s novels Lee’s Expectation
and Top of the Mountain,
Victor Bennett’s poetry col-
lection The Redistribution of
Happiness, and Stan Jordan’s
historical fiction titles The
589th Fighter Wing: The
Lobo Tank Busters and El
Paso Sam Rivers: Indian
Agent. Additional titles are
already in production and
will be released throughout
the coming months.

To celebrate the grand

opening, customers can re-
ceive 10% off their entire
purchase throughout the
month of August by entering
the  promotional  code
10WBGO during checkout.

The bookstore offers se-
cure online ordering, ship-
ping throughout the United
States, and local pickup for
customers in the area.

“Were  just  getting
started,” Steiner said. “As we
continue publishing new au-
thors and new books, readers
can expect the selection to
grow regularly. We hope the
bookstore becomes a place
where people discover great
stories written by people
from their own communi-
ties”

The West Bend Bookstore
is available online at book-
store.westbendprinting.com.
Readers are encouraged to
visit often as new books, au-
thor events, and special pro-
motions are added through-
out the year.

Meadows is on August 13th
at 11:30 a.m., and at 5:00 p.m.
Mrs. Roper’s Craft Blast-no
registration is required.

August 15th at 11:00 a.m.,,
register to participate in an
All-Natural Room  Spray
Workshop and learn how to
make a fresh natural scent for
your home.

Cookbook Club meets on
August 20th at 5:00 p.m.
Bring a favorite dish to share
and enjoy great conversation,

and discover new recipes
with fellow food lovers.

Storytime is on Monday,
August 31 at 5:00 p.m. Bring
the kids for stories, fun and a
great way to celebrate the end
of summer.

PAYNE:

The Payne Branch will
have Author Nichole Suvar, a
graduate from Wayne Trace
High School, on Saturday,
August 22nd, 11:00 am. -
12:30 p.m. to talk about her

new book I Don't have to
Hold It All Together: Cultivat-
ing the Peace of Eden While
Feeling Overwhelmed. Stop in
and say Hi.

Back to School Giveaway
donated by the Payne Branch
Friends of the Library Group.
Stop in and sign up for a
chance to win.

Back to School craft out
all month long, stop in dur-
ing library hours.

PAULDING COUNTY HOSPITAL

CLOSE TO HOMIEE

CARING FOR

community.

Our patients will continue to receive

CARDIOLOGY CLINIC

When providing care that never skips
a beat is what you need, we are
here for you. Paulding County
Hospital is pleased to announce our
expanded Cardiology Clinic, this will
help better meet the needs of our

1035 West Wayne Street < Paulding, Ohio 45879 « Phone Number: 419.399.1180
Fax Number: 419.399.3834

the outstanding cardiac care they
have been receiving at Paulding
County Hospital, now with expanded
days and providers available.

Paulding County Hospital Cardiology
Clinic - providing excellence in care,
close to home! For more information
call us foday at 419-399-1180.
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THE LEFT TUR

Sprints Take Center Stage At Limaland. Photo Credit: Camp-

bell Photography.

By: Ron Burt

Limaland Raceway Park,
Friday, July 24th-The Great
Lakes Traditional Sprints
(Non-wing) headlined race
night. Action started on lap
one of the 25 lap A-main for
the Sprint Cars. The front row
pole sitters of Dustin Ingle
and Korbyn Hayslett would
make up the front row in the
25 lap A Main. On the first lap
Jackson Slone knifed his way
between the leaders to lead lap
number one, but Hayslett
would go to the high side of
the track and find the speed to
grab the lead on lap 2. Ingle
fought his way back to second
on lap 5, while Jakeb Boxell
began his charge from his
sixth place starting position.
Boxell would get by Slone for
third on lap 8 then put a slide
job on Ingle in turns three and
four to pick up second place.
Hayslett would get into lapped
traffic on lap 12 and Boxell
was able to take advantage,
moving past by Hayslett on lap
17. At the same time Hayslett
developed a flat left rear tire
ending his night. On the
restart Boxell would keep the
lead and grab the win over In-
gle, Ryan Barr was third. The
UMP Modified Podium 1st
Dillon Nusbaum, 2nd Jeff
Koz, and 3rd Dylan Woodling.
Thunderstock Top 3, 1st Jor-
dan Conover, 2nd Todd Sher-
man, and 3rd Tony Anderson.
Limaland has one more
scheduled race for 2026. They
stop their season early not to
draw fans away from area high
school sports.

Attica Raceway Park held
their Fan Appreciation Night
with the normal weekly show.
Bryce Lucius picked up his
fifth career win at Attica in the
410 Winged Sprints. Devin
Shiels and two time and de-
fending track champion Kyle
Moore battled each other over
the last six laps in the DIRTcar
UMP Late Model Feature.
Shiels outlasted Moore and
parked his car in Victory Lane
at Attica for the 24th time.
He’s now fourth on the divi-
sion’s all-time win list. The
night ended with the 305
Winged Sprints. Bryan Se-
betto had to start the Feature
in 8th because of a new rule
change, but it didn’t matter. He
worked his way quickly
through the field for his third
win of the year at Attica and
his seventh overall victory of
2026 (4 at Fremont Speed-
way). It's his 20th career 305
victory at the track, placing
him seventh on the all-time
win list for the division.

Oakshade Raceway
Wauseon Ohio, Saturday, July
25-Devin Shiels started on the
pole of the 25-lap DIRTcar
UMP Late Model main event
and went green to checked
flag outlasting  challenges
from 2nd place Ryan Missler,
and 3rd Kevin Reeve. It was
Shiels’ 2nd win in two nights.
Dylan Jessen won his 4th Late
Model Sportsman Feature of
the year in a race that had
multiple cautions. The Domi-
nator Super Stock A Main was
also filled with caution flags
waving, as cars couldn’t find a

Your Source For

The Left Turn

ohio Sport Blitz Facebook Live with Ron Burt

www.facebook.com/
ohiosporisblita

Tri-State Racing

SALES ¢+ REPAIR ¢+ RENTAL

(260) 632-4815

www.bridgetrailers.com

- Trailer and Sprayer Sales

- Hitch Installation

- Trailer and Sprayer Repair
- Pump Repair

- Trailer Rentals

Located af: 4816 N. State Road 101
Woodburn, In 46797

Mon-Fri: 8a-5:30p (Closed 12-1)
Sat: 8am-12pm Sun: Closed

Tim & Victor Klopfenstein
657-5700 shop

% KLOPFENSTEIN REPAIR %
AUTO » TRUCK * FARM « INDUSTRIAL

Major & Minor Repairs ® Complete Vehicle Maintenance
AC Service & Repair
Diesel Service ® Complete Engine Rebuilding
DOT Inspections ® ASE Certified Staff

19718 Notestine Road
Woodburn, IN 46797

good racing groove. Mason
Luttrell was able to keep his
car out front and win his third
feature of the season. Holgate’s
Ryan Okuley has been domi-
nating the past two years in
the Compact Class and Satur-
day night was no different. He
took 1st for his third consecu-
tive feature win at Oakshade
Raceway.

Feature winners at Angola
Motorsport Speedway, Satur-
day-Hornet Brett Ireland,

Front Wheel Drive Chris
Heintzelman, Street Stock Lee
Reed, Late Model Sportsman
Kole Elkins, and Modified
Austin Coe.

Fremont Speedway Satur-
day, Feature winners-410
Winged Sprints Chris An-
drews, Dirt Trucks Keith Sorg,
and 305 Winged Sprints
Bryan Sebetto

A few mentions around the
Tri-State, Indiana Sprint week
is currently going on for the
USAC Sprints. Next week T'll
have a full recap. Former
NASCAR driver Ken Schrader
returned to Toledo Speedway
as a guest driver in a school
bus Figure 8 race during the
regular race program, and he
won. Over 5,000 fans packed
Merritt Speedway in Michigan
to watch the 38th Annual
Wood Tic for DIRTcar UMP
Late Models. Veteran driver
and a Midwest fan favorite,
Rusty Schlenk won and took
home the $10,000.00, for the
4th time in his career. He now
has 303 Feature careers wins.
Until next week, keep your
wheels down. Ron out!

"CHECK YOUR HEIGHT,
KNOW IT'S RIGHT'": INDOT
JOINS BRIDGE STRIKE
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Multi-state effort aims to
help drivers better navigate
low bridges INDIANAPO-
LIS, Ind. - INDOT is joining
state transportation agencies
across the U.S. this week in
a public awareness campaign
aimed at helping drivers
avoid striking low bridges
with their vehicles or oversize
loads.

The "Check Your Height,
Know It's Right" campaign
encourages drivers to ensure
their vehicle or load is not too
tall to safely fit under bridges
that extend over state and lo-
cal roadways. These over-
head collisions, commonly
known as bridge strikes, not
only damage vehicles and in-
frastructure, but also cause
delays and put the traveling
public and emergency re-
sponders at risk.

According to INDOT
data, approximately 40 Indi-
ana bridges and other over-
head structures are hit each
year. While some incidents
result in only minor scrapes,
others can cause serious
structural damage, leading to
closures and costly repairs.

“These types of incidents
take away resources from
other infrastructure projects,
and many times require sup-
port from our emergency re-
sponse partners,” said IN-
DOT Commissioner Lyndsay
Quist. "Drivers must know
the height of their vehicle or
load and pay close attention
to bridge clearance signage.
They cannot rely only on
navigation systems or apps."

In Indiana, vehicles and
loads taller than 13’ 6” must
apply for an  oversize
load permit. All bridges with
vertical clearance of less than
14 6" are signed, both
at the bridge and in advance
of the structure. Drivers
should always watch for and
adhere to signage indicating

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATES HIGHLIGHT VISION FOR LOW-
INCOME OHIOANS DURING OACAA ANNUAL SUMMER CONFERENCE

DAYTON, OH—The Ohio
Association of Community
Action Agencies (OACAA)
welcomed two of Ohio's lead-
ing gubernatorial candidates,
Dr. Amy Acton and Mr. Vivek
Ramaswamy, as featured
speakers at the 2026 OACAA
Annual Summer Conference
on Friday. The event brought
together over 250 Community
Action professionals and com-
munity leaders from across
Ohio to discuss the challenges
and opportunities facing fam-
ilies and  communities
throughout the state.

Dr. Acton and Mr. Ra-
maswamy each shared their
perspectives on the future of
Ohio and the policy priorities
they believe will shape the
state's direction over the next
four years. Their participation
provided conference attendees
with a valuable opportunity to
hear directly from candidates
seeking to lead Ohio and to
better understand how their
visions align with issues im-
pacting low-income individu-
als, families, and communi-
ties.

“Community Action is
about creating opportunities
for people to succeed. Every
day, our agencies work with
families who are striving for
stability, self-sufficiency, and a
better future; said Jason C.
Smith, executive director at
OACAA. “Thats why it’s so
important for the leaders
seeking to become Ohios next
governor to hear directly from
the organizations doing this
work in communities across
our state. We appreciate both
Dr. Acton and Mr. Ra-

engaging in that conversa-
tion”

Across Ohio, 48 Commu-
nity Action assist over half a
million low- and moderate-
income people every year on
their path to self-sufficiency.
Because each community is
different, each Community
Action Agency is different in
how they address the needs of
their neighbors. Common
programs include emergency
services, affordable housing,
early childhood and adult ed-
ucation programs, and trans-
portation. The network also
administers the Community

only federally funded pro-
gram with the explicit direc-
tion to reduce poverty. During
the conference in Dayton,
professionals attended ses-
sions focused on leadership,
innovation, program manage-
ment, and strategies to help
families achieve greater self-
sufficiency.

By hosting conversations
with candidates and elected
officials, OACAA continues
its commitment to educating
policymakers about the vital
role  Community  Action
Agencies play in helping
Ohioans overcome barriers

maswamy for joining us and  Seryices Block Grant—the and build brighter futures.
bridge heights and not rely support of The Eastern crease safety and efficiency.
solely on navigation devices, Transportation Coali- This initiative builds

which do not consider vehi-
cle height when giving route
guidance.

The "Check Your Height"
campaign targets all classes of
drivers operating commer-
cial trucks, leased trucks
(such as delivery and moving
box-type  trucks), recre-
ational and construction ve-
hicles. Crash data shows that
drivers may not always con-
sider vehicle height and re-
lated restrictions during op-
eration. For example, a
typical 26-foot moving/deliv-
ery truck may have a height
ranging from 11' to 13'6" or
more. The campaign also re-
minds drivers to lower truck
beds and check the height of
loads or equipment they're
hauling. Indiana motorists
can use INDOT's TrafficWise
app or map at 5llin.org to
plan their route.

INDOT, along with a
number of state transporta-
tion agencies across the
country are adopting the
“Check Your Height, Know
Its Right” campaign with

tion (TETC), a partnership of
19 states and Washing-
ton, D.C. focused on con-
necting  public  agencies
across modes of travel to in-

on TETCs 2025 corridor-
wide campaign, that has
served as the vanguard for
this multi-state collaborative
work.

22319 Ward Rd., Woodburn, IN
46797 « 260-632-1065
ewsllc@emypeople.net

eicherwoodworkingshop.com

» Granite & Formica &
Quartz Countertops

e And Much More
* 3600 Square Ft. Store
& Display

Furniture Store Hours:
M-F 8-4:30; Sat 9-12; Closed Sun

U~

Feeds..
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Local Manufacturer of
Quality Animal Feeds

Since 1920

Visit us for all of your animal feed needs.

Special requests? Give us a call, we do custom formulations.

P.O. Box 130 « Grabill, IN 46741 + (800) 589-2196

www.sauderfeeds.com

info@sauderfeeds.com
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ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH
RECEIVES GRANT FROM DEFIANCE MOOSE #2094

Congratulations to St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church,
Defiance, Ohio for receiving a $1,000 grant from the Defi-
ance Moose Lodge #2094. This grant will be used for the
church's Renewal of the Heart Retreat and the Fellowship
Breakfast this fall. Pictured with the check are (I-r) George
Westrick - St. John's Catholic Church Director of Retreat/
Breakfast and Stacy McCartney - Defiance Moose Lodge Ad-

ministrator.

THE LOCAL RED CROSS
NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Blood donations are down
all over the country, but the
need has never been greater.

On August 6th, the Ameri-
can Red Cross team will be at
First Church of Christ in
Hicksville for a scheduled
blood drive from 1 to 6:00
p.m.

What is needed? And how
can YOU help?

If you are able, please make
an appointment to donate
blood. Blood can only come
from one place - and that is
people. By scheduling ahead
of time, the Red Cross knows
how many teams to send.
Scheduled giving also saves
time for donors. (Walk-ins
may be taken at the discretion
of the team, so if that is the
only way you can donate,
please come!)

To offer extra incentive for
donating, a $50 gift card will

be awarded to one of the
donors from those who par-

ticipate.
Additionally, local Red
Cross Ambassador, Zelda

Zimmerman, is looking for
volunteers who will be willing
to drive non-driving donors to
and from the drive site. If this
is something you can help
with, please contact Zelda at
419-542-7401 or Colleen at
419-487-3096.

Please consider how you
can help. The world will be a
better place if we all do what
we can!

To schedule a donor ap-
pointment, go to redcross-
blood.org.

PAULDING COUNTY COURT
RECORDS

Criminal/Traffic

Disposition Report
Michael ]. Mettler, Fort
Wayne, Indiana, was found
guilty of obstructing official

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Commissioners’ office at 419-399-8215.

The Board of County Commissioners of Paulding County, Ohio, will be receiving bids for
the real estate on a cash rent per acre basis for the Jacob Farm — Children’s Home (FSA
#1586), consisting of 230 acres more or less (233.1 tillable) for the lease period
beginning the 14th day of September, 2026. Sealed bids must be marked “Jacob Farm
— Children’s Home” with the corresponding farm number indicated and addressed to the
Clerk of the Board. The bid must be received at the office of the Board of County
Commissioners at 451 McDonald Pike Suite E, Paulding, OH 45879 not later than 11:00
a.m. on the 12th day of August, 2026. The acreage lease shall be for a term of three
years. Contract details, farm description, and specifications may be obtained at the
office of the Board of County Commissioners between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. or on our website under Bids www.pauldingcountycommissioners.com

The Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to accept or reject any and all
bids. Should you have any questions, please contact the Paulding County

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

HEATHER BARNHOUSE, CLERK
BY ORDER

PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO
MIKE WEIBLE
LISAMCLURE

MARK HOLTSBERRY

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
OF APPLICATION TO PROBATE WILL

PROBATE COURT OF
PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO
HARVEY D. HYMAN, JUDGE

ESTATE OF SANDRA JO STAHL,
DECEASED

Case No. 20261060

TO: Robert Bilderback, Next-
of-Kin of Sandra Jo Stahl,
Deceased, whose address is
unknown

You are notified as a next of kin
of Sandra Jo Stahl, deceased, that
an Application for Authority to
Administer Estate has been filed
with the Paulding County Probate
Court on June 5, 2026, being Case
No. 20261060.

A hearing on said Application will
be held on Monday, August 24,
2026, at 10:30 a.m. at the
Paulding County Probate Court,
115 N. Williams Street, Suite 202,
Paulding, OH 45879.

You are one of the persons
entitled to administer decedent's
estate, and if you wish to be

considered for appointment to do
so you must apply to this Court. If
you do not apply, it wil be
considered that you renounce your
right to administer the estate. The
Court may appoint any suitable
and competent person to
administer the estate, giving due
weight to relative priority of right to
do so. Even if you decline
appointment yourself, if you know
of any reason why the above
applicant is not suitable or
competent, you should appear and
inform the Court.

Brianne Stahl, Applicant

c/o Glenn H. Troth, Esq.
(#0008420)

125 N. Water St., P.O. Box 84
Paulding, OH 45879

e

business. He was ordered to
pay $280 in fines and costs
and sentenced to 90 days in
jail, with 82 days suspended.
He was also ordered to main-
tain general good behavior. A
second charge for failure to
disclose personal information
was dismissed.

Megan N. Chamber, Fort
Wayne, Indiana, was found
guilty of driving without a
valid operator’s license. She
was ordered to pay $105 plus
court costs. A second charge
for failure to yield to an emer-
gency vehicle was dismissed.

Raul M. Flores, Water-
ville, was found guilty of fail-
ure to yield to an emergency
vehicle. He was fined $100
plus court costs. The case was
waived by the defendant.

Chase R. Mayer, Paulding,
was found guilty following a
bench trial of improper lights.
Testimony and exhibits were
presented to the court.

Troy A. Womack,
Antwerp, was found guilty of
driving while texting. He was
fined $95 plus court costs.
The case was waived by the
defendant.

Stacey M. Henderson,
Paulding, open container, dis-
missed at the defendant’s cost.
She entered a no contest plea
to physical control of a vehicle
while under the influence.
She was found guilty and or-
dered to pay $105 plus court
costs. She was sentenced to
180 days in jail, with 177 days
suspended, and her operator’s
license was suspended from
April 13, 2026, through April
13, 2027. She may attend a
Driver Intervention Program
in lieu of jail, and was placed
on standard probation, or-
dered to complete an evalua-
tion through Westwood, ob-
tain a valid operator’s license,
perform 20 hours of commu-
nity service, complete the
Keeping It In Check program,
undergo a risk assessment, re-
frain from alcohol consump-
tion and entering bars, and
her motion to revoke bond
was withdrawn. The adminis-
trative license suspension was

vacated. An OVI refusal
charge was dismissed.
Noelle JA Ringler,

Wauseon, was found guilty of
a seat belt violation. The case
was waived by the defendant.

Jason J. Hinkle, Lima, was
found guilty of failure to stop
at a stop sign. He was fined
$95 plus court costs. The case
was waived by the defendant.

Gary Owens, Oakwood,
was found guilty of disorderly
conduct. He was ordered to
pay $285 in fines and costs
and was ordered to maintain
general good behavior.

Jason L. Jackson, Grover
Hill, was found guilty of as-
sault. He was ordered to pay
$380 in fines and costs and
sentenced to 180 days in jail,
with 178 days suspended. He
was placed on standard pro-
bation, ordered to complete
10 hours of community ser-
vice, undergo an evaluation
and complete any recom-
mended treatment, complete
the Keeping It In Check class,
undergo a risk assessment,
and maintain general good
behavior.

Brian M. Tope, Paulding,
was found guilty of physical
control of a vehicle while un-
der the influence. He was or-
dered to pay $105 plus court
costs and sentenced to 180
days in jail, with 177 days sus-
pended. His operator’s license
was suspended from June 21,
2026, through June 21, 2027.
He may attend a Driver Inter-
vention Program in lieu of
three days in jail. Proof of in-
surance was provided, and

the administrative license
suspension was vacated.

Tanaka A. Scott, Mobile,
Alabama, was found guilty of
driving under a non-compli-
ance suspension. She was or-
dered to pay $97 plus court
costs. The warrant and war-
rant block were recalled.

Hunter R. Long, Paulding,
was found guilty of physical
control of a vehicle while un-
der the influence. He was or-
dered to pay $105 plus court
costs and sentenced to 180
days in jail, with 177 days sus-
pended. His operator’s license
was suspended from July 4,
2026, through July 4, 2027.
He may attend a Driver Inter-
vention Program in lieu of
three days in jail. Proof of in-
surance was provided, and
the administrative license
suspension was vacated.

Jason L. Jackson, Grover
Hill, was also found guilty of
driving without a valid opera-
tor’s license. He was ordered
to pay $105 plus court costs.
The $100 fine was suspended.

Tawfiq M. Almalahi, Fort
Wayne, Indiana, was found
guilty of driving under a non-
compliance suspension. He
was ordered to pay $97 plus
court costs.

Cailey N. Pierce, Van
Wert, was found guilty of a
seat belt violation. She was
fined $57 plus court costs.
The case was waived by the
defendant.

William N. Rodenhauser,
Defiance, was found guilty of
a seat belt violation. He was
fined $57 plus court costs.
The case was waived by the
defendant.

Jack L. Gillen, Morencdi,
Michigan, was found guilty of
an overload violation. He was
fined $95 plus court costs, in
addition to an overload fine
of $250.50. The case was
waived by the defendant.

FIGHTING WATERHEMP

Waterhemp is a tall sum-
mer annual and a common
Midwest weed, thriving in
wet areas but is adaptable to
various conditions. It is an
invasive weed in both corn
and soybean fields. Yield
losses may range from 11%
to 75%. It has separate male
and female plants, produc-
ing over 1 million seeds per
plant.

Waterhemp seedlings
have light green to red-pink
stems. Cotyledons  (first
leaves) are oval to lance-
shaped, hairless, red-green
above, and dark red below.
The first true leaves are ob-
long, dark green, shiny on
top, reddish-pink under-
neath, and shallowly
notched at the tip. Mature
plants can be 2.5-12 feet tall,
upright and branching. Wa-
terhemp has a deep taproot
with  secondary fibrous
roots, competing with corn
and soybean crops for water
and nutrients (Cornell Uni-
versity).

The pigweed family in-
cludes waterhemp, Palmer
amaranth, and redroot pig-
weed species.

Palmer amaranth has
longer leaf stalks than the
leaf blade, broader leaves,
sometimes  with  white
chevron markings while wa-
terhemp leaf stalks are
shorter and leaves lack
chevrons. Redroot pigweed
has hairy stems, whereas wa-
terhemp stems are smooth
and glossy.

Waterhemp is a late-
emerging species, often ap-
pearing after crops are estab-
lished, and thrives in agri-

(Continued on Page 11)
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ADVERTISEMENT TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids for the furnishing of the necessary materials and construction of the
ANTWERP SQUARE - PHASE 1

project will be received by the Developer: MWB Investments, LLC at the Village of
Antwerp Town Hall, 118 North Main St., Antwerp, Ohio 45813 until:

10:00 A.M. Local Time
Thursday, August 27th, 2026

and at that time and place bids will be officially opened and read aloud.

1. The proposed work consists of curb and gutter street construction, sidewalks,
sanitary sewers & manholes, detention ponds, storm sewer & catch basins,
waterline & fire hydrants and incidentals.

2. The engineers’ estimate for Antwerp Square - Phase #1 is $2,300,000.

Requests for bid packages shall be directed to Bockrath & Associates
Engineering and Surveying, LLC, 115 South Fair Avenue, Suite A, Ottawa, Ohio
45875, Phone: 419-523-5789. Bid Documents are available electronically at
www.bockrath-es.com at no cost. A hard copy of the Bid Documents and Plan
Set may be purchased at a cost of $50.00 (non-refundable).

. Bids will only be accepted from the Bidders listed on the Engineer’s Official plan
holders list. Bidders must contact Bockrath & Associates Engineering and
Surveying, LLC, by Phone at 419-523-5789 or email troy@bockrath-es.com to
request to be registered on the Engineer’s Official plan holders list.

. Bids must be submitted on the unbound Bid Forms contained in the Bidding
Documents and must be accompanied by a Bid Guaranty and Contract Bond in
accordance with Section 153.54 of the Ohio Revised Code or Bid Security
furnished in Bid Bond Form, shall be issued by a Surety Company or
Corporation licensed in the State of Ohio to provide said surety.

. Each proposal must contain the full name of the party or parties submitting the
proposal and all people interested therein. Each bidder must submit evidence of
its experiences on projects of comparable size and complexity. Bids shall be
sealed and marked as — Bid for ANTWERP SQUARE - PHASE 1 and hand
delivered or mailed to:

o

S

o

[=2]

Village of Antwerp
c/o MWB Investments, LLC
118 N. Main St., PO Box 1046
Antwerp, Ohio 45813

. Attention must be given to all requirements contained in the bid packet,
prevailing wage rates, various insurance requirements and the requirement for
a payment and performance bond for 100% of the contract price.

. Bidders must comply with the Prevailing Wage Rates on Public Improvements
in Paulding County, Ohio as determined by the Ohio Bureau of Employment
Services, Wage and Hour Division.

9. The Developer reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and to waive all
informalities not involving price, time, or changes in the work.

10. The Advertisement for Bid is also published at www.bockrath-es.com and www.

BxOhio.com

—

o
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SECRETARY ROLLINS EXPANDS RURAL SMALL BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES WITH NEW COOPERATIVE INTERSTATE
SHIPMENT PROGRAM FOR MEAT PROCESSORS WITH

ADDITION OF GEORGIA

The US. Department of
Agriculture Secretary Brooke
L. Rollins and the State of
Georgia have finalized a Co-
operative Interstate Shipment
(CIS) agreement, which pro-
vides an opportunity for par-
ticipating state-inspected
meat processors to ship their
products across state lines.
Under the agreement, Georgia
may inspect meat products
produced in participating es-
tablishments for shipment

throughout the United States.

“By entering into this
agreement, Georgias family-
owned meat processors will
now have the ability to access
the same domestic market-
place as everyone else,” said
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Brooke L. Rollins. “Our
ranchers have had to deal with
a consolidated processing in-
dustry that has 4 companies,
including 2 foreign owned,
dominating 85% of the market

ANOTHER GORRELL BROS

8

Deere Tractor...

Buildings...

Partial Listing... etc etc efc...

etc etc etc...

can also be viewed on AuctionZip

THE DAY OF THE AUCTION.

Large Antique and Household Auction

Contents of House and Buildings

AUCTION LOCATION: 1878 State Route 18 Hicksville, Ohio
43526. Head North on State Route 49, Turn Right onto E High St in
Hicksville and then Turn Left onto N Main Street (SR-18) to
Auction Location... Watch for Auction Signs!

Farm Equipment... 1954 John Deere Model 60 with power steering and
three-point hitch, restored 12 years ago, newer clutch, newer radiator,
fuel system has been cleaned, new paint and decals, all new tires, very
nice tractor, runs and drives as it should, very sharp tractor... John Deere
Four Row Cultivator, older restoration... John Deere 3-Point 3-Bottom
Plow (restored)... Older John Deere Plow... Mounted Cultivators for John

Lawn & Garden, etc... Shovels... Rakes... Hoes... Woodworking
equipment... Table Saws... Gas Cans... Pressure Washer... Sprayers...
Jacks... Nice Two-Wheel Trailor with Sideboards... Bicycles... Step
Ladders... Lawn Chairs... Portable Air Compressor Tanks... Extensions
Cords... Nuts... Bolts... Screws... Nails... etc etc etc Contents of Two

Household & Antiques... Plates... Bowls... Cups... Saucers... Fans...
Flashlights... Picture Frames... Lamps... Porcelain Pots and Containers...
Several Nice, Unique Glassware Items... Old Country Store Advertising
Items... Old Salt and Pepper Shakers... Camival Glass... Compression
Glass... Milk Glass... Several Oil Lamps... Vintage Child’s Toys... Very

Furniture... Roll-Top Desk... Old Chairs... Several Nice End Tables...
Curio Cabinets... Dining Room Table and Chairs... Many Shelving Units...

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: This is a very large auction. We will be selling
in two rings on auction day so bring a friend and plan to spend the day
with us! These are very nice, clean antique items. Don’t miss out of this
opportunity to bid and buy on these items. Gorrell Brothers will be offering
the real estate at public auction on Saturday, August 29 at 10:00AM.
The Farmwill be offered in 3 parcels. Visit our website at www.gorrellbrothers.
com or Gorrell Brothers Facebook Page for updates and pictures. Pictures

WATCH OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR DETAILS, PICTURES, AND
UPDATES... INSPECTION FOR ALL ITEMS WILL BE THURSDAY,
AUGUST 13 FROM 5-6PM AND FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 FROM 3-6PM
AND BEGINNING AT 8:30AM DAY OF THE AUCTION... TERMS: CASH,
GOOD CHECK, OR CREDIT CARDS (with a 4% convenience fee) AT

Gorrell Bros. Auctioneers LLC 112% N Water St Paulding, Ohio 45879
AUCTIONEERS: Kenneth D. Thomas, Chris Aufrance, Zach Gorrell
Call Today to Reserve Your Auction Date!

and today’s action takes a step
toward leveling the playing
field. In the Trump Adminis-
tration we will always put our
American farmers and ranch-
ers first by working with our
state partners to deliver re-
sults. ’'m grateful to have an
amazing partner in Commis-
sioner Harper who has helped
make this a reality”

“This announcement ex-
pands market opportunity for
Georgias processors, while
ensuring that rigorous food
safety standards are in place.
Georgia’s participation in the
CIS program will support the
local and regional economy”
said Under Secretary for Food
Safety Mindy Brashears.

With the addition of Geor-
gia, 11 states now participate
in the program, which pro-
motes the expansion of busi-
ness opportunities for state-
inspected meat establish-
ments. The CIS program was
authorized in the 2008 Farm
Bill and launched in 2012. Un-
der a CIS program, participat-
ing state-inspected establish-
ments that comply with
federal inspection require-
ments are permitted to ship
their products in interstate
commerce under the USDA
mark of inspection.

The CIS program is limited
to states that have established
a State Meat and Poultry In-
spection (State MPI) program.
To be eligible, a State MPI pro-
gram must demonstrate that
the inspection it provides to
participating state-inspected
establishments is the same as
the inspection FSIS provides
at official federal establish-
ments. For instance, a state
must have the legal authority
to administer and enforce re-
quirements that are the same
as the Federal Meat Inspection
Act, the Poultry Products In-
spection Act, and applicable
regulations. The state must
also collect regulatory samples
at the same frequency as fed-
eral inspectors and use the
same analytical methods at
laboratories meeting the same
level of accreditation as FSIS
laboratories. FSIS provides
ongoing oversight of the CIS
program and reimburses
states for 60% of the costs as-
sociated with providing this
inspection service.

In addition to Georgia,
FSIS has signed CIS agree-
ments with Indiana, Iowa,
Maine, Missouri, Montana,
North Dakota, Ohio, South
Dakota, Vermont, and Wis-
consin. For more information
about CIS, visit www.fsis.usda.
gov/cis.

PAULDING COUNTY COURT
JURY LISTS

Venire for Paulding County Grand
Jurors part II, term, 2026, Paulding
County Court of Common Pleas May 1,
2026 through August 31, 2026:

Payton Beckman, Paulding; Ashley
Bissell, Antwerp; Brandon Blankenship,
Payne; Reece Buerkle, Antwerp; Rita
Burkley, Payne; Bradley Burtch, Paulding;
Earl Chapman, Paulding; Miah Coil, Pauld-
ing; Bobbie Dix, Paulding; Constance
Dixon, Oakwood; Karen Elston, Oakwood;
Abigail English, Paulding; Ruth Eschbach,
Paulding; Martin Evans, Paulding; Rinda
Franklin, Antwerp; Holly Gaisford,
Antwerp; Kimberly Gamble, Paulding; De-
bra Grimes, Paulding; Jennifer Groce,
Antwerp; Beverly Gross, Cecil; Kay Head,
Payne; Tristin Knott, Oakwood; Alan Lee,
Antwerp; Francis Maag, Paulding; Seth
May, Payne; Marvin McCready, III, Pauld-
ing; Stephanie McCullough, Antwerp;
Jamie Mericle, Paulding; Robert Merriman,
Paulding; Amanda Newton, Cecil; Melanie
Nichols, Paulding; Dave Noggle, Payne;
Marsha Perl, Paulding; Jonah Schlegel, De-
flance; Gary Sinn, Haviland; Jamie Welch,
Payne

Venire For Petit (Common Pleas
Court) Jurors:

Mary Adams, Antwerp; Christopher
Adams, Paulding; Christine Adams, Pauld-
ing; Beulah Adkins, Oakwood; Lisa Adkins,
Paulding; Darris Albert, Paulding; Heather
Andrews, Oakwood; Stephen Ankney,
Antwerp; Sierra Arellano, Paulding; Her-
man Arend, Paulding; John Arms, Oak-
wood; Ryan Bagley, Antwerp; Lisa Baker,
Paulding; Danielle Barker, Antwerp;
Doreen Bauer, Oakwood; Colin Beebe,

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

CHAMBER LOOKS AHEAD TO LEADERSHIP TRANSITION,
FALL EVENTS & CANYON COUNTRY

By: Jill Strahley, Paulding
Area Chamber of

Commerce

The Paulding Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is preparing
for a busy second half of 2026.

Interviews for the Cham-
ber’s next executive director
began July 27, but interested
applicants are encouraged to
continue submitting applica-
tions. The position will re-
main open until filled as the
Chamber works to identify
the right person to lead the
organization into its next
chapter.

Position information and
applications are available at
https://bit.ly/PauldingCham-
berDirector.

The Chamber is also cele-
brating a milestone after
reaching 3,000 Facebook fol-
lowers. Every follow, share
and comment helps local
businesses, events and com-

munity stories reach more
people.

The “Planted in Paulding”
Annual Banquet is scheduled
for Tuesday, September 15, at
Grant’s Catering in Antwerp.
Social hour begins at 5:00
p-m., followed by dinner at
6:00 p.m., the Dessert Dash
and awards.

The Chamber is seeking
nominations for the Legacy
Award, Business Professional
of the Year, Young Business
Professional of the Year and
Golden Shovel Awards. Ban-
quet registration and nomina-
tion forms are available at
https://www.pauldingcham-
ber.com/Annual-Banquet.

Registration is also open
for the free NextGen Artists
Workshop and Marketplace
for Paulding County students
in grades K-12. The work-
shop will be held September
26 at the PC Opportunity
Center, followed by the mar-

ketplace November 21 during
Shop the Village. Registration
closes September 5.

Families can register at
https://bit.ly/NextGe-
nArtist2026.

The Chamber is also invit-
ing the community to travel
with Collette again. Travelers
from the Shades of Ireland
trip returned in early July
with enthusiastic reviews of
Collette’s customer service
and well-organized tours.

The next trip, Canyon
Country, is scheduled for
April 9-16, 2027. The eight-
day tour includes Scottsdale,
Sedona, the Grand Canyon,
Lake Powell, Bryce Canyon,
Zion National Park and Las
Vegas. Travelers who book by
October 9 can save $200 per
person.

For more information
about Chamber activities,
email info@pauldingcham-
ber.com or call 419-399-5215.

Paulding; Garrett Bennett, Paulding; Betty
Bensch, Haviland; Denise Berner, Defiance;
Jerika Bland, Oakwood; Janice Bodle, Scott;
Christian Bohland, Payne; Marvel Bowers,
Antwerp; Brandi Bowers, Antwerp; Walter
Boyer,  Paulding; Christopher Bragg,
Paulding; Breanna Briggs, Oakwood;
Christopher Brigner, Payne; Donald Brock-
haus, Paulding; Kaye Brofford, Grover Hill;
Donald Brummett, Antwerp; Sue Carna-
han, Oakwood; Jerri Carpenter, Payne; De-
bra Case, Payne; Abigail Clem, Payne; Sean
Cowen, Hicksville; James Craft, Grover
Hill; Patricia Crowl, Paulding; Matthew
Dangler, Antwerp; Thomas Darrigo, Pauld-
ing; Trisha Deible, Defiance; Dean Dimock,
Defiance; Esther Dooley, Paulding; Melanie
Dunham, Payne; Kevin Eblin, Oakwood;
Linda Edwards, Paulding; Cathy Eitniear,
Oakwood; James Farr, Haviland; Jeremy
Fife, Paulding; Lori Florence, Antwerp;
William Foreman, Antwerp; Michael For-
rer, Payne; Tara Fraley, Paulding; Anthony
Francis, Latty; Anita Friend, Antwerp; Rus-
sell Fulk, Payne; Vicki Gerschutz, Cecil;
John Gibson, Paulding; Ruben Gill, Pauld-
ing; Moses Godoy, Grover Hill; Jeromy
Gonzales, Paulding; Charles Gonzales, Jr.,
Paulding; Sherri Good, Paulding; Brooke
Gordon, Cecil; Lillia Greutman, Scott;
Hillary Grove, Oakwood; Jose Guzman,
Antwerp; Robert Habern, Latty; Jake Hahn,
Cecil; Ashlee Hall, Defiance; David Harp,
Paulding; Sandra Harper, Antwerp;
Lawrence Hartzell, Defiance; Donna
Hedrich, Oakwood; Samuel Heller, Pauld-
ing; Jeremy Henderson, Paulding; Jennifer
Herber, Antwerp; Martha Hessler, Payne;
Anna Hiatt, Paulding; Jacob Hoisington,
Paulding; Sean Holt, Payne; Bradley Hor-
nish, Oakwood; Maneca Huner, Oakwood;
Shane Jasso, Paulding; Heather Johnson,
Antwerp; Cathy Jones, Oakwood; Makenna
Jones, Antwerp; Patrick Kelly, Continental;
Jandra Kilgore, Oakwood; Emmett Klein,
Jr., Defiance; Frederick Koch, Paulding;
Troy Koppenhofer, Paulding; Daniel Kovar,
Oakwood; Thomas Krick, Paulding; Carol
Krouse, Antwerp; Paul Kruse, Paulding;
Kathy Kuckuck, Paulding; Tristin Lafoun-
tain, Paulding; Rita Landers, Oakwood;
Anastasia Larson, Antwerp; Carla Laukhuf,
Payne; Joshua Longardner, Antwerp; Patri-
cia Lowe, Antwerp; Crystal Lusk, Paulding;
Albert Manella III, Antwerp; Charles
Mansfield, Antwerp; Walter Mansfield Jr.,
Antwerp; Barton Mansfield Jr., Payne; Jamy
Manson, Paulding; Darren Manz, Paulding;
Adrian Manz, Paulding; Delores McCreery,
Cecil; Erika McGill, Payne; Kimberly
Meyer, Antwerp; Michael Miller, Antwerp;
Holly Miller, Cecil; Caleb Miller, Antwerp;
Heather Miller, Paulding; Evan Mohr,
Payne; Patrick Molitor, Antwerp; Robin
Molitor, Paulding; Mackenzie Myers,
Antwerp; Olivia Myers, Defiance; Cathy
Myers, Cecil; Elissa Nation, Grover Hill;
Jeremy Naugle, Oakwood; Matthew New-
man, Grover Hill; Holly Offerle, Payne;
Larry Offerle, Paulding; Bryant Orick,

Paulding; William Pabst, Haviland; James
Parsons, Payne; Chad Pease, Paulding; De-
brena Perry, Payne; Christopher Pittman,
Paulding; Valerie Plummer, Payne; Christo-
pher Putman, Payne; Donovan Ray Jr.,
Oakwood; Paige Rebber, Antwerp; Patricia
Reeder, Oakwood; Brandon Renner, Pauld-
ing; Joshua Retcher, Oakwood; Rosemary
Rockwood, Grover Hill; Nathanael Roop,
Payne; John Rosswurm, Payne; Miah Rue,
Paulding; Tara Schlatter, Cecil; Tyne
Schlegel, Payne; Amber Schuerman, Payne;
Paul Sentelik, Payne; Aaron Severtson,
Oakwood; Terry Shafer, Paulding; Owen
Sheedy, Payne; James Shisler, Oakwood;
Sherry Short, Paulding; Sadie Sinn, Havi-
land; Alicia Sinn, Latty; Jarrett Sitton,
Paulding; Waylon Smallwood, Payne; Lacie
Smith, Paulding; Charity Snider, Defiance;
Bruce Sowder, Defiance; Trevor Speice,
Paulding; Bessie Speiser, Paulding; Eric
Stoller, Paulding; Patricia Stoller, Paulding;
Roger Strable, Paulding; Suzanne Strayer,
Paulding; Kathleen Strickler, Payne; James
Talbott, Paulding; Daniel Theis, Defiance;
Karen Thomas, Oakwood; Charles Thomas,
Paulding; Kimberly Troth, Payne; George
Utterback, Paulding; Jerry Vancleve, Oak-
wood; James Varner, Oakwood; Carla Ve-
lasco, Paulding; Barbara Vogel, Defiance;
Timothy Vogelpohl, Paulding; Terry Wade,
Antwerp; Ann Walker, Paulding; Michelle
Walter, Payne; Robert Warmuth, Antwerp;
Joyce Weck, Paulding; Terry Wehrkamp,
Paulding; John Weisenburger Jr., Oakwood;
Nelson White, Oakwood; Daniel Wilhelm,
Oakwood; Ellen Williams, Payne; Christina
Williamson, Antwerp; William Willitzer,
Cecil; James Wilson, Payne; Zachary Witk-
ouski, Payne; Lisa Wittler, Paulding; Kristy
Wobler, Payne; Jennifer Workman, Pauld-
ing; Logan Wright, Oakwood; David
Yenser, Payne; Kari Young, Cecil

Venire For Petit (County Municipal
Court) Jurors:

Matthew Pierce, Haviland, Randall
Richards Sr., Antwerp, Chelsie Schoepflin,
Paulding, Cheryl Cooper, Oakwood; Vicki
McClure, Paulding; Dennis Collins, Defi-
ance; Cheryle Culler, Antwerp; Diana Stall-
baum, Oakwood; Jay Klopfenstein, Grover

Hill; Jadene Vance, Paulding; Len Etter,
Oakwood; Christine Baldwin, Cecil; Am-
ber Nowak, Grover Hill; Mary Ellen Arend,
Paulding; Anthony Stoller, Paulding;
Richard Conrad, Paulding; Gabriella En-
riquez Stahl, Defiance; Cathy Huss,
Antwerp; Jerry Glass, Paulding; Charles
Dix, Antwerp; Thallon Weller, Paulding;
Nicholas Mansfield, Latty; Marcie Mc-
Dougle, Paulding; Terry Clark, Cecil; Stacy
Laker, Antwerp; Sonya Adkins, Oakwood;
Audra Smith, Paulding; Grace Goyings,
Paulding; Samantha Baumert, Antwerp;
Jessica Dewert, Payne; Eric Weible, Pauld-
ing; Storm Dunakin, Paulding; Paxton
Grennay, Oakwood; Steven Leatherman,
Oakwood; Andrew West, Latty; Desiree
Bowman, Paulding; Chad Morehead, De-
fiance; Andrew Porter, Paulding; Donald
Smith, Antwerp; Lisa Holtsberry, Paulding;
Jowaine Larue, Oakwood; David Gross Sr.,
Paulding; Lynne Mansfield, Antwerp;
Heather Huff, Oakwood; Joe Shouse, Havi-
land; Richard Sinkhorn, Defiance; Devan
Denney, Oakwood; Roy Klopfenstein, Hav-
iland; Eric Buchman, Haviland; Adeline
Sanderson, Defiance; Gina Bendele, Pauld-
ing; David Mickelson, Antwerp; Barry
Brown, Melrose; Mark Johnston, Antwerp;
Paul Ross, Paulding; Gabrielle Griffin,
Payne; Ryan Rupp, Paulding; Nancy Griner,
Paulding; John Sandoval, Paulding;
Tomarra Ingol, Paulding; Wendell Hinch-
cliff, Grover Hill; Jared Dunlap, Paulding;
Lori Yoh, Paulding; Trace McKinley, Pauld-
ing; Bernard Brittig, Oakwood; Deborah
Wannemacher, Payne; Delmon Back,
Antwerp; Paula Lichty, Antwerp; Matthew
Adams, Antwerp; Deon Daugherty,
Antwerp; Ashley Gouker, Payne; Darrell
Robbins,  Antwerp; Rita  Brinkman,
Antwerp; Margaret Sulfridge, Cecil; Kendra
Cottrell, Antwerp; Danielle Phillips, Pauld-
ing; Lana Scouten, Antwerp; Megan
Roughton, Paulding; Jennifer Schaefer,
Payne; Hailey Grant, Antwerp; Aaron
Butzin, Antwerp; Daleigh Baksa, Payne;
Lori Clark, Paulding; Juan Guerra, Pauld-
ing; Constance Hasch, Cecil; Ethan Brown,
Paulding; Linzee Hahn, Antwerp; Arnold
Johnson Jr., Latty; Derrick Echols, Pauld-
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ALL OCCASIONS LLC NAMED BRONZE
SPONSOR OF DEFIANCE AREA

FOUNDATION GALA

Pictured are Mandi Starner, DAF Gala Committee Member
and Marisa Elston All Occasions Consultant.

The Defiance Area Foun-
dation is pleased to recognize
All Occasions LLC as a Bronze
Sponsor of the 2026 Gala, Bow
Ties & Boas, through a gener-
ous $2,000 in-kind contribu-
tion toward this year's event
décor.

Their donation helps create
an elegant atmosphere for the
Foundation's signature
fundraising event while sup-

porting the Defiance Area
Foundation Community
Fund, which provides flexible
grant dollars to support local
nonprofits, community
projects, and emerging needs
throughout Defiance County.
The 2026 Gala will be held
on Saturday, October 3, at the
Knights of Columbus. For
more information, go to defi-
anceareafoundation.org/gala

ing; Robert Iler, Paulding; Faith Vogel, Ce-
cil; Carly Billman, Antwerp; Brenda Tem-
ple, Payne; Randy Suffel, Paulding; Scott
Rittenhouse, Defiance; Cale Crosby, Payne;
Nina Theis, Paulding; Raymond Castaneda
ITI, Oakwood; Quentin Vance, Paulding;
Constance Gaisford, Antwerp; Thad Sinn,
Haviland; Gary Deatrick, Cecil; Daniel
Roebel, Antwerp; Dale Parrish, Cecil; Ger-
ald Fisher, Payne; Ruth Johnson, Defiance;
Roberta Agness, Oakwood; Fredia Cavin-
der, Paulding; Luther Puckett, Antwerp;
April Manz, Paulding; Brock Densmore,
Paulding; Brett Beckman, Payne; Daniel
Crosser, ~Antwerp; Rebecca  Geyer,
Antwerp; Hunter Long, Oakwood; Verner
Foster, Defiance; Carol Wyatt, Payne; Tam-
era Stoller, Paulding; Dorothy Gebhart,
Payne; Arthur Rhinehart, Antwerp; John
Shellenbarger, Payne; Christopher Collins,
Paulding; Austin Brooks, Paulding; Michael
Sturges, Payne; Benjamin Wonders, Oak-
wood; Rebecca Craft, Paulding; Joseph
DenHerder, Paulding; Linda Yanna, Oak-
wood; Virginia Kunesh, Antwerp; Thomas
Parrett, Oakwood; Gary Klopfenstein,
Haviland; Alex Zuber, Paulding; Joan Nick-
ols, Paulding; Louis Beregszazi, Antwerp;
Jalynn Parrett, Oakwood; Cory Salisbury,
Paulding; Mindy Newsome, Oakwood; Rita
Schmidt, Paulding; Kathleen Nern,
Antwerp; Alexander Smith, Antwerp;
Chase Gerken, Antwerp; Ramona Michael,
Antwerp; Sarah Sears, Paulding; Kayla
Gawronski, Paulding; Frederick Manz,

Paulding; Gregory Bertwell, Cecil; Dawn
Godeke, Antwerp; Ronald Parker, Pauld-
ing; Lillian Epple, Paulding; Victor Ther-
rien, Scott; Ryan Bostelman, Haviland; Jack
DeLong, Cecil; Lorna Coleman, Oakwood;
Darian Edwards, Payne; Chloe Thompson,
Scott; Marcia Wunderlin, Paulding; Sarah
Williams, Paulding; Kevin Carr, Antwerp;
Dominic  Mekus, Oakwood;  Rickie
Clemens, Paulding; Keegan Silva, Antwerp;
Mikayla Ayers, Antwerp; Adam Kosch,
Paulding; Kristina Booth, Defiance; Dakota
Sensabaugh, Paulding; Matthew Mead,
Oakwood; Kylee Barnwell, Cecil; Larry
Bassler Jr., Paulding; Timothy Smith, Oak-
wood; J. David Coleman, Antwerp; Emily
Sanders, Antwerp; Israel Laguna, Defiance;
Harold Spangler III, Grover Hill; Crystal
Cotterman, Paulding; Kathy  Smith,
Antwerp; Brian Lamb, Antwerp; Greggory
Spry, Scott; Carina Meyer, Antwerp; Lauren
Braaten, Antwerp; Robin Burk, Paulding;
Nichole Hornish, Oakwood; Jenifer
Manella, Antwerp; Rusty Gibson, Oak-
wood; Tommie Lytle, Payne; John Snyder,
Antwerp; Kaela Lucas, Oakwood; Danielle
Ripke, Payne; Daniel Miles, Paulding;
Sharon Burke, Payne; Carol Evans, Payne;
John Asher, Payne; Benjamin Winans,
Payne; Erik Bherns, Oakwood; Zachary
Durliat, Paulding; Darlene Boundy, Defi-
ance; Aimee Lichty, Antwerp; James Lichty,
Antwerp; Dawn Cook, Payne; Susan Cross-
land, Paulding; Beverly Lelonek, Payne

cultural fields, stream banks,
and waste areas. Its adapt-
ability to a wide range of soil
pH (4.5-8) and nutrient-
rich soils makes it highly
competitive (Cornell Uni-
versity). Waterhemp
emerges throughout the sea-
son, with later emergence in-
creasing the waterhemp

seedbank. Seeds remain vi-
able for several years, with
about 10-12% surviving af-
ter 3-4 years. Waterhemp
grows rapidly, nearly 1 inch
per day, and may reach 12
feet tall. Dense waterhemp
infestations significantly re-
duce soybean and corn
yields. Shallow tillage and

ESTATE SALE

12300 BUCKEYE DRIVE, PAULDING

Generations of antiques, furniture, glassware, collectables,
crocks, pottery and more. Housewares, art and artisan
collections, Christmas décor. A multitude of crafting supplies.
Tools, garage and yard items.

Cash and Venmo accepted.

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALES

12477 Baine St. Scott, OH

Call Nancy Miller, 419-605-8201, to put your
sale on the map.

VILLAGE OF SCOTT
August 6-8
Fundraiser & bake sale at the Village Hall,

MOWER LIFT FOR SALE:
Huskee HZR350 Lift for
riding or zero turn lawn
mower. $650bo. Call 419-
258-0127

DEWALT PORTABLE
POWER STATION DCB1800
4 battery Charger/inverter
- $339. Call 419-258-0127

RAIN TECH SEAMLESS
GUTTERS, 419-258-1818
30-32

TIMBER WANTED: Spe-
cializing in walnut trees,
white oak trees and hard-
wood trees. Buyer of
standing timber. Call Gary
Keegan 517-296-4601

2-31p

FORT DEFIANCE An-
tiques: 402 Clinton St.
Downtown Defiance,
OH. Hours M-Sat 10-5.

419-782-6003 tf
DEADLINE FOR CLASSI-
FIEDS IN WEST BEND
NEWS IS FRIDAYS AT
12NOON!

THE HEALING
HEARTH: Handcrafted

herbal remedies, salves,
body care & dried herbs.
Find us on Facebook or
Call/Text 419-258-0656.

Classified Ads
Sell it in the Classifieds!

Classified ads are $8.50 for 20 words or less
and $.15 for each additional word.
Bold is $1.00 additional.

Ph: (419) 258-2000 ¢ Email: info@westbendnews.net
P.O. Box 262, Antwerp, OH 45813
Classifieds MUST be paid up front!!

o © © 06 0 © 0 ¢ © 0 © 0 0 0 0 © 0 0 0 o

GARAGE SALE: 9521
Rd. 180. The Winners.
Aug. 6,7,8, 8-5. Furni-
ture, Antique Furniture,
Stained Glass Window,
Foot Spa, Kitchen & Can-
ning Supplies, Dishes,
Vintage Lamps, Portable
Heaters, American Flyers
Train Set, Bissell Little
Green Multi-Purpose
Cleaner, Wagon Wheel
and many tools. p

FOR SALE: +/- 37 ACRE
FARMLAND. Newer tile
and outlets. Hoytville/Na-
panee Soil.  Paulding
County/Harrison Twp., On
Rd 51 just North of CR 94.
Inquiries, Call Ken 419-
549-0871 29,31p

RICHARD BOWERS ES-
TATE SALE at 304 N
McKinley Street Havil-
land Ohio 45851. De-
pression Glass, Avon
items, Tools, Snow
Blower, Furniture,
Christmas Items, Paint-
ings & Prints, Vacuums,
Kitchen Items. Aug 6-8,
9am-5pm & Aug 9, 12-
5pm P

soil disturbance favor shal-
low seed germination.

Waterhemp has a lot of
genetic diversity so it is
adaptable and its pollen
spreads long distance on the
wind which favors plants be-
coming herbicide resistant.
Waterhemp has developed
resistance to many herbicide
groups, including glyphosate
(Group 9), ALS (Group 2),
PPO (Group 14), and tri-
azines (Group 5). In many
cases, waterhemp has multi-
ple herbicide modes of re-
sistance, including three-
way resistance, which com-
plicates weed control.

Combining soil-applied
and postemergence herbi-
cides, promoting  crop
canopy, and using cultiva-
tion in organic fields are
somewhat effective. Farmers
can manage resistant water-
hemp populations by diver-
sifying weed control over 3-
4 years to deplete seedbanks
and manage resistant popu-
lations. The use of both pre-
emergence and post-emer-
gence herbicides are critical
in corn and soybean fields.

Effective waterhemp con-
trol relies on a combination
of postemergence herbicides
like glufosinate (Liberty)
and 2,4-D choline, along
with layered residual herbi-
cides to manage resistant
populations.  Us  Enlist,
Xtendflex, or Liberty Link
soybean resistant varieties so
that glufosinate, dicamba or
2-4D can be used.

For soybeans, glufosi-
nate is highly effective
against waterhemp, espe-
cially when applied under
warm, sunny conditions
with good coverage of all
growing points. It is a con-
tact herbicide and works
best with ammonium-con-
taining adjuvants, applied
when temperatures are

above 75°F to ensure active
weed growth. The herbicide
2,4-D choline is effective on
smaller waterhemp plants (3
inches or less) and can be
tank-mixed with glufosinate
for taller or dense patches,
enhancing control.
Glyphosate alone is largely
ineffective on waterhemp
but may provide synergy for
grass control when mixed
with glufosinate.

Layering residual herbi-
cides helps manage water-
hemp’s extended emergence
period and resistant popula-
tions. Preemergence options
include: S-metolachlor
(Dual IT Magnum, Warrant,
Zidua), Dimethenamid-P
(Outlook), Acetochlor
(Warrant), and Metribuzin,
sulfentrazone, flumioxazin.
Applying a second residual
application about 30 days af-
ter planting can extend
seedling control and reduce
reliance on postemergence
herbicides (Michigan State
University).

Waterhemp populations
are increasingly resistant to
glyphosate and ALS-inhibit-
ing herbicides. To maintain
effectiveness: 1) Rotate her-
bicide modes of action, 2)
Use tank mixes with multi-
ple effective active ingredi-
ents, 3) Apply full labeled
rates rather than reduced
rates in mixtures, and 4) In-
tegrate nonchemical tactics
such as cover crops, inter-
row cultivation, and harvest
weed seed control.

Combining chemical and
cultural strategies improves
long-term control. Cover
crops like cereal rye can sup-
press early waterhemp emer-
gence. Forages such as alfalfa
reduce annual weed pres-
sure. Targeted tillage or in-
ter-row cultivation can man-
age emerged weeds. Field
edge management and
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mowing prevent seed return
to the soil. The goal is to re-
duce flowering and seed
production  if  possible
(Michigan State University).
In summary, use glufosinate
and 2,4-D choline for poste-
mergence control, timed ac-
cording to weed size and
weather conditions. Use lay-
ered residual herbicides to
cover waterhemp’s long
emergence period. Rotate
herbicide modes of action
and integrate nonchemical
practices to prevent resis-
tance and to reduce the
seedbank. Monitor fields
closely and adjust herbicide
programs based on local re-
sistance patterns and weed
pressure  (Michigan State

University).
—James J. Hoorman
Hoorman Soil Health
Services

As sure as it's going
to rain, the
classifieds sell.

W
[TIWlEINIT|Y[S]1]X]
Crossword solution
from page 9

Village of Scott
is hiring for a
Maintenance position
** maintenance experience
preferred **
SEND RESUME TO:
PO Box 155,

Scott OH 45886

Apply by August 31, 2026

HELP WANTED:

Innovative Assembly Services, LLC
109 Victory Lane, Antwerp, OH 45813
Phone: 419-399-3886
Email:
InnovativeAssemblySvcs@outlook.com

Family owned business located in
Antwerp, Ohio looking for general labor
associates to do light manufacturing
and assembly. Will provide on the job
training.  Hours are Monday-Friday
from 5:00 am-1:30 pm. Competitive
wages, vacation and personal leave
after probationary period.

To apply contact us via phone or
emall

HELP WANTED _

POSITION: High School Concessions Manager
REQUIREMENTS: Meet appropriate licensing requirements of the

school district and state.

START DATE: 2026/2027 School Year

DAYS/HOURS IN CONTRACT: 260 days/8 hrs per day,
negotiable schedule between 2nd and 3rd shift, potential for

overtime.

PAY/HOURS/DAYS: Per Master Contract.

APPLY IN WRITING TO: Interested applicants should submit a
letter of interest, resume, application for employment and any other
pertinent materials that may be applicable to:

Mrs. Jennifer Rust, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent
Wayne Trace Local Schools

4915 US Route 127
Haviland, OH 45851

Email: rustj@waynetrace.org
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Untilfilled

Wayne Trace Jr/Sr High School is an equal-opportunity provider.
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GRATITUDE, COMMUNITY PRIDE AND A CALL
TO BUILD AN EVEN BETTER SUMMER BLAST

The inaugural Revolutionary Run brought in 75 participants
that raised funds for the Paulding High School’s Pay-to-Play

program.

By: Jill Strahley, Paulding
Area Chamber of

Commerce

John Paulding Summer
Blast returned July 10 and 11
with two days of activities cel-
ebrating community, local
history and America’s 250th
anniversary.

The weekend would not
have been possible without
the businesses, organizations,
sponsors, volunteers and resi-
dents who stepped forward to
help. From planning and
fundraising to setting up,
serving food, directing partic-
ipants and cleaning up after-
ward, many contributions
came together to create a cele-
bration the community could
enjoy.

Community Revitalizing
Paulding organized Friday
evening’s parade, food trucks,
entertainment and fireworks.
Businesses, community

groups and families filled the
parade route with patriotic
entries and plenty of red,

white and blue.

Saturday began with the
inaugural America 250 Revo-
lutionary Run at the Paulding
County Fairgrounds. Despite
coming together in a short
amount of time, the 5K and
one-mile event welcomed 75
registered runners and walk-
ers and raised money for
Paulding High Schools Pay-
to-Play Program.

Garrett Stoller of Hybrid
Performance helped organize
the race. Heier Threads spon-
sored the event and created
the shirts, The Award Shop
produced custom medals,
Walmart in Defiance donated
bottled water, and the Pauld-
ing County Engineer’s Office
provided traffic cones. The
Paulding County Fair Board
also made its facilities avail-
able to participants.

The Chamber partnered
with Caring & Sharing Food
Pantry to host a Community
Picnic near Herb Monroe
Community Park. Volunteers

served pulled pork nachos,
coleslaw, bottled water and
patriotic desserts, while free-
will donations benefited the
food pantry.

The Paulding Area Cham-
ber of Commerce applied for
funding through a grant
project  titled  Paulding
County Celebrates America
250, and we are grateful to the
America 250-Ohio Commis-
sion for awarding additional
funds to support Paulding
County’s celebration. Those
funds helped support the
Community  Picnic, the
America 250 Revolutionary
5K and 1-Mile Run and
America 250 banners dis-
played throughout Paulding
County.

Paulding County Cele-
brates America 250 is funded
in part by the America 250-
Ohio Commission.

Saturday also included the
dedication of the Paulding
Veterans Memorial and the
unveiling of a marker recog-
nizing the Paulding Down-
town Historic District. These
projects created meaningful
opportunities to honor local
veterans, preserve community
history and celebrate those
continuing to invest in Pauld-
ing’s future.

Summer Blast demon-
strated what can happen
when organizations work to-
gether, but it also showed how
much opportunity remains.
Community events need peo-
ple with different skills, ideas
and levels of availability.

Community Revitalizing
Paulding is gathering contact
information from people in-
terested in helping with future
Summer Blast celebrations.
Whether someone wants to
lead or simply help a little,
CoRP will work to find the
right fit.

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

GEORGE FORREST’S LEE’S EXPECTATION NOW AVAILABLE
FROM WEST BEND PRINTING & PUBLISHING

After decades of writing
stories inspired by his legal ca-
reer and the people he en-
countered along the way,
Antwerp author George For-
rest has released his second
published novel, Lee’s Expecta-
tion. The book is now avail-
able through West Bend Print-
ing & Publishing in both
paperback and eBook edi-
tions.

At its heart, Lees Expecta-
tion is a compelling legal
drama that follows attorney
Jack Evol as he becomes en-
tangled in a contentious di-
vorce and custody case that
soon proves to be far more
complicated than it first ap-
pears. What begins as a rou-
tine legal matter evolves into a
story filled with unexpected
twists, hidden motives, family
conflict, political influence,
and the personal cost of pur-
suing justice. As the court-
room battles intensify, so do
the emotional struggles of the
people involved, reminding
readers that the law often set-
tles disputes, but it cannot al-
ways heal broken lives.

Set against the familiar
backdrop of northwest Ohio,
Forrest draws readers into a

world where small-town rela-
tionships, personal integrity,
and moral courage are tested
at every turn. Richly devel-
oped characters, authentic
courtroom proceedings, and
moments of mystery and ro-
mance combine to create a
novel that is both entertaining
and thought-provoking.
Rather than relying on sensa-
tional courtroom theatrics,
Lee’s Expectation explores the
human side of the law—the
difficult choices, quiet sacri-
fices, and enduring hope that
shape the lives of ordinary
people.

Forrest’s legal experience
gives the novel an authenticity
rarely found in fiction. A for-
mer attorney and judge, as
well as a World War II veteran,
he spent a lifetime observing
the complexities of human na-
ture both inside and outside
the courtroom. Those experi-
ences provide the foundation
for realistic legal scenes while
also bringing warmth, com-
passion, and credibility to his
storytelling.

Lee’s Expectation is George
Forrest’s second novel pub-
lished by West
Bend Printing &
Publishing. Earlier
this year, the com-
pany released his
debut novel, Top of
the Mountain, in-
troducing readers

to Forrest’s thoughtful story-
telling and memorable char-
acters.

The paperback edition of
Lees Expectation is available
online through the West Bend
Bookstore at bookstore.west-
bendprinting.com, where
readers may also purchase an
eBook edition. The novel is
also available locally at the
West Bend Printing & Pub-
lishing office, 101 N. Main
Street in Antwerp. Customers
may also order by calling 419-
258-2000.

The release of Lees Expec-
tation reflects West Bend
Printing & Publishing’s grow-
ing commitment to helping
local and regional authors
bring their stories to readers.
In addition to professionally
designing, printing, and bind-
ing books in-house, the com-
pany now offers complete
publishing services, including
editing, cover design, ISBN
registration, eBook produc-
tion, marketing assistance,
and worldwide distribution.
By partnering with area writ-
ers, West Bend Printing &
Publishing continues its mis-
sion of preserving
local voices and en-
suring that out-
standing  stories
from this region
find an audience
for generations to
come.



