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ANTWERP RECEIVES $2.3 MILLION STATE GRANT
FOR WORKFORCE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

ANTWERP — The Village
of Antwerp has been awarded
$2.3 million in state funding
to support a major workforce
housing development project
that has been more than a
decade in the making.

Ohio  Governor Mike
DeWine and the Ohio De-
partment of Development re-
cently announced $9 million
in statewide grants aimed at
encouraging residential
growth and workforce hous-

ing, with Antwerp receiving
one of only five awards across
Ohio.

Other communities re-
ceiving  funding include
Youngstown and Hamilton,
each receiving $2.5 million,
Lancaster receiving $1 mil-
lion, and Warren receiving
$851,000. The grants were
awarded from a highly com-
petitive pool of 48 applica-
tions requesting nearly $99
million in funding.

The Antwerp project, now
known as Antwerp Square,
will create more than 100 res-
idential building lots on ap-
proximately 90 acres of land
located between Antwerp Lo-
cal School and the US24 high-
way. The grant funding will
help extend essential infra-
structure such as roads, water,
sewer, and natural gas ser-
vices needed to prepare the
site for future home construc-
tion.

Planning for the develop-
ment began shortly after the
completion of the US24 high-
way in 2012. Early efforts in-
volved securing property op-
tions near the US24 and State
Route 49 interchange through
collaboration between the
Antwerp, Payne, and Pauld-
ing County Community Im-
provement Corporation
(CIC) and the Paulding
County Economic Develop-
ment (PCED) office.

Progress accelerated after
Jane and Leo Stumphy do-
nated a residential property
that provided access from
State Route 49 into the devel-

(Continued on Page 3)

PAULDING CHAMBER’S
LEADERSHIP IN ACTION
CLASS SEEKS COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

Community service project
will help expand accessible
transportation for Paulding
County seniors

PAULDING, Ohio - The
Paulding Area Chamber of
Commerce 2026 Leadership
in Action class is leading a
community service project to
help raise funds for a much-
needed wheelchair-accessible
van for the Paulding County
Senior Center.

Leadership in Action en-
courages participants to iden-
tify a meaningful local need
and work together on a
project that creates lasting im-
pact. This year's class selected
the Senior Center project be-
cause accessible transporta-
tion can be life-changing for
residents who need mobility
support and reliable access to
care and community re-
sources.

Partnering with the United
Way of Paulding County, the
class is working to help meet a
$26,500 fundraising goal in
response to growing trans-
portation needs for local se-
niors. The additional van
would help provide safe, de-
pendable transportation for
appointments, services, activi-
ties, and daily community
connection.

Community members and
businesses are invited to sup-
port the effort through gen-

(Continued on Page 4)
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NORTHWEST STATE’S VAN
WERT CAMPUS INVITES
GAMERS TO OUR INAUGURAL
MARIO KART TOURNAMENT

VAN WERT, Ohio -
Northwest State Community
College is thrilled to an-
nounce the opening of our
brand new Esports Lab at your
Van Wert Campus. To cele-
brate, NSCC is holding an in-
augural Mario Kart tourna-
ment from 5:00-8:00 p.m.
EST on Tuesday, March 31st at
the Van Wert Campus, 520
East Sycamore Street.

The event is free and open
to all ages. Food and drinks
will be provided, along with
prizes and NSCC swag! In ad-
dition to being able to play in
the tournament, attendees can
try out our new esports gam-
ing stations, explore the lab,
and learn more about the
growing world of competitive
gaming and associated college
programs.

“This new lab represents
another way Northwest State
is creating engaging learning
opportunities while connect-
ing with the community;” said
Kyle Klinker, NSCC Esports

(Continued on Page 2)
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Community

Calendar
TUE & WED

« Antwerp Comm. Food Pantry
@ Antwerp GMC, 9a-12p

March 17
« Alzheimer Consult Walk-Ins
@ PC Senior Center, 9-10a
o Caregiver Support Group @
PC Senior Center, 10a
« Finance Committee Meeting
@ Defiance Library, 1p

March 18
« Lenten Lunches @ Paulding
1 Presbyterian Church, 12p
o Health, Business & Industry
Fair @ PC Ext. Bldg., 11a-2p
o Defiance Co PERI Meeting
@ Delaware Twp Firehall, 1p

March 19
« Community Lenten Service
@ Auglaize Chapel Church,
Oakwood, 7p

March 20
« Fish Frys @ Paulding
Knights of Columbus, 11a-
1p & 4-7p
o The Addams Family @
Antwerp HS, 7p

March 21
o The Addams Family @
Antwerp HS, 7p
« Napoleonic War Garrison @
Old Fort Wayne, 9a-5p

March 22
o The Addams Family @
Antwerp HS, 2p

March 23
« Defiance Legends & Lore
Presentation @ St. John’s
UCC, Defiance, 7p

March 24
o Trivia on Tap @ Iron Horse
Brews, Sherwood, 6p

wy 02.7

PAULDING COUNTY'S OWN

Add your event to the calendar
info@westbendnews.net
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JIM SCHMIDT CHEVROLET COMMITS
$5,000 GOLD SPONSORSHIP FOR DAF

GALA

Pictured are Jim and Karen Schmidt with DAF Administra-

tive Assistant Dani Figley.

The Defiance Area Foun-
dation (DAF) is pleased to an-
nounce that Jim Schmidt
Chevrolet Dealership has
committed a $5,000 sponsor-
ship as a Gold Sponsor for the
Foundations 2026 Gala, to be
held October 3.

Jim and Karen Schmidts
generous support helps ad-

vance the Foundation’s mis-
sion and grow the Commu-
nity Fund, which provides
grants to nonprofit organiza-
tions  serving  Defiance
County. The DAF is grateful
for their continued invest-
ment in the community and
their commitment to building
a lasting legacy of generosity.

16-0

By: James Neuhouser

A perfect season. A once
in a lifetime event. You
couldn't have scripted this in
your wildest dreams. Yet
they pulled it off. I recall the
Miami Dolphins perfect sea-
son in the NFL.

A perfect season, a Heis-
man trophy winner, and a
national championship.
Years of preparation and al-
most impossible to accom-
plish. Ciginiti said he went
three straight nights with
only 3 hours of sleep each
night. This is from an inter-
view with the coach taken
two weeks after the fact.

How do you feel? Rushed.
Still coming down from the
hype of everything that hap-
pened. The interviewers
heart was racing. Did the
coach have the same experi-
ence. No, I had to keep my-
self under control. We took
chances, but we were in it, to
win it. We play fast, relent-
less, and physical. We will
not consider a player unless
he is tough. We don't make
silly mistakes. We average
one penalty in every thirty
plays, but we try not to hurt

ourself.

I would like to say some-
thing about playing fast. I
have a grandson playing for
Carroll High School and
they run every play just as
quickly as they can get re-
grouped. This year they
played a couple of teams
where they got ahead by 2
touchdowns and you just
knew the game was over.
They were playing against
slow deliberate schools, that
took the full 35 seconds to
run each play.

Carrol lost the sectional
to Warsaw last year. Warsaw
ran straight ahead every play
gaining two or three yards.
They had the ball the entire
third quarter. Football rules
allow too much time be-
tween plays, and whoever
heard of stopping a game
without even playing.

You form your habits,
then your habits form you.
You teach people to think
alike. You change their ex-
pectations. Life is about
habits and decisions. Every-
thing is earned not given. We
play one play at a time. After
the play is over, even if we
fail, we forget it and concen-
trate on to the next play.

(Continued from Page 1)

coach. “Esports continues to
grow across colleges and uni-
versities, and were excited to
bring that experience to the
Van Wert Campus”
Community members, stu-
dents, and gamers of all skill

levels are encouraged to at-
tend, compete, or simply stop
by to check out the new space.
You'll also be able to see our
new esports team mascot, the
NSCC Van Wert Vortex.

Please use the QR code to
pre-register and reserve your
spot (and your pizza!).

Football has completely
changed. With the transfer
portal, successful teams can
buy successful players. You
try to recruit the best high
school players, but now you
also have a class of transfers.
We live in a want it now soci-
ety. The coach is either a
hero or a bum. We try to
teach that the stage is never
too big. They had a number
of close games that they
shouldn't have won, but
somehow were able to pull
them out.

I've always wondered
what makes a good coach or
a good leader. In Indiana
basketball we had a coach
that won 80% of the games
in his lifetime. He surely had
to have some years with poor
teams. When I was at Leo,
our coach Whitey Heller,
coached for 10 years and
never had a losing season.

A word about the IU
quarterback, he's a devout
Catholic and quite outspo-
ken about his faith. If you
saw his mother at the games
she is has been dealt a life of
living in a wheelchair. He
was an outstanding quarter-
back in a Miami High School
but the University of Miami,
would not even let him walk
on. He played the title game
in his hometown against his
home university.

I heard the Miami quar-
terback state that he would
not be good enough to even
make their practice team yet
he made one of the biggest
plays of the game. I think
something can be said for
being humble. At least two of
IU's leading players, had
stepped in when a starter
was injured early in the sea-
son.

I am not what you would
call an IU fan. I enjoy watch-
ing sports but I could take
them or leave them. Not par-
ticularly a fan of tackle foot-
ball, but this was an incredi-
ble feat.

WEATHER WHIPLASH RAISES
FINANCIAL RISK FOR OHIO
FARMERS

Ohio farmers are increas-
ingly being forced to manage
two opposing threats in the
same growing season: too
much water and not enough.

In 2025, the state experi-
enced its fifth-wettest April-
to-July period on record, fol-
lowed just months later by its
driest August since record
keeping began in 1895. Tem-
peratures shifted sharply as
well, from a colder-than-av-
erage May to record-warm
overnight lows in early sum-
mer. This “weather
whiplash” directly affects
crop development, grain fill
and yield potential.

To help producers reduce
risk and protect profitability,
researchers and Ohio State
University Extension spe-
cialists with The Ohio State
University College of Food,
Agricultural, and Environ-
mental Sciences (CFAES) are
expanding statewide
weather monitoring, ad-
vancing drainage and soil
health research, and deliver-
ing science-based decision
tools tailored to local condi-
tions across Ohio’s 88 coun-
ties.

“Weather whiplash refers
to the extreme oscillation in
conditions in either a tem-
perature sense or precipita-
tion sense,” said Aaron Wil-
son, assistant professor with
CFAES, agricultural weather
and climate field specialist
with OSU Extension, and
state climatologist with the

university’s State Climate
Office of Ohio. “We had
both types of examples in
20257

Extremes within a single
season

May 2025 was 2 to 6 de-
grees Fahrenheit below nor-
mal across Ohio. That cooler
spring was followed by an
exceptionally warm June and
July, particularly overnight.

“Most counties in Ohio
experienced their record
warmest-average overnight
low for those two months,”
Wilson said.

Those temperature shifts
accelerated crop develop-
ment. Growing degree days,
a measure of heat accumula-
tion that drives plant
growth, moved from well be-
low normal at the end of
May to well above normal by
late August. The rankings
span the full climate record
from 1895 to 2025.

Precipitation followed a
similar pattern. The April-
to-July period ranked as the
fifth-wettest on  record
statewide. Just months later,
Ohio recorded its driest Au-
gust on record.

“The rapid oscillations in
precipitation extremes cer-
tainly match the trends we've
seen, and they are impactful
for agriculture;” Wilson said.
“Since timing of production
is so vital, a rapid drying pe-
riod or deluge during impor-
tant periods — for example,
planting, pollination and
harvest — can make or break
a season.”

Late-season drying is es-
pecially concerning for corn
and soybean producers be-
cause August moisture is
critical for grain fill. Even
short-term stress during that
window can reduce yield po-
tential.

Flash droughts, or rapid
onset dry conditions, are be-
coming more common, even
in years that rank among
Ohio’s wettest.

“Drought has always been
a part of the natural cycle of
hydrology in Ohio,” Wilson
said. While prolonged, mul-
tiyear droughts were more
common in the 1930s, 1950s
and 1960s, “shorter-term
‘flash-drought’  conditions
have become more com-
mon,” he said.

He pointed to Pickaway
County as one example. In
2024, the county experi-
enced D4  exceptional
drought, the most intense
drought of four categories
assigned by the U.S. Drought
Monitor. Between April and
July 2025, more than 30
inches of rain fell there.

For farmers, that volatil-
ity complicates decisions
about planting, replanting
and harvest timing.

“The message has been
consistent: Be ready to roll in
the spring when the time is
right,” Wilson said.

Modern equipment al-
lows more acres to be
planted in shorter windows.
But when soil conditions
swing from saturated to
powder dry in a matter of
weeks, decisions  about
equipment, herbicide per-
formance and input timing
become more complex and
more costly if misjudged.

As weather variability in-
tensifies, adaptation must be
localized and grounded in
research, Wilson said.

CFAES scientists are ex-
amining drainage manage-
ment, soil health strategies
and precision agriculture ap-
proaches that offer what
Wilson described as “win-
win opportunities” These
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Scripture of the Week

“And we know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose”

— Romans 8:28

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

John 1:1, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word
was God”

This opening verse of the
Gospel of John sets a pro-
found theological foundation.
It introduces the concept of
the “Word” (Logos), which
signifies Jesus Christ as the di-
vine incarnation. John em-
phasizes that Jesus was not
only present at the creation of
the world but is also an inte-
gral part of the Godhead.

1. Eternal Existence: The
phrase “In the beginning”
points to the preeminence of
Christ over creation and time
itself. He existed before any-
thing else was made, signify-
ing His eternal nature.

2. Divine Relationship: The
statement “the Word was with
God” highlights the intimate
relationship between Jesus
and the Father. This relation-
ship is not just one of proxim-
ity but is rooted in unity, sug-
gesting that knowing Jesus is

knowing God.

3. The Nature of Christ:
The declaration “the Word
was God” affirms the deity of
Christ. He is fully divine, and
this is pivotal to understand-
ing His role in salvation and
His authority to teach and
perform miracles.

We find that light symbol-
izes purity, truth, and guid-
ance throughout Scripture. In
John 8:12, Jesus declares, “I
am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but
will have the light of life”

This highlights that Jesus
not only illuminates our un-
derstanding of God but also
provides guidance and hope
in a world often shrouded in
darkness and  confusion,
which is so prevalent in to-
day’s society. He is the ulti-
mate source of truth, directing
us away from sin and towards
a relationship with God.

In summary, John 1:1 lays
the groundwork for recogniz-
ing Jesus as the eternal Word
who brings light into the
world, guiding us toward
truth and salvation. Embrac-
ing this light requires a re-
sponse of faith, turning away
from the darkness of sin and
accepting the transformative
power of Christ in our lives.
We need Jesus today more
than ever. Keep walking in the
light. When the light comes,
the darkness has to flee. Jesus
is the light! Stay in the Light,
and you will always see clearly.
Jesus loves you, and so do L.

Peace & Love,

—Pastor Dwayne

practices can improve re-
silience while maintaining
profitability.

“The more we can con-
nect these strategies to the
benefits farmers may receive
is crucial for their adoption,”
he said.

The college is also ex-
panding the Ohio Mesonet,
a statewide network of
weather stations that sup-
ports agricultural models
and pesticide alerts. By
strengthening access to lo-
calized climate data and de-
cision tools, CFAES and
OSU Extension are helping
farmers respond more effec-
tively to fast-changing con-
ditions.

A critical year ahead

Soil moisture remains a
concern heading into the
2026 growing season.

“It has been an abysmal
soil moisture recharge sea-
son in Ohio,” Wilson said.

Although snowfall has
been above average in many
areas, it has not delivered
enough moisture to offset
deficits that have accumu-
lated over the past six to 12
months. Much of northwest
Ohio remains 6 to 12 inches
below normal over the past
six months, contributing to

D3 extreme drought condi-
tions.

Forecasts indicate a
higher probability of above-
normal precipitation in late
winter and early spring. But
recovery depends on how
that precipitation arrives.

“We need time for the
water to soak deeper into the
soil layer and not come
down so heavy that it re-
mains at the surface or
washes off into the streams,”
Wilson said.

His message for Ohio
producers over the next five
to 10 years is direct.

“Water management is
key. Be prepared to deal with
too much and too little water
in the same season,” he said.

o

Pen. Herder

Funeral Home
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WHERE’S THE CHOCO-
LATE?

Penny For Your Thoughts
By: Nancy Whitaker

Each time we go shopping,
we see lots of items for the up-
coming holiday. It seemed as if
Christmas was just over, when
Valentine’s Day merchandise
arrived. Then came St
Patricks Day and the green
items we buy to celebrate and
the day isn't quite here yet.

Now there is Easter bas-
kets, decorations, peeps,
chocolate eggs, chocolate bun-
nies and so many of the treats
that I love lining the shelves.

My kids and I love the Cad-
bury eggs with that creamy
filling, coconut eggs, and oh
yes the peanut butter
ones. Yum, I hope I get a bas-
ket.

I just read, and maybe you
did too, that the company that
makes peanut butter eggs
(Reese’s) is cutting back on
their delicious chocolate cov-
ering. The Hershey Company
makes Reese’s Peanut butter
cups after purchasing the
company in 1963. Brad Reese,
grandson of the inventor of
Reese’s peanut butter cups,
bought a bag of the Reese’s
chocolate hearts for Valen-
tines Day. His mouth was pre-
pared to taste the creamy
peanut butter and the good
chocolate coating on Grand-
pas Reese’s brand.

Brad took one bite and spit
it out saying, “It was not edi-
ble. T used to eat a Reese’s
product every day, and this is
very devastating for me. In his
quest for information, he

learned that Hershey’s was us-
ing and replacing the milk
chocolate with a compound
coating and peanut butter
with a peanut butter like
cream to save money. A new
word was created called
skimpflation.

Disgusted, Brad launched a
campaign against Hershey’s.
His grandfather had started
the company in 1928 and the
Reese’s still cared about the
brand. He also revamped his
website saying “Brad Reese
Protecting Reese’s Brand In-
tegrity”

I always buy Reeses eggs
for Easter and I wish we could
taste them before buying. For
the benefit of the doubt, cocoa
beans comes from Africa and
weather-related issues has dis-
rupted the growing of cocoa

beans.

I remember way back
when the 5 and 10 Stores were
open you could go in and buy
a big chocolate Easter egg with
your name on it. I don’t think
they had peanut butter
ones, but they were really
good.

I sure am not picking on
the Hershey Company, but I
do like my peanut butter cups.
Now, do you like Easter
Candy? I could eat one right
now and hopefully they will
let the Easter bunny bring
those good Reese’s peanut but-
ter eggs. Do you make up
Easter Baskets and what is
your favorite kind of Easter
candy? Let me know and Tl
give you a Penny For Your
Thoughts.

(Continued from Page 1)

opment area. Kauser Excavat-
ing removed structures and
leveled the site, allowing
PCED to secure a $350,000
grant from the Ohio Depart-
ment of Development to con-
struct an initial access road
and drainage improvements.
Over the years, additional
partnerships helped bring the
project together. Property
sales from the Marlin family
and Antwerp Community
Church expanded the devel-
opment area, while numerous
meetings involving village of-
ficials, Carryall Township
trustees, county offices, and

investors helped consolidate
the property into the village
limits.

In 2025, two Powell, Ohio-
based investment groups—B-
MJW Investments, LLC and
MWB Investments, LLC—
completed the land purchase
and began preparing the site
with surveys and environ-
mental studies. Their plan-
ning confirmed the project
met the requirement of at
least 100 buildable lots neces-
sary to qualify for the state
grant.

Another key step involved
securing a second access ease-
ment for the newly acquired
US24 frontage. The needed

parcel was owned by Antwerp
Community ~ Church, but
funding for the purchase was
not immediately available. To
help complete the acquisition,
the CIC offered naming rights
for the first access road. Local
resident Sue Meyer stepped
forward, allowing the road-
way to be named Meyer Av-
enue and providing the funds
necessary to purchase the
easement property.

Paulding County Eco-
nomic Development Director
Tim Copsey credited years of
teamwork and persistence for
bringing the project to this
point. He noted that families,
churches, investors, busi-
nesses, and local government
officials all played roles in
moving the plan forward,
with as many as seven sets of
attorneys involved during the
process.

“This award reflects years
of teamwork among families,
the church, county, township
and village elected officials,
businesses, the CIC, investors,
and our PCED office;” Copsey
said, noting that the recogni-
tion as one of Ohio’s top resi-
dential growth projects makes
the long process worthwhile.

With the state funding
now secured, Antwerp leaders
say the project is poised to at-
tract new families, support
workforce needs, and
strengthen long-term popula-
tion growth in both the village
and the surrounding region.

The development repre-
sents one of the most signifi-
cant housing investments in
the history of Paulding
County and highlights the
community collaboration that

helped bring the long-
planned project to life.

REP. KLOPFENSTEIN
APPLAUDS WORKFORCE
HOUSING GRANT
DESIGNATED FOR VILLAGE

OF ANTWERP

COLUMBUS, OH - State
Representative Roy Klopfen-
stein (R-Haviland) today ap-
plauded the recent announce-
ment by Governor Mike
DeWine and the Ohio De-
partment of Development
that the Village of Antwerp in
Paulding County will re-
ceive a $2.3 million grant to
support the creation of work-

force  housing  through
the Residential Economic
Development District
(REDD) program.

The Village of Antwerp is
set to receive a $2.3 million
grant to support the develop-
ment of 345 workforce hous-
ing units through major in-
frastructure and roadway
improvements. Funding will
be used to construct new
roadways, drainage systems,
sanitary sewer lines, and wa-
ter infrastructure needed to
support a high-density resi-
dential development.

“Workforce housing is
critical for the continued
growth of our communities.
This investment in our com-
munity will help create more
housing opportunities for
families and workers in
Paulding County while sup-
porting the areas economic
development. I appreciate the
support from  Governor
DeWine and the Ohio De-
partment of Development in
helping make this project
possible,” said Rep. Klopfen-
stein.

According to the press re-
lease, the Village of Antwerp
has established a Priority
Workforce Housing District
and eliminated development
fees to encourage new hous-
ing construction. These in-

vestments will create a mix of
single-family homes, du-
plexes, and multifamily units
while helping address re-
gional workforce housing de-
mand. This project helps sup-
port housing demand created
by investments from First
Quality Tissue in Defiance.

Governor DeWine and the
Ohio Department of Devel-
opment announced last week
that more than $9 million in
grants would be provided to
support the creation of work-
force housing in five counties
through the Residential Eco-
nomic Development District
(REDD) program.

BIOLOGICALS BOOST
PLANT NUTRITION

Dave Stark, molecular bi-
ologist and CEO with Hol-
ganix says microbes boost
plant nutrition four ways by
making plant available nitro-
gen (N), by unlocking soil
fertility, helping plants create
robust roots, and by breaking
down nutrients in plant
residue. Soil biology is a real
asset to farmers which should
be enhanced.

Microbes have many soil
functions. A healthy diverse
microbial system improves
soil structure, improves water
drainage, stores more soil wa-
ter, and consumes parasites
and pathogens; releasing soil
nutrients. Generally, about
50% of applied fertilizer gets
into the plant, as it is first re-
cycled through soil microbes.
Microbes process nutrients to
make them plant available.

Nutrient efficiency on N is
only 40-65%, on phosphorus
(P) 15-25%, and on potas-
sium (K) around 30-50%.
Farmers operating cost for
fertilizer is around 36% for
growing corn and only about
half or less of applied fertil-
izer is efficiently used. Soil
biology and soil microbes im-
prove nutrient efficiency so
nutrients are absorbed and
used better by the plant.

Rhizobium bacteria are a
type microbe that create plant
useable N from the atmos-
phere. Legumes, clovers, and
soybeans use Rhizobium bac-
teria to grow N to make soy-
bean seed. Atmospheric N
gas has two N atoms attached
together by three strong
bonds and is converted to
ammonia which is one N
atom bonded to 3 hydrogen
(H) bonds. That takes a lot of
energy. Lighting is a natural
process to break the triple N
bond. Lightning contributes
about 9# of N/acre/year.

Commercial fertilizer cre-
ates synthetic N by heating up
natural gas N to 700-900F un-
der intense pressure of 150-
250 atmospheres. This re-
quires a lot of energy. Mi-
crobes do it for free but re-
quire food from plant roots to
have energy to break the
triple N bond down to am-
monia.

Biologically active soils
have protozoa and nematodes
that eat the N rich bacteria
and actinomycetes, making N
available to crops. Some free-
living bacteria release 20-
100# N to grain crops. These
free-living bacteria are not as-
sociated  directly = with
legumes or clovers but live
within .5 inch of roots. They
tie up alot of N, but in biolog-
ically active soils the N is
more efficiently recycled. As
much as 40%-60% of all plant
available N comes directly
from pseudomonas bacteria
that live inside the plant in a
process called rhizophagy.
Nitrogen fertilizer makes up
only a small part of the plants
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Call 419-258-2000 for information or printing quotes.

MILITARY HISTORY IN
PAULDING COUNTY

By: Mark Holtsberry

Edmund James Tuohy was
born February 22, 1897, in
Paulding, Ohio. He was the
son of Daniel Frank Tuohy Sr.,
born March 31, 1858, in Ohio,
and Caroline Mary
(Schoeder) Tuohy, born in
1867 in Ohio. The couple
married in 1888.

By 1900, Daniel and Caro-
line were living in Auglaize
Township, where Daniel was
farming. Their  daughter,
Mary Elizabeth, was born
April 9, 1888, followed by
Emma H. in July 1890, Daniel
Frank Jr. on April 23, 1892,
Ursula A. in June 1894, and
Edmund James on February
22, 1897. A farm laborer,
William Adams, was also liv-
ing with the Tuohy family.

By 1910, the Tuohy family
was still living in Auglaize
Township. Daniel continued
farming with the help of his
sons.

On June 5, 1918, Edmund,
living with his parents in
Auglaize Township, registered
for the World War I draft. He
was listed as a farmer, 6 feet
tall, medium build, with black
hair, hazel eyes, a dark com-
plexion, and single.

On August 26, 1918, Ed-
mund joined the National
Army out of Paulding. He
served with the 159th Depot
Brigade as a private until Oc-
tober 22, 1918, when he was
transferred to the 1st Develop-
ment Battalion. Edmund was
honorably discharged on De-

cember 9, 1918.

After his service, he re-
turned home to help work on
the farm with his father. By
1920, Edmund was the only
child still living at home.

On June 23, 1925, Edmund
married Norma Ruth Heil-
shorn, who was born Septem-
ber 19, 1908, in Defiance,
Ohio.

By 1928, Edmund and
Ruth were living in Wyan-
dotte, Michigan, at 2804 Elec-
tric Avenue. Edmund was
working as a clerk in a post of-
fice. A daughter, Madonna
Ruth Tuohy, was born in 1928
in Ferndale, Michigan.

By 1930, Edmund, Norma,
and Madonna were still living
at 2804 Electric Avenue in
Wyandotte, Michigan. Ed-
mund was still working at the
post office as postmaster.

On June 25, 1933, Edmund
was taken to Wyandotte
County Hospital in Michigan
with acute appendicitis. He
underwent surgery on June
26. On July 3, 1933, at 3:00
p-m., Edmund passed away.

His body was brought
home to Junction, where he
was buried in St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery in Junc-
tion, Row 9, Grave 9.

On July 4, 1934, Edmund’s
mother, Caroline, passed away
and was buried in St. Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery in Junc-
tion.

On November 25, 1937,
Norma Ruth Tuohy remar-
ried. Her new husband was
Charles Daniel Longeway.
They lived at 12237 Memorial
Street in Detroit, Michigan.

Their daughter Madonna
graduated from high school in
1945. She later married
Harold J. Owens on October
11, 1947, in Michigan. They
went on to have two daughters
and two grandchildren.

On November 18, 1943,
Edmunds father, Daniel,
passed away. He was buried
with Caroline in Junction.

In 1982, Charles passed
away. On October 22, 1985,
Norma passed away. They
were buried in Arizona.

... Until Next Time!

available N, and most of that
N has to go through a mi-
crobe first.

Plants also use microbes
to make all three major nutri-
ents: N-P-K plant available.
Microbes mine the soil, tak-
ing locked up N-P-K in soil
minerals. This requires en-
ergy and the plant roots sup-
ply this in the form of sugars
that are secreted into the soil
by the root. If the plant get
too much nutrients short-
term from fertilizer, the plant
root gets lazy and stops se-
creting sugars. This may be-
come a problem if the fertil-
izer runs out. The plant
suffers until it can grow more
microbes.

Microbes also secrete hor-

mones that increase plant
root mass. Since a root can
explore only 1% of the soil
volume, the more roots; the
more nutrients those root
hairs can extract. Associating
with mycorrhizae fungi (MF),
the MF can explore 50X-
700X more root volume than
the root hairs. The MF bring
back P, water, and micro-nu-
trients in the soil to the plant.

In addition, biologically
active soils break down crop
residues efficiently. Every 40
(200) bushel of corn produces
1 (5) ton of crop residue that
contains 17# (85#) of N, 4#
(20#) of P, and 34# (170%#) of
K. Crop residue has to have
soil microbes and soil biology

(Continued on Page 4)
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WT PAYNE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ANNOUNCES
FEBRUARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Payne Elementary Febru-
ary Students of the Month
have been announced. These
students are being recognized
for demonstrating the charac-
ter value of KINDNESS.

Pictured above are (front

row) Norah Mawer, Jayce Lin-
der, Madison England, Amelia
Schoenauer, Elsie Merriman,
Vinny Clay, Thomas Holmes,
Haislea Speice, Madilynn
Reed, Kaylynn Schwartz, and
Zaina Danner; (back row)

Bentley Vance, Clara De-
Waard, Deacon Boyd, Ethan
Valdez, Beckett Taylor, Megan
McKinney,  Piper  Mills,
Braylin Miles, and Abbi Miles.
Not pictured: Rilee Girardot
and Natalie Zartman

PAULDING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RECOGNIZES
FEBRUARY MINDSET MARVELS

Paulding Elementary School recently recognized students as Mindset Marvels, “We are Con-
nected”. Pictured above are (bottom row, I-r): Kennedy Combs, Case Fisher, David Martinez
Vasquez, Abby Laney, and Mateo Munoz Lara; (middle row, 1-r): Elizabeth Chapman, Emma
VanDeurzen, Mason Eddy, Gabriel Tavares Vasquez, Scarlett Thompson, and Gemma Skye
Walters; (top row, l-r): Avianna Manz, Quynn Arend, Ellie Branch, Bayne Dasher, Rylan
Dunakin, and Abby Cantu. Not pictured: Leo Wannemacher

OHIO STATE REPORTS A
RECORD $1.68 BILLION IN
RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT

COLUMBUS, Ohio - A
record $1.68 billion in re-
search and development ex-
penditures — that's the new
number presented today by
The Ohio State University for
fiscal year 2025.

“This extraordinary
achievement is a clear signal
that public and private part-
ners trust that when they in-
vest in Ohio State innovation,
they’ll get results,” President
Walter “Ted” Carter Jr. said in
announcing the new figures.

“Most impressive is what
these dollars buy: life-chang-
ing discoveries, economic
growth and healthier commu-
nities in every corner of our
state. 'm incredibly proud of
the scholars whose creativity
and drive for excellence is
making our record-setting
success possible. They’re prov-
ing every day that Ohio State
is a true academic power-
house”

The university’s expendi-
tures grew 6% year over year,
extending  record-breaking

annual increases and continu-
ing Ohio State’s growth trajec-
tory. More than just a number,
the university’s research enter-
prise powers discoveries that
save lives and strengthen com-
munities.

Across 15 colleges, Ohio
State scholars are supporting
life-saving advances in diag-
nosing and treating patients,
developing cleaner and more
sustainable energy solutions,
shaping the future of food and
agriculture, elevating arts and
humanities scholarship, im-
proving economic opportu-
nity, and unlocking the power
of artificial intelligence. This
collective impact reflects the
breadth and depth of a re-
search community committed
to discovery, creativity and
real-world problem-solving.

“This year’s record re-
search expenditures reflect the
bold ideas, relentless curiosity,
and collaborative spirit that
define Ohio State’s research
and innovation community;
said John M. Horack, vice
president for research. “These
results are a direct testament
to the dedication of our fac-
ulty, staff, students and part-
ners who push the boundaries

of discovery every day”

More than $797 million in
research funding came from
the university’s federal part-
ners, a 3% increase from the
previous year. Some highlights
include nearly $420 million
from the National Institutes of
Health - a 5% increase - and
$83.8 million from the De-
partment of War, an increase
of 12%. Funding from NASA
increased 15% to $10.1 mil-
lion.

The university’s industry-
sponsored research grew 10%
to $174.8 million. Partner-
ships between Ohio State and
business leaders like Honda
help develop breakthroughs in
battery technology. Starlab
Space LLC and the university
continue to explore innova-
tions in commercial space and
low-earth orbit across disci-
plines that include materials
science, human health and
performance, agriculture, mi-
crobiology, and more. The Na-
tionwide Center for Advanced
Customer Insights, housed in
the Fisher College of Business,
enhances understanding of
consumer behavior with sup-
port from Nationwide Insur-
ance.

Ohio State continues to
place among the nation’s top-
tier research universities. The
new National Science Foun-
dation Higher Education Re-
search and Develop-
ment (HERD) survey
rankings for fiscal year 2024
placed Ohio State 12th nation-
ally among all universities for
total research expenditures -
above esteemed research pro-
grams at Harvard, Duke and
Yale.

The Enterprise for Re-
search, Innovation  and
Knowledge, with support
from the university’s colleges,
tracks annual research and de-
velopment funding. The com-
bined total of federal, state, in-
dustry and institutional
support measures the re-
sources available for innova-
tive scientific research and
creative expression.

(Leadership... contd from

Page 1)
eral donations and sponsor-
ships made through the

United Way of Paulding
County. Checks should be
made payable to United Way
of Paulding County with
"PCSC Van" in the memo line
and mailed to 101 E Perry St,
Paulding, OH 45879. Dona-
tions are being accepted
through  April 15, 2026.
United Way of Paulding
County is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, EIN 34-1711867.

Sponsorship opportunities
include Bronze at $50, which
includes social media recogni-
tion; Silver at $100, which in-
cludes acknowledgement in
the newspaper article and so-
cial media; Gold at $250,
which includes name recogni-
tion on a plaque at the Senior
Center, acknowledgement in
the newspaper article, and so-
cial media recognition; and
Platinum at $500, which in-
cludes business name place-
ment on the van, name recog-
nition on a plaque at the
Senior Center, acknowledge-
ment in the newspaper article,
and social media recognition.
These sponsorship levels give
local businesses and support-
ers several meaningful ways to
help move the project forward
while receiving recognition
for their support. You can do-
nate online at https://united-
wayofpauldingcounty.har-
nessgiving.org/events/3613.

For more information,
please contact the United Way
of Paulding County, pcuwdi-
rector@gmail.com or 419-
399-8240 or a member of the
Paulding Area Chamber of
Commerce Leadership in Ac-
tion class.

(Plant ...contd from Page 3)

to break down and recycle
those nutrients. If the ground
is frozen or too dry, the soil
biology does not work. If us-
ing biologicals, its best to ap-
ply them after harvest ASAP.
If it is too dry or the ground is
frozen, save your money.
Residue breakdown biologi-
cals should contain more
than just bacteria. They need
MF who are good at breaking
down lignin, beneficial proto-
zoa, and other benefical mi-

crobes to work properly.
Dave Stark is often asked if
biologicals need to be applied
every year. The answer is
probably. Too often flooding,
freezing, and drought reduce
microbial populations; espe-
cially in conventional tilled
fields.  Soil microbes that
need oxygen like protozoa,
amoeba, fungi, and nema-
todes which consume the
bacteria often decline, so the
farmer loses microbial bal-
ance. About 6-10% of all mi-
crobes are associated with ei-
ther one type of plant or even
one crop (e.g. corn) variety.
Right now, scientist do not
know which microbes asso-
ciate with each crop varieity,
so wide biological diversity is

the best.

—James ]. Hoorman
Hoorman Soil Health
Services

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

COUNTRYSIDE KIDS HOST MANY
GUEST SPEAKERS

By: Leetim Crites, DHI
Media 4-H Writer
PAULDING- On Saturday,
March 7, the CountrySide
Kids 4-H club hosted a meet-
ing, beginning at 10 a.m. We
started the meeting with
Emma Miller-White leading
the 4H pledge and Dashlyn
Schweinsberg leading the
pledge of allegiance. We then
had our vice president read
over the old and new business
since the president was absent.
After this, we had multiple

guest speakers come and talk
about their job or hobby. To
begin, we had Theresa White,
a beekeeper, come in and
speak to our group. Next, Of-
ficer Rich Phelan and his K-9
unit, Ozzy, came in to speak
about his job and his amazing
dog. Our final speaker of the
day, Caleb Miller, came in to
talk about the Buckeye Bulls-
eye 4-H club. To wrap up the
meeting, the Vice President
closed the meeting up, and the
meeting came to an ending.

PAULDING HIGH SCHOOL ANNOUNCES
FEBRUARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

February Students of the Month for Paulding High School
are From L to R: Freshman: Makenna Manz, Sophomore;
Gabby Stork, Junior: Myrriah Manz, Senior: Hope Peters

POSITIVE PANTHERS RECOGNIZED
AT PAULDING JUNIOR HIGH

Each month Paulding Junior High School teachers select
one Positive Panther per grade level. These students are rec-
ognized for the positive character traits they exhibit as stu-
dents of Paulding Junior High School. Shown in the picture
from left are George Carnahan (Grade 8), Bay Snyder (Grade

6), and Ryan Lin (Grade 7).
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PJHS ANNOUNCES STUDENTS
OF THE MONTH

Each month Paulding Junior High School teachers select one
Student of the Month per grade level. These students are rec-
ognized for being some of the top academic performers at
Paulding Junior High School. Shown in the picture above (I-
r) are Adalyn Miller (Grade 7), Sage Paputsakis (Grade 6),

and Katherine Arend (Grade 8).

ODNR AWARDS 6
GRANTS TO BOOST
LOCAL ECONOMIES

The Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR)
Division of Mineral Re-
sources Management
(MRM) has awarded fund-
ing for six new projects that
will benefit communities
impacted by abandoned coal
mines throughout Ohio. The
projects, funded by the
Abandoned Mine Lands
Economic Revitalization
(AMLER) program, will ad-
dress and promote economic
and environmental opportu-
nities within historic coal
mining communities.

ODNRs AMLER Pro-
gram goes beyond environ-
mental restoration, it invests
in projects that help reinvig-
orate communities histori-

cally reliant on coal mining,
fostering sustainable eco-
nomic opportunities and
long-term growth in coal-
tield regions.

A previous AMLER grant
funded hanger development
at Richard Downing Airport
in Coshocton County.

“ODNRs AMLER pro-
gram is competitive and
aims to rejuvenate commu-
nities across the state,” said
ODNR  Director  Mary
Mertz. “I's important to take
these lands and turn them
into places and spaces that
benefit the people who live
there, whether it’s a new park
or restoring historic build-
ings, we want communities
with a coalmining history to
thrive”

The interior of the
Knights of Pythias building
in Glouster, Ohio. A previ-
ously announced AMLER

READER PICK-UP LOCATIONS

OHIO LOCATIONS

Antwerp: Antwerp Library,
Antwerp Exchange Bank,
Dollar Bank,
General, Family Dollar, G- Lichty’s
Mart, Genesis House, H20 Maramart, Panchos, Payne

Water Store, Pop-N-Brew, Library,
Ao s T LW Village offices, Vancrest of

Antwerp  Manor,

Pit-Stop, Small Town Bliss,
Bryan: 4 Seasons,

Walmart

Cecil: 127 Maramart, Paulding

Pancake House

Continental: ACE Hardware, Y4 Wit
Dollar . Ce Okuley’s Hardware,

Dollar
Pharmacy

General,

Defiance:Newman’s Marathon INDIANA LOCATIONS
Carryout, Smoke Stop, Chief, Fort Wayne:
Dollar General (Clinton St), Nursing Home, Golden Years
Advanced Assisted
Auto, Marathon Main Stop, Systems, Walmart
Public
Junction Dollar

Senior Center,

Rite Aid, Defiance
Library
General, Cabbage Patch

Edgerton: USPS, H&W Napa, garlan:
Kaiser Supermarket, Utilties
Dept, Marathon Main Stop,

Marathon (East)
Grover Hill: N&N Quick
Stop, GH Branch Library,

Dollar General

Hicksville: Sailers, Vancrest,
Shell Station, Citgo, Marathon,
Dollar General, Senior Center, Marathon, Adams
Johnson Assisted

Memorial Library, Red Angel General, Phillips 66

Village  offices,

Pizza, McDonalds
Ney: Marathon

Oakwood: Oakwood Market,

Bryan
Hospital, Chief, CVS, Dollar Sherwood:
General, Town & Country,

Carnegie Library, Stykemain,

VEW Post 587
Payne: Antwerp Exchange
Dollar General,
Barber Shop,

Puckerbrush Pizza,

ayne
Post  Office,

Sherwood Bank, Sherwood

Library, Village Food

Emporium

Scott: Scott Post Office

Van _ Wert: CVS, Ace

Chief, Walmart,
Orchard Tree

Golden Years

Living, Hahn
Grabill: Grabill Hardware,
Farm Building Supply, Save-A-
Lot/Grabill Country Sales

Marathon, Harlan
Donuts, Dollar General, Harlan
Cafe, Antwerp Exchange Bank
Hoagland: Hoagland Pizza
Pub, Mel’s Town Market

Milan Center: Milan Center
Feed & Grain

Monroeville: All American

Heritage
Dollar

Living,

New Haven: ACPL Library,
Clips, Chamber of Commerce,
CVS, H&K Chevrolet, Ken’s
Meat Market, McDonalds, NH

The Oakleaf, Dollar General,

Cooper Library, Landing Strip Bakery, Paterson Hardware,

Paulding: Ace Hardware Aol

Bargain  Bin, Board 01’” Woodburn: ACPL Library,
Elections, Chief, Corner Chop Shqp, Clip-N-Tan,
Market, Courthouse, Dairy Country Oasis, Dollar General,
Queen, Dollar  General Financial Partners, Heckley
Gardens of Paulding, Gorrell Automotive,  Post — Office,

Phoenix Manor, S&V Liquors,

B Holl i
ros, Holly, Wood & Vine, Hardware,

Integrity Ford, Kwik Mart, voodburn
Maramart, Napa Do It Best, Woodburn Xpress
PC Sheriff’s Office, PCH, PC
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grant is funding both inte-
rior and exterior renova-
tions, including the addition
of an elevator.

Projects will benefit com-
munities with abandoned
coal mines and are wide
ranging in scope, serving
several counties, including
Belmont, Coshocton, Gallia,
Monroe, Stark, and Trum-
bull.

AMLER funding has
been granted to the follow
projects:

Black Horse Inn Under-
ground Railroad “Night at
the Museum” Airbnb - Mor-
ristown Historic Preserva-
tion Association

Belmont  County -
$772,992

The project will convert
the second floor of the his-
toric Black Horse Inn into
overnight lodging, including
an ADA-compliant unit. The
project will create a unique
“Night at the Museum” lodg-
ing experience that will
complement the Under-
ground Railroad Museum
being developed on the first
floor. The museum renova-
tions are part of a previous

Appalachian ~ Community
Grant Program (ACGP)
award.

Joe Balo Landing Park -
Franklin Township and
Conesville Village Joint
Recreation Board

Coshocton County -
$371,250

This project will trans-
form a portion of a former
coal-fired power plant site
into a regional riverfront
park. The project will re-
claim land that has previ-
ously been impacted by his-
toric coal mining and
repurpose the land for public
recreation and conservation.
Planned amenities include a
picnic shelter, walking trails,
fishing access, and launch
points for kayaking, canoe-
ing and tubing.

Mercerville  Trailhead
Project - Guyan Township

Gallia County -
$1,300,000

The Mercerville Trail-
head will serve as a recre-
ation hub connecting thou-
sands of acres of public land
to local communities. The
trailhead will include a
pavilion with public re-
strooms, a water station, and
parking areas with bike
racks. Infrastructure to host
vendors and food trucks will
also be installed.

Inland Waterways Mar-
itime Academy Deckhand
Training Center - Sons and
Daughters of Pioneer River-
men

Monroe
$767,539

County -

The West Bend News is
published weekly for residents
of northeast Indiana and
northwest Ohio. The
publication is wholly owned by
West Bend Printing &
Publishing Inc.

Subscription  information
for the West Bend News follows:
If you would like to have the
West Bend News newspaper
delivered to your home,
subscriptions are $62.00 per
year. The newspapers are

available for free at pickup
locations throughout Northeast
Indiana and Northwest Ohio.
All content submitted &
printed in the West Bend News
becomes the property and

copyright of West Bend
Printing and Publishing Inc
corporation. Any and all
reproduction requires prior
consent by the Publisher. Any
submissions may be edited or
rejected by the editor.

The project will expand
and enhance Appalachian
Ohios first river maritime
training center, the Inland
Waterways Maritime Acad-
emy. This project will con-
struct a deckhand training
pad, renovate a pole barn
into a multi-use classroom
and equipment facility and
make upgrades to the visi-
tor’s center.

City of North Canton
Stratavon Mine Reclama-
tion Project - The City of
North Canton

Stark County -
$3,000,000
The City of North Canton

will identify and mitigate ex-
tensive underground aban-
doned coal mines northwest
of the city. The impacted ar-
eas will then be redeveloped
for commercial and public
recreation purposes.

Museum of Science Fic-
tion & Fantasy Arts - Trum-
bull County Historical Soci-
ety

Trumbull
$2,300,000

The Museum of Science
Fiction & Fantasy Arts
(MoSFA) will transform a
vacant downtown building
into a 14,000 sq. ft. museum
celebrating the science be-
hind science fiction and fan-
tasy. The project will provide
hands-on STEM and work-
force training through a CGI
Learning Lab.

Addressing environmen-
tal, economic, and safety
challenges associated with
abandoned lands and sur-
rounding communities will
foster growth in employ-
ment, tourism, recreation,
and business opportunities,
among other benefits.

The Division of Mineral
Resources Management
oversees the safe and envi-
ronmentally sound develop-
ment and restoration of min-
eral and fossil fuel extraction
sites. The division also re-
stores abandoned mine land,
enforces mining safety laws,
and ensures the protection of
citizens, land and water re-
sources.

ODNR ensures a balance
between wise use and protec-
tion of our natural resources
for the benefit of all. Visit the
ODNR website at ohiodnr.gov

County -

Call or Email your
classified ad today!
419-258-2000
info@westbendnews.net
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TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR
DEBT, ONE STEP AT A TIME

If you're dealing with debt,
youre far from alone. More
than 80% of U.S. households
carry some form of debt
(2025 TFederal Reserve re-
port), and since 2019, total
household debt for Ameri-
cans has increased more than
31%, to $18.59 trillion.

While debt can help you
achieve important goals, such
as buying a home or getting
an education, it can also cre-
ate strain on your life and fi-
nances. If you only make
minimum payments, for ex-
ample, youll hold debt
longer and pay more in inter-
est.

Having a clear debt reduc-
tion plan can help you take
control, reduce anxiety and
even save money.

Know your debt. The first
step is understanding what
you owe. Make a comprehen-
sive list of all your debts, in-
cluding credit cards, mort-
gages, auto loans, student
loans and medical bills. For
each one, note the total
amount owed, the interest
rate and your minimum pay-
ment requirements.

Next, add it all up to see
your total debt load. Then
calculate your debt-to-in-
come ratio by dividing your
total monthly debt payments
by your gross monthly in-
come. A good rule of thumb
is to keep this ratio below
35% if you have a mortgage
or 20% if you don't.

Manage what you owe.
Now that you have the big
picture, look for opportuni-
ties to reorganize your debt
more effectively. Perhaps you
can refinance existing loans
at lower interest rates, con-
solidate multiple debts into a
single payment or transfer
high-interest credit card bal-
ances to cards that offer
lower or 0% introductory
rates for up to 12 months.

These strategies won't re-
duce the total amount you
owe, but they can make your
debt more manageable and
potentially save you money
on interest. Just watch out for
fees and make sure you un-
derstand new terms before

making changes.

Set your payment target.
Start by identifying your re-
quired minimum payments
across all debts. Missing
these can trigger fees and
penalties and damage your
credit score, so treat them as
non-negotiable expenses in
your budget.

Next, look at your budget
to identify any funds avail-
able after covering all essen-
tial expenses. Consider how
much of this surplus to put
toward paying down debt
versus saving for other goals.
Remember that building an
emergency fund and saving
for retirement are also im-
portant  priorities  that
shouldn’t be sidelined.

If you have no surplus,
you may need to cut back on
things like eating out, clothes
shopping, on-line subscrip-
tions, entertainment or ex-
pensive vacations while you
bring your debt in line. Con-
sider an additional part-time
job for extra income to pay
off your debt sooner.

Prioritize your debt. Fi-
nally, decide which debts to
tackle first with any extra
payments. One approach is to
focus on paying off the debt
with the highest interest rate
tirst, which minimizes the to-
tal interest you'll pay over
time. Alternately, you can
target the smallest balance
first to help you build mo-
mentum and motivation.

Taking control of your
debt doesn't happen
overnight, but with a clear
strategy, you can make steady
progress toward your finan-
cial goals.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones, Mem-
ber SIPC

The deadline for the West Bend News is THURSDAYS
at 5pm for the following issue.
Send your news, ads, and classifieds to
info@westbendnews.net
Call 419-258-2000 for information or printing quotes.
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FIVE DISTRICT PLACERS, FOUR
PUNCH THEIR TICKET TO STATE

Paulding’s Civil Pumphrey finished Districts in the 3" place
spot on the podium to move forward to State. Photo by Carrie

Kimmel

Paulding’s Landon Dasher placed 4™ place at Districts and
will wrestle at the State level. Photo by Carrie Kimmel

From Antwerp, Maddilan Doster finished 3 and will now
wrestle at State. Photo by Carrie Kimmel

By: Carrie Kimmel

Over the weekend, seven-
teen  Paulding  County
wrestlers, 11 boys and 6 girls,
competed at the District
Tournament for a chance to
advance to the State Champi-
onships.

Paulding advanced three
of its four qualifiers, with
Civil Pumphrey, Landon
Dasher, and Thor “Stroker”
Etter all earning state berths.
Antwerp also celebrated a his-
toric moment as Maddilan
Doster became the schools

Thor “Stroker” Etter’s 3 place stance on the podium earned
him a place at State competition. Photo by Carrie Kimmel

first-ever girls state qualifier.
Wayne Trace’s Colton Kimmel
finished on the podium as
well, placing 6th and narrowly
missing a state qualification.

Girls District Results

Paulding’s Civil Pumphrey
opened her tournament with
a dominant 8-1 victory over
Abby Furr (Wapakoneta). She
followed with a pin over Cora
Frederick (Vermillion) in
5:33. Pumphrey fell in the
semifinal to Anna Madi
(Brecksville) by pin in 3:39
but rebounded in the consola-
tion  semifinal,  pinning
Kendyll Salyer (Seneca East)
in 2:24. She secured a strong
3rd-place finish with a com-
manding 13-0 win over Fred-
erick in the placement match
and securing her return to the
state competition floor.

Antwerp’s Maddilan
Doster had an outstanding
day on the mats. She opened
with a 56-second pin over Ke-
nia Delva (Lima Senior) and
added another fall in the
quarterfinals, pinning Effie
Klauda (Evergreen) in 1:37.
After dropping her semifinal
match to Evie Parmelee (Lib-
erty-Benton) in 5:05, Doster
battled back with a 3-2 win
over Madyson Smith (Mont-
pelier). She finished 3rd over-
all after a decisive 12-7 vic-
tory over Tamiya Whittsette
(John Adams), becoming
Antwerpss first girls state qual-
ifier.

Boys District Results

Paulding’s Landon Dasher
dropped his opening match to
Bronx Dickson (Indian Lake)
by pin in 51 seconds but
stormed back with three
straight pins—Camden
Dowdy (Grandview Hts.) in
1:18, Simon Peters (Madeira)
in 4:47, and Wyatt Curnutte
(Clearview NE) in 2:47—to
secure his state qualification.
Dasher finished 4th after fall-
ing to Cole Winemiller (Gra-
ham Local) in 2:17.

Panther = Thor  Etter
opened with a lightning-fast
15-second pin over Cooper
Stevens (Waynesville) and
followed with a 10-9 win over
Gabe Krieger (Graham Lo-
cal). Etter fell in the semifi-
nals to Brady Volz (Finney-
town) 10-4 but dominated
the consolation semifinal
with a 15-2 victory over Con-
nor Hockenbery (West Jeffer-
son), clinching his return to
state. He finished 3rd after
pinning Krieger in just 14
seconds.

Wayne Trace’s Colton
Kimmel earned a first-round
pin over Landon Abt (Blanch-
ester). He then fell to Spencer
Shore (Miami East) 21-1 but
rebounded with pins over
Cameron Kelsch (Norwood)
in 2:04 and Robert Allen (Pre-
ble Shawnee) in 4:38. Kimmel
dropped his final two
matches, 9-1 to Jaxon Vining
(Clermont NE) and 8-0 to
Baden Root (Graham Local),
finishing 6th and just shy of a
state qualification.

Other Competitors

Antwerp:

Gage Clevinger, Zac Salas,

Cami  McAlexander, and
Teagen Eaton

Paulding:

Landon Shartzer, Michael
Clifford, —Avery  Cooper,
Miguel Martinez, and Miracle
Omonayin

Wayne Trace:
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Brandon Hire, Ben Gur-
ney, and Karsyn Troth

Antwerps coach, Dustin
Carnahan commented after
the District tournament,
“Unfortunately, they [boys
team] end their seasons at the
district tournament. How-
ever, we are still extremely
proud of them and the season
they had!! Keep up the hard
work boys and your heads
held high,” Carnahan contin-
ues, “Congratulations to
Maddilan as she becomes the
4th Archer to reach the State
Tournament and 1st female!
All these girls wrestled their
hearts out today and we could
not be more proud of them!!!
They showed toughness and
grit all season long. We are
blessed to have this opportu-
nity and compete throughout
the year! Great season Cami
and Teagen! Keep climbing
Maddie!”

The State competition was
held March 13-15th in
Columbus at the Schotten-
stein Center of OSU. Look for
that wrap up in next weeK’s
West Bend News!

PARKVIEW PRIGES FALL
FOR THIRD STRAIGHT
YEAR, NEW REPORT FROM
INDIANA LEGISLATURE
SHOWS

Parkview Health’s com-
mercial prices have declined
for three years straight, ac-
cording to the 2025 Milliman
Hospital Price Benchmarking
Analysis. The study was re-
quired under House Enrolled
Act 1004 (2023) and issued by
the Indiana Department of In-
surance. It reveals that
Parkview remained below In-
diana’s statutory 285% of
Medicare benchmark in 2022,
2023 and 2024, underscoring
consistent progress in lower-
ing costs.

The Milliman report found
Parkview’s total contracted
commercial prices were:

* 278% of Medicare in 2022

* 272% of Medicare in 2023

* 262% of Medicare in 2024

All three years remain un-
der the state benchmark and
show a steady downward
trend, with 2024 falling 23
percentage points below the
threshold.

“These results affirm that
our long-term affordability
strategy is working,” said Dr.
Jason Row, president,
Parkview Physicians Group,
and chief value transforma-
tion officer, Parkview Health.

Prepare for
power
outages
with
Generac

“Perhaps more importantly,
were not slowing down. We
implemented a number of
new strategies to lower the to-
tal cost of care in 2025 as well
and look forward to seeing
these initiatives continue to
make care more affordable
and accessible for patients and
employers”

Parkview’s recent afford-
ability initiatives include:

o Partnering with Undue
Medical Debt to abolish more
than $64 million in medical
debt to 34,000+ patients na-
tionwide.

o Introducing an ER/ur-
gent care model in Fort Wayne
to ensure patients receive the
most appropriate level of care
- and associated cost — based
on their injury/illness. A sec-
ond ER/urgent care will open
in Marion in 2027.

o Collaborating directly
with employers to improve
employee well-being and in-
crease access to care through
on-site clinics, shared clinic
models and data analytics that
reduce absenteeism and help
identify patients’ rising risks
to intervene before acute acre
is needed.

o Further reducing rates for
Parkview  Signature  Care
EPO+, a direct to employer
health plan that offers more
than 25% savings compared to
traditional commercial insur-
ance options.

o Investing in ambulatory
surgery centers, outpatient fa-
cilities and hybrid care deliv-
ery models to provide
lower-cost options for many
procedures.

o In partnership with Hy-
lant and Butler University,
hosting an innovation compe-
tition aimed at reducing costs
for patients.

o Negotiating significantly
reduced rates with Parkview’s
largest commercial payor, re-
flecting lower hospital rates
through 2029 compared to
rates in 2019.

“The state’s analysis re-
flects the dedication of our
teams who work tirelessly to
innovate, streamline work-
flows and ensure we're provid-
ing the right care, in the right
place, at the right time,” Dr.
Row added. “But we also un-
derstand that affordability is
not a single project, it's a sys-
temwide commitment. From
reducing medical debt to ex-
panding lower-cost care set-
tings, were focused on doing
what’s right for our patients
and our communities.”

GENERAC
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PANTHERS’ TOURNAMENT RUN ENDS IN
CLOSE DISTRICT FINAL LOSS TO GENOA

Paulding was on top of the game the first three quarters of the
match with the help of junior Jordan Manz as he drives in for
the layup! More pictures at engagingexposures.com

NAPOLEON - The Pauld-
ing Panthers saw a strong
postseason run come to an
end Friday night as they fell to
undefeated Genoa 56-51 in
the OHSAA Division V Dis-
trict Final at Napoleon High
School.

Paulding finished the sea-
son with an impressive 20-4
record after battling Genoa,
who improved to 24-0 with
the victory. The Panthers
stayed within striking distance
throughout the contest but
could not overcome Genoas
late scoring and trips to the
free throw line.

Xander Kuckuk led the
Panthers offensively with 15
points, connecting on six field
goals while also pulling down
six defensive rebounds. Tyson
Manz followed with 14 points,
shooting 5-o0f-9 from the field
and a perfect 3-for-3 at the
free throw line. Manz also led

we’re not just bankers . . .

Member
FDIC

the team on the boards with
eight rebounds.

Jalen Manz and Blake
Rhonehouse each contributed
seven points. Jordan Manz
chipped in six points. Grady
Barton rounded out the scor-
ing with two points.

As a team, Paulding shot
18-0f-42 from the field (42.9
percent) and hit 13-of-21 free
throws. The Panthers col-
lected 25 total rebounds and
dished out 10 assists in the
contest.

Genoa shot slightly better
from the floor at 45.9 percent
and took advantage of 26 free
throw attempts, converting 18
to help secure the five-point

victory.
Despite the loss, Paulding’s
district ~ final ~ appearance

capped a successful season
that included 20 wins and a
deep tournament run, with
the Panthers competing with

we’re neighbors

Antwerp, Ohio
419-258-5351
305 S. Main St.
Antwerp, OH 45813

Payne, Ohio
419-263-2705
102 N. Main Street,
Payne, OH 45880

Harlan, Indiana
260-657-1000
10726 Thimlar Rd
Harlan, IN 46743

one of the state’s remaining
unbeaten teams to the final
buzzer.

ACPL RELEASES NEW MEM-
ORY KITS TO ADDRESS
MEMORY LOSS

The Allen County Public
Library (ACPL) is excited to
announce the release of five
new themed memory kits de-
signed to support individuals
living with memory loss,
Alzheimer’s disease, or other
cognitive challenges — and to
help their families, friends,
and caregivers engage in
meaningful activities together.
All five kits will be available
for patrons to check out im-
mediately.

Memory kits are carefully
curated collections of books,
music, photos, puzzles, activ-
ity prompts, and other sen-
sory-rich materials that help
spark familiar memories, en-
courage conversation, and
create positive shared experi-
ences. Kits are typically
checked out from the library
catalog just like other materi-
als and returned after a three-
week lending period.

The five new kits — avail-
able beginning March 1 — are
themed to spark memories
and conversations about dogs,
babies, Route 66, the 1960s,
and  handyman projects.
Memory Kkits like these are in-
creasingly used by libraries
nationwide to encourage en-
gagement and connection be-
tween patrons with memory
loss and their caregivers. Each
kit includes helpful caregiver
guides and suggested activi-
ties, making it easier for fami-
lies to use the materials at
home.

Kelsey Kreger, the ACPLs
Library at Home Outreach
Specialist, said when picking
the themes for the memory
kits, the goal was to expand on
topics not already included in
the library’s current catalog of
memory kits.

“Our new memory kits are
designed with both individu-
als experiencing memory is-
sues and their caregivers in
mind,” said Kreger. “Whether
it's travel memories, hobbies
and skills they once enjoyed,
or reminiscing about their
early parenting experiences,
we hope that our patrons use
the kits to reconnect with
their past, engage with their
caregivers, or even just add a
little more joy in their day”

Patrons with a valid library
card can place a hold on mem-
ory kits through the online
catalog or request them at any
library branch. Kits check out
for a three-week lending pe-
riod with the option to renew
if no holds are pending.

For more information
about the new memory kits or
resources for caregivers and
loved ones, contact the ACPLs
Library at Home team at (260)
421-1237 or lah@acpl.info.

OPSMA 2025-26
NORTHWEST DISTRICT
BOYS BASKETBALL TEAMS

FINDLAY — As selected
by a panel of media members
for the Ohio Prep Sports-
writers Media Association.

DIVISION V

FIRST TEAM: Julian
Washington, Castalia Mar-
garetta, 6-4, sr., 24.4; Walter
Plantz, Genoa Area, 6-8, sr.,
22.4; Jaxson Hall, Willard, 6-
3, so., 21.5; Lincoln Holler,
Findlay Liberty-Benton, 6-6,
st., 18.7; Blake Rhonehouse,
Paulding, 6-1, sr., 15.3; Judah
Keller, Castalia Margaretta, 6-
0, sr, 13.2; Ryan Routson,
Genoa Area, 5-7, sr., 13.4.

PLAYERS OF THE YEAR:
Julian Washington, Castalia
Margaretta; Walter Plantz,
Genoa Area.

COACHES OF THE
YEAR: Jon Sandwisch, Genoa
Area; Greg Badenhop, Lib-
erty Center.

SECOND TEAM: Jack
Badenhop, Liberty Center, 6-
4, fr., 14.4; Reid Irwin, Find-
lay Liberty-Benton, 6-1, sr.,
8.7; Cole Leimeister, Milan
Edison, 5-10, sr, 20.5;
Quentin Conway, Huron, 6-1,
st., 15.9; Brayden Luidhardt,
Pemberville Eastwood, 6-2,
s0., 17.6; Zach Hallett, Oak
Harbor, 6-1, jr., 15.0; Tyson
Manz, Paulding, 6-6, so., 15.1;
Landon Knapke, Coldwater,
6-1,sr.,12.9.

THIRD TEAM: Coltyn
Meagrow, Milan Edison, 6-4,
st., 18.1; Alex York, Delta, 6-1,
sr., 152; Wyatt Gericke,
Archbold, 6-3, so., 12.6; Xan-
der Kuckuck, Paulding, 6-3,

(Continued on Page 11)
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BLUFFTON TIGERS DEFEAT WOODLAN
IN SECTIONAL SEMIFINAL

Woodlan Junior Keaton Delagrange is sent to the line after
being fouled and scores this shot for the Warriors. More pic-
tures at engagingexposures.com

BLUFFTON - The
Bluffton Tigers advanced in
the THSAA boys basketball
tournament Friday night with
a 49-39 victory over the
Woodlan Warriors in a sec-
tional semifinal game at
Bluffton High School.

In the first half, the War-
riors were blazing as they
squared up against the
Bluffton Tigers ending the
first quarter, 4-4. Then going
into half-time, Woodlan still
contained the lead, 18-14.

Bluffton built momentum in
the third gaining 16 points to
Woodlan’s 7 pulling the Tigers
ahead 30-25. The Tigers
closed out the game in the
fourth to secure the victory.

Top scorers for the War-
riors were Ashtin Jacquay with
13, CJ Bullock with 8, Cam-
den Brooks and Alex Art both
chipped in 5 points, and
Keaton Delagrange grabbed 4
points.

With this loss, Woodlan
ends their season.
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THE LEFT TURN

Great Lakes Super Sprints will return to I-96 Speedway. Jim

DenHamer Photo Credit.

By: Ron Burt

This is part #2 of a three
week series of tri-state race-
tracks that run weekly shows.
Before you leave for an event
always go online to the tracks
web or Facebook page and
make sure theyre racing the
night youre planning to at-
tend.

Montpelier Speedway in
Montpelier Indiana is run by
the Milkman, and he has
worked hard to make this
speedway good for the drivers
and fans. Sometimes it takes a
former driver to see things
promotors and owners don't.
Opening date for 2026 is Sat-
urday, April 11th, and the
track will stay open until Oc-
tober 24th and the Annual
Monster Mash. There will be a
special Tuesday night show on
July 7th and a couple of Friday
night shows. This dirt track
draws cars from Ohio and In-
diana for normal Saturday
shows. You will see cars from
Limaland, Eldora, Oakshade
and the old Gas City I-69
Speedway competing against
Montpelier's hometown fa-
vorites. Dirt UMP Modifieds,
Super Stocks, Street Stocks
and Hornets normally run ev-
ery Saturday night. During the

summer almost every race
night, the Milkman brings in a
class or racing series to head-
line the evening, BOSS
Sprints, The Iron Man Super
Late Models, USAC Thunder
Midgets and the Great Lakes
Super Sprints.

Do you like stock cars?
April to September Oakshade
Raceway in Wauseon Ohio is
where the fastest meet to race
and has some of the best side
by side stock car racing in the
tri-state. Weekly shows feature
UMP Dirt Late Models, Late
Model Sportsmen, Dominator
Stocks and Sport Compacts.
Once a year Modifieds come
to Oakshade Raceway with
the Late Model Hell Tour. The
3/8th mile dirt track hasnt
posted their 2026 schedule,
but they have 3 races annually
that draw drivers and fans
from throughout the Midwest,
the Barney Oldfield Race, An-
nual Birthday Race, and the
Papa Boiler Super Stock Spec-
tacular.

Locally when the weather
looks bad, some of the area
drivers and fans head north to
Michigan. Hartford Speedway
will open for racing Friday,
May 8th and will end the year
Saturday, September 19th.

They run a couple of different
types of stock car classes but
bring in the Great Lakes
Sprints, Non-Wing Sprints,
World of Outlaws, Late Mod-
els and other classes to head-
line their weekly shows.

1-96 Speedway is in Lake
Odessa Michigan and runs
lots of Friday nights. This
speedway is very driver and
fan friendly and works hard to
build those relationships. Car
counts and fan attendance
keep growing. Opening night
is Friday, April 24th and the
season will end August 28th.
UMP Late Models, IMCA
Modifieds, Street Stocks and
Compacts are the regular
nightly show, but they also
bring in National Series for
Late Models, All Star Circuit
of Champions for the 410
Winged Outlaw Sprints. The
Great Lake Super Sprints and
Non-Winged Sprints make
several appearances during
the season. This track spoils
the race fans with a good vari-
ety of events.

Plymouth Motor Speedway
is a semi banked paved track
30 minutes west of Fort
Wayne. This is another speed-
way that likes to run on Friday
nights and they have good car
counts and a strong fan base.
Race nights feature Outlaw
Late Models,

Street  Stocks,  Factory
Fords/Crown  Vics, Four
Cylinders and Hornets. This
summer the track will bring in
the Outlaw 350 Super Modi-
fieds and the All Star National
Pavement Midget Series. The
gates swing open Friday, April
24th and end the season Sep-
tember 12th.

Next week I'll wrap this 3
part series up with a few
speedways that run special
limited schedules but all big
events paying out enough in
winnings to attract race teams
from all over the country. Un-
til next week, keep your
wheels down. Ron out! www.
facebook.com/ohiosports-
blitz/.
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OFF STAGE PRODUCTIONS ANNOUNCES CAST OF
SPRING COMEDY: “INSANE WITH POWER”

Cast of “Insane with Power is shown above: (front, 1-r) Emily Smith, Aimey Lehman, and Alea
Rex; (back, I-r) Daniel Sanderson (Director), SlimPickens419, Nick Long, and Spencer Wen-

ninger.

Off Stage Productions
is proud to announce the cast
and crew for “Insane with
Power” by Scott Hahn. The
cast is as follows:

Lois Lancaster - Emily
Smith; Speed Freak - Spencer
Wenninger; Dim Bulb - Nick
Long; Mental - Aimey
Lehman; Kevin Bendis -
SlimPickens419; Dr. Gail Eis-
ner — Alea Rex; DIRECTOR:
Daniel ~ Sanderson; COS-
TUMER: Julie Lang

SYNOPSIS: Lois Lancaster
is a big-city journalist writing
about the current state of
mental health facilities. Her
research takes her to a hospi-
tal populated with a unique
group of quirky inmates who
imagine they are crime-fight-
ing superheroes. Speed Freak
thinks he can run at incredible
speeds, while Dim Bulb, the
most enthusiastic person on
the face of the earth, thinks
he has the ability to turn off
lights with his brain. Mental

thinks she can read minds, de-
spite being prone to sudden
outbursts of bizarre non-se-
quiturs. Kevin, much less
quirky and flamboyant than
the other inmates, doesn’t em-
barrass himself with a ridicu-
lous code name or costume..
.at least, not initially. Dr. Gail
Eisner appears to be a kindly
hospital ~administrator; a
steady influence needed to ef-
fectively run a madhouse like
this one. At first Lois finds
their elaborate superhero fan-
tasies to be an entertaining di-
version, the wild delusions of
unstable minds, until some-
thing unusual happens that
makes her wonder ...

All shows will be in the
Commons at Vantage Career

Center, 818 N. Franklin Street
in Van Wert, Ohio. Enter
Door 13 off the back parking
lot where plenty of parking
spaces are available.
Reservations for Members
open Monday, March 30,
2026. Reservations for the
General Public open Wednes-
day, April 1, 2026. Call the box
office number 419-605-6708
on or after these days to re-
serve your tables and seats!
Box Office Hours: Monday
through Saturday - Noon un-
til 6:00 p.m. No Sunday calls
please. All shows require
reservations, please, so we
may be certain of the amount
of food or popcorn needed for
that evening. Thank you!
Friday shows are “Popcorn

HIGH SCHOOL

Men & Women’s Basketball
SCORES & MORE
20 Conferences:
9:30 £10:30PM

ohio Sport Blitz Facebook Live with Ron Burt

www.facebook.com/
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Nights”. Saturday evening and
Sunday matinee shows are
Dinner Theatre.

Show dates will be: April
17,18, 19, 24, 25 & 26.

Friday doors open at 7:00
p.m., show starts at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday doors open 6:00
p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m.,
show 7:30 p.m. Sunday doors
open 12:30 p.m., dinner at
1:00 p.m., and show at 2:00
p.m.

ANTWERP COUNCIL
MEETING DISCUSES WATER
BREAKS AND OTHER
IMPORTANT ITEMS

ANTWERP — Antwerp
Village Council met Wednes-
day, March 11, 2026 at 5:30
p.m. with Mayor Bryan Smith
presiding. Council members
present were Jason Franks,
Bill Boylan, Derek Demon-
geot, Dean Rister, John
Ganger and John DeVore III.

Council approved the Feb-
ruary regular meeting min-
utes and the February month-
end financial report.

During discussion of EMS
matters, council noted that

The Paulding County Veteran’s Service Office
is dedicated to aiding Paulding County veterans
and their families in time of need.

There are two basic services the agency provides:

1 - EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - Provide
short term financial assistance to eligible veterans and their
families who demonstrate a need. This includes, but is not
limited to, food, gas, mortgage/rent and assistance with
utility payments.

2 — CLAIMS ASSISTANCE - Provide services for veterans
and other claimants for help with VA claims for any federal,
state, or local benefits.

We also provide reimbursement for the cost of transportation
to VA medical facilities in our area, or in the case where the
veteran cannot drive himself, we will provide a driver.

Our office hours are Tuesday thru Friday,
9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Arrangements can be made for after
office hours appointments
Any questions, please call 419-399-8285

after meeting with Ashley,
EMS reports will now be sub-
mitted three times per year
instead of monthly. Officials
said the change was based on
the flow of information and
the time required to prepare
the report. They added that
once new software is in place,
the report could potentially
return to a monthly format.

In his administrative re-
port, Village Administrator
Brian Davis said the village’s
WSLRA grant funding appli-
cation for the water treatment
plant had been filed that day
through Jones and Henry. He
said he did not yet know the
timeline for a response, but
because the grant window
opened later than last year,
notification may not come
until July.

Davis also addressed the
recent boil advisory, calling it
an inconvenience for resi-
dents but noting that the me-
chanical failure helped docu-
ment the urgency of the
village’s water system needs.
He said information discov-
ered during the failure was
included in the village’s grant

submission and may improve
Antwerp’s chances of receiv-
ing grant funding rather than
only loan funding. Davis
thanked village employees for
their long hours and hard
work in correcting the prob-
lem and keeping officials up-
dated.

Council then heard com-
mittee reports. The Public
Service Committee reported
on its Feb. 23 meeting, which
included committee mem-
bers, Mayor Smith, Gabe
Oberlin and Mark Green-
wood, with Bill Boylan also
present. Discussion focused
on the Bell Street develop-
ment. Committee members
said they were comfortable
with a 20-foot road width,
which they believed is consis-
tent with most village streets
other than state routes and
Maumee Landing. Oberlin
was advised he would need to
apply for a variance. Funding
opportunities were also dis-
cussed. Davis said he had at-
tempted to assist with USDA-
related funding, but federal
changes and program re-
quirements meant the project
did not qualify under the
available guidelines. He said
Oberlin continues to explore
other funding options, in-
cluding through Maumee
Valley Planning.

The Personnel and Fi-
nance Committee also met
Feb. 23 and reviewed the zon-
ing inspector position. Com-
mittee members  recom-
mended that the village pay
for two required certifica-
tions for the position — zon-
ing inspector and property
maintenance and housing —
and then provide a $300
bonus for each passed exam
while keeping the existing
salary  level  unchanged.
Council members discussed
requiring the employee to re-
main with the village for a set
period after training or repay
the cost. A three-year com-
mitment was mentioned dur-
ing discussion, though no
formal action was taken. Of-
ficials said the position needs
to be filled as development
activity in the village in-
creases.

During the fiscal officer’s
report, council approved on
third reading Resolution
2026-01 setting permanent
appropriations ~ for  2026.
Council also approved Reso-
lution 2026-02 authorizing
the administrator to make an
expenditure in excess of
$75,000 for sanitary sewer
system engineering. Those
agenda items matched the
posted agenda for the meet-
ing.

Council also approved
Resolution 2026-03 transfer-
ring $100,000 from the gen-
eral fund to the police fund,
Resolution 2026-04 transfer-
ring $10,000 from the general
fund to the street lighting
fund, Resolution 2026-05
transferring $250,000 from
the general fund to the sewer
operating fund, and Resolu-
tion 2026-06 transferring
$30,000 from the general
fund to the fire equipment
and maintenance fund.

Council then suspended
the three-reading rule and
approved Resolution 2026-08
as an emergency measure au-
thorizing the village adminis-
trator to take action neces-
sary to process the village’s
receipt of the Residential Eco-
nomic Development District
grant awarded by the State of
Ohio. Council also sus-
pended the rules and ap-
proved Resolution 2026-09 as
an emergency measure au-

thorizing the village adminis-
trator to enter into a first ad-
dendum to the agreement for
the collection, transportation
and disposal of residential
solid waste within the village.
Both emergency readings
were listed on the agenda.

Under old business, coun-
cil received an update on the
military  banner  project.
Council members were given
information sheets and a QR
code signup form to review.
Officials said the form in-
cludes steps for photo sub-
mission, verification and pay-
ment, and that local partners
have worked to make the
process as complete as possi-
ble. The project is being coor-
dinated through community
cooperation rather than di-
rect village administration,
but council was asked for its
blessing to move forward. Of-
ficials said there has already
been strong interest, with
hopes of having banners in
place by Memorial Day.

Council also revisited park
rules and concerns related to
larger events at the park. Offi-
cials said the village’s existing
park rules need to be clearly
available to the public and
consistently enforced. Dis-
cussion again centered on lia-
bility concerns, especially in-
volving alcohol, fireworks
and other activities not cov-
ered by the village’s insurance.
Council members noted that
the current park rules are
available on the village web-
site under the 2019 ordi-
nance.

In new business, Dean
Rister raised the possibility of
improving parking around
the EMS and fire department
buildings. He said emergency
personnel need designated
parking, especially during
downtown events and in-
creased activity near the the-
ater, VFW and Bourbon
Street area. He suggested
paving or concrete work in
grassy areas around the
buildings to create emergency
personnel parking spots,
along with signs that would
make the spaces enforceable
as tow-away zones. Officials
said the idea is still in the dis-
cussion stage and would re-
quire pricing and further re-
view.

Council also discussed a
proposal expected to come
before council in April in-
volving a possible community
garden on the empty lot at the
corner of State Route 49. Ja-
son Franks said Austin Bow-
ers plans to appear at the next
meeting to discuss the idea.
Council members raised
questions about maintenance,
water access and whether the
location is practical.

Additional discussion was
held on future village im-
provements, including land-
scaping near the former
house site at the corner, side-
walk  connectivity  and
whether some of the village’s
marijuana dispensary rev-
enue should be directed to-
ward sidewalk or related im-
provement projects. Fiscal
Officer Kevin Hornish cau-
tioned against creating a re-
stricted special fund unless
council was certain of its
long-term purpose, noting it
is easier to allocate money
from the general fund than to
release money once it is
placed into a dedicated fund.

In the mayor’s report,
Mayor Smith thanked village
workers Curtis, Jeremy and
Chris, along with Davis and
Tiffany, for their efforts dur-
ing the recent water system
issues and boil advisory, say-
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ing the matter was handled
well and communicated
clearly. He also recognized
Antwerp Boy Scout Troop
143 for helping clean up the
park.

Smith reported that the
village has begun receiving
marijuana dispensary rev-
enue  payments totaling
$15,918.74 so far, with recent
monthly payments averaging
between about $2,500 and
$2,900.

Mayor’s court revenues for
the month totaled $2,100,
with $1,641 going to the vil-

lage, $444 to the state and $15
to the county.

Before adjournment,
Smith said the Antwerp
Chamber had asked whether
the village wants to partici-
pate in activities related to
Americas upcoming 250th
anniversary. He noted that
Day in the Park is reportedly
planning to use that theme
and said council could con-
sider whether the village
wants to do anything addi-
tional.

With no further business,
council adjourned.
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ARTHUR LAW FIRM SUPPORTS DEFIANCE
AREA FOUNDATION GALA WITH $3,500

SILVER SPONSORSHIP

The Defiance Area Foun-
dation wants to thanks Arthur
Law Firm LLC for its $3,500
commitment as a Silver Spon-
sor for the upcoming Gala on
October 3, 2026. Silver spon-
sorships play a key role in ad-
vancing the Foundation’s mis-

sion and supporting nonprofit
organizations serving Defi-
ance County.

Pictured above are (L to R)
Dan Michel - Arthur Law
Firm Partner and Chris Yoder
- DAF Executive Director.

PAULDING COUNTY COURT
RECORDS

Criminal/Traffic
Disposition Report

Robert L. Adams of Pauld-
ing, Ohio, had a charge of
driving under a financial re-
sponsibility suspension dis-
missed. In a related case,
Adams entered a no contest
plea and was convicted of a
stop sign violation. He was
fined $55 and ordered to pay
$97 in court costs.

Edith Barrios Victoria of
Paulding, Ohio, had a charge
of operating a vehicle without
an operator’s license dis-
missed. In a related case, she
entered a no contest plea and
was convicted of a traffic con-
trol device violation. She was
fined $55 and ordered to pay
$97 in court costs.

Anthony W. Lucente of
Paulding, Ohio, had a charge
of driving under suspension
dismissed. In a related case,
Lucente entered a no contest
plea and was convicted of
making a prohibited turn. He
was fined $55 and ordered to
pay $97 in court costs. The de-
fendant’s physical operator’s
license was returned.

Delmas J. Hamilton Jr. of
Antwerp, Ohio, entered a no
contest plea and was con-
victed of criminal trespass. He
was fined $250 and ordered to
pay $205 in court costs.
Hamilton was sentenced to 30
days in jail, all of which were
suspended. Special conditions
include payment of all fines
and costs, placement on stan-
dard probation, completion of

a risk assessment, 40 hours of
community service, writing a
letter of apology, maintaining
general good behavior, having
no alcohol or drugs, and hav-
ing no contact with the vic-
tims or the property involved.

Martin ~ Schmucker  of
Woodburn, Indiana, was con-
victed of a seat belt violation
while driving. He was fined
$30 and ordered to pay $57 in
court costs.

Barbara L. Konopka of
Paulding, Ohio, was convicted
of a stop sign violation. She
was fined $55 and ordered to
pay $95 in court costs.

Carson L. Neal of Hebron,
Kentucky, entered a no contest
plea and was convicted of fail-
ure to control. He was fined
$70 and ordered to pay $95 in
court costs.

Arin T. Allison of Toledo,
Ohio, was convicted of a seat
belt violation while driving.
He was fined $30 and ordered
to pay $62 in court costs.

Arteaga C. Mariano of
O’Neill, Nebraska, was con-
victed of driving while texting.
He was ordered to pay $100 in
court costs.

John A. Decker of Leipsic,
Ohio, was convicted of hunt-
ing without a deer permit. He
was fined $183 and ordered to
pay $87 in court costs.

Dustin M. Davis of Oak-
wood, Ohio, was convicted of
a seat belt violation while
driving. He was fined $30 and
ordered to pay $57 in court
costs.

Latonya Merriweather of
Defiance, Ohio, was convicted
of a stop sign violation. She

was fined $55 and ordered to
pay $95 in court costs.

Benjamen D. Parks of De-
fiance, Ohio, was convicted of
a stop sign violation. He was
fined $55 and ordered to pay
$95 in court costs.

Benjamin M. Teague of
Churubusco, Indiana, was
convicted of a seat belt viola-
tion while driving. He was
fined $30 and ordered to pay
$57 in court costs.

PAULDING COUNTY GRAND
JURY INDICTMENTS

Paulding County Prosecut-
ing Attorney Matthew A.
Miller announced that the
Paulding County Grand Jury
indicted (3) persons on Thurs-
day, March 12, 2026

Jared Joseph-Richard
Sherry (12/28/1995), Pauld-
ing, Ohio, was indicted on one
count of Possession of Co-
caine, F5

Melinda Gonzales
(09/05/1984), Paulding, Ohio,
was indicted on two counts of
Theft,F5; and one count of
Forgery, F5

Nicholas JA Sholl
(10/06/1985), Antwerp, Ohio,
was indicted on one count of
Domestic Violence, F4

ANTWERP POLICE REPORT

On February 17 an officer
stopped a vehicle at the inter-
section of Erie and Canal
Streets after the driver failed
to make a complete stop at a
stop sign. The driver was cited
for failure to stop and driving
under suspension. Suspected
drugs were also located in the
vehicle and sent to the BCI
crime lab for testing.

On February 20 police
were requested to conduct a
welfare check on a resident of
North Main Street. The officer
responded and determined
the individual was fine. Later
that day, officers responded to
a motor vehicle accident on
Victory Lane and prepared an
accident report.

On February 23 an officer
stopped a vehicle for traveling
50 mph in a 35 mph zone. The
driver was cited for speeding
and driving under suspension.

On February 24 a domestic
dispute was reported at a resi-
dence in the village. The offi-
cer responded, investigated
the situation, and forwarded a
report to the prosecutor’s of-
fice.

On February 25 a resident
of Erie Street reported indi-
viduals going door-to-door at-
tempting to make sales. An of-
ficer responded to the area but
was unable to locate the indi-
viduals.

On February 27 an officer
with the Antwerp Police De-
partment arrested an individ-
ual on a warrant from
Williams County for vehicular
homicide; Police were also
contacted regarding a medical
emergency at the Sunoco sta-
tion. The officer responded
and contacted Antwerp EMS.
On the same day, officers re-
sponded to a domestic vio-
lence call at a residence on
North Main Street. The case
was investigated and a felony
warrant was issued for one in-
dividual’s arrest.
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NAPOLEONIC WAR GARRISON AT OLD FORT WAYNE

A Napoleonic War Garri-
son is scheduled for Satur-
day, March 21, 2026, 9a.m. -
5p.m. at The Old Fort on
Spy Run Avenue. This garri-
son event aims to recreate
the life of a soldier during
the desperate final chapters
of Napoleon’s empire.

As you walk through the
gates of The Old Fort, you
will find yourself immersed
in life as a newly enlisted sol-
dier. Reenactors will spend
the day in military drills in
preparation for a struggle
with a larger and more expe-

rienced British force. The
day also includes daily duties
and work details.

Families and history en-
thusiasts can explore the
buildings of the fort and in-
teract with the reenactors
and civilians.

Ongoing  construction
may limit access to certain
buildings. Learn about the
construction project and
how you can help “Keep the
Fort in Fort Wayne” at old-
forwayne.org.

Admission to the event is
free, with the option of free

will donations. Historic Fort
Wayne, Inc. is a nonprofit
organization committed to
preserving the rich heritage
of Fort Wayne. As a volun-
teer-driven organization, it
relies heavily on community
support and donations to
continue its mission of edu-
cation and preservation.

For the latest information
and any schedule changes,
visit the Historic Fort Wayne
Facebook page at facebook.
com/HistoricFortWayne.

On March 1 a resident re-
quested assistance unlocking a
vehicle. An officer responded
to a residence on Canal Street
and unlocked the vehicle.

On March 3 a business
owner reported that a village
resident had been standing in
front of the business on sev-
eral occasions and acting
strangely. The owner re-
quested that a report be com-
pleted.

On March 4 the Depart-
ment of Defense requested in-
formation regarding a resident
of the village.

On March 5 a resident of
Frank Leinard Parkway re-
ported finding a wedding in-
vitation on their kitchen
counter that belonged to
someone they did not know.
An officer investigated and
determined the person who
dropped it off had mistakenly
entered the wrong home; A
birth certificate that had been
found was brought to the po-
lice department. The owner
was contacted and retrieved
the document; Police were
also requested to perform a
welfare check on a resident of
Park Avenue Villas. The offi-
cer responded and deter-
mined everything was fine.

On March 6 a resident of
Stone Street reported that her
puppy had gotten loose. Be-
fore the officer arrived, she
called back to say she had lo-
cated the puppy; A motor ve-
hicle accident was reported at
a residence on Kroos Drive.
The officer responded, took
photographs, and the case re-
mains under investigation;
The police department was
contacted regarding assistance
unloading items from a vehi-
cle at the Methodist Church
food pantry. The officer re-
sponded and assisted; An em-
ployee of Sunoco reported
that a vehicle had struck a
power line, causing it to sag.
The incident was docu-
mented.

On March 8 vandalism was
reported at a garage on North
Main Street. The officer inves-
tigated, located the juveniles
responsible, and forwarded a
report to the prosecutor’s of-
fice.

On March 9 a resident of
Main Street reported that a
neighbor’s dogs were running
loose and barking. The officer
spoke with the dog owner.

On March 10 the Antwerp
Police Department assisted
Antwerp EMS at Antwerp
Manor.

If you would like to report
any suspicious activity or if
you have any questions,
please contact the Antwerp
Police Department, 419-258-
2627. They are always ready
to serve the residents of the
Village of Antwerp!

DPLS FINANCE COMMITTEE
TO MEET MARCH 17

The Finance Committee of

the Defiance Public Library
System Board of Trustees will
hold its monthly meeting on
Tuesday, March 17, 2026, be-
ginning at 1 p.m. at Defiance
Public Library, 320 Fort Street,
Defiance, OH, in the Nellie
Gary Reading Room to review
the February financial reports.

Meetings of the board and
its committees are open to the
public.

ODNR AMERIGA 250 EVENT FEATURES HISTORICAL
MARKER UNVEILING AND EARLY SPRING WILDFLOWERS

The Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR)
invites you to celebrate the
Licking County regions rich
natural and cultural history at
Blackhand Gorge State Nature
Preserve on Saturday, March
21. Hosted by ODNR’s Divi-
sion of Natural Areas and Pre-
serves, the family-friendly
event features the unveiling of
a new ODNR historical
marker, wildflower ramble, lo-
cal historical interpreters, and
exhibits.

ODNR's  America 250
event will take place Saturday,
March 21 at Blackhand Gorge
State Nature Preserve.

“The Blackhand Gorge
area has played a significant
role in shaping the natural and
cultural history of the region
for centuries,” said ODNR Di-
rector Mary Mertz. “From in-
digenous peoples and Euro-
pean settlers to modern
visitors, this fantastic place
has drawn us to explore its
unique geologic features by
foot or by paddle”
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RAVI V. BELLAMKONDA
APPOINTED 18TH
PRESIDENT OF THE OHIO
STATE UNIVERSITY

The Ohio State University
Board of Trustees today ap-
pointed Ravi V. Bellamkonda
as the 18th president in uni-
versity history, effective im-
mediately.

Bellamkonda, who trained
as a bioengineer and neuro-
scientist through a PhD at
Brown University and a post-
doctoral fellowship at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, has served as
Ohio State’s executive vice
president and provost since
January 14, 2025. Previously,
he served as provost and exec-
utive vice president for aca-
demic affairs at Emory Uni-
versity and the Vinik Dean of
the Pratt School of Engineer-
ing at Duke University.

In his role as Ohio State
provost, the university’s chief
academic officer, Bel-
lamkonda led a university-
wide portfolio of programs
and initiatives in the Office of
Academic Affairs and Enter-
prise for Research, Innovation
and Knowledge that support
innovative and lifesaving re-
search as well as faculty and
student success in Columbus
and on campuses across the
state.

He played an integral role
in crafting and leading early
phases of the Education for
Citizenship 2035 strategic
plan through its core aca-
demic excellence initiatives
aimed at enhancing student
success, investing in faculty
and strong programs, and ad-
vancing Ohio State’s leader-
ship in artificial intelligence.
Under his leadership, the uni-
versity launched AI Fluency, a
bold initiative to integrate Al
into the undergraduate expe-
rience; a new Career Center of
Excellence designed to better
connect students with intern-
ships, jobs and success after
graduation; and faculty hiring
programs that are attracting
top scholars to the university.

“Dr. Bellamkonda is well
positioned to lead this institu-
tion at a time when Ohio State
continues to see record
achievements both in terms of
student success and impact in
the many communities we
serve, said John W. Zeiger,
chair of the university’s Board
of Trustees. “Throughout his
career in higher education,
including his time at Ohio
State, Ravi has proven to be an
innovator as well as someone
who cares for and builds trust
with faculty, staff and students
through collaboration and
consensus-building.

“We are pleased to wel-
come him to his new role as
Ohio State’s 18th president”

As a member of President’s
Cabinet, Bellamkonda has
worked closely with leaders of
the Wexner Medical Center
and Athletics, as well as ad-
ministrative units including
the offices of Administration
and Planning, Student Life,
Human Resources, External
Affairs and Business and Fi-
nance.

He oversaw the deans of all
15 colleges at Ohio State, four
regional campuses and Uni-
versity Libraries, working reg-
ularly with University Senate
and additional shared gover-
nance bodies. That work and
the momentum that it has
helped build for the university
in terms of academic excel-
lence, Bellamkonda said, will
continue to be the priority.

“Ohio State is a nation-
leading academic power-
house,” Bellamkonda said. “I
understood very early on in
my tenure as provost that this
is a special place. Because of
our teaching, scholarship and
research, our scope and in-
credible reach, and the pas-
sion and commitment of our
people and Buckeyes every-
where, we can do things other
universities in this country,
and around the world, simply
cannot do.

“And as we look to the fu-
ture, the university has a bold
vision to further build that ex-
cellence at scale — with tal-
ented teams that execute at
the highest levels across aca-
demics, student service, re-
search, life-changing patient
care and athletics. When we
have excellence at scale, we
create impact that is transfor-
mative. This is why what we
do at Ohio State matters.

At Emory, Bellamkonda
launched and led several ma-
jor initiatives, including fac-
ulty recruitment and reten-
tion efforts focused on arts
and humanistic inquiry, and
artificial intelligence in areas
such as medicine, business,
law and more. He helped lead
the Student Flourishing ini-
tiative, which included curric-
ular innovations, and the
Emory Purpose Project fo-
cused on well-being and
ethics.

As the engineering dean at
Duke, he played a key role in
launching two interdiscipli-
nary institutes: the Duke
Quantum Center and the
Center for Advanced Ge-
nomic Technologies Also
during his tenure, annual ex-
tramural research increased
from $68 million to more
than $100 million each year
while the Wilkinson Engi-
neering Building was de-
signed and built.

Bellamkonda also previ-
ously served as the Wallace H.
Coulter Professor and chair of
the joint Department of Bio-
medical Engineering shared
between Georgia Institute of
Technology and Emory Uni-
versity. He also served as asso-
ciate vice president for re-
search at Georgia Tech.

His appointment as Ohio
State’s provost marked a re-
turn to Ohio as he began his
career at Case Western Re-
serve University, where he
served as an assistant and as-
sociate professor, and asso-
ciate chair for graduate educa-
tion.

Bellamkonda has a bache-
lor’s degree in engineering
from Osmania University, and
he is an internationally
renowned biomedical re-
searcher whose lab has in-
vented novel approaches to
treat pediatric and adult brain
tumors. He won numerous
honors from professional so-
cieties in biomedical engi-
neering and biomaterials. Bel-
lamkonda served as president
of the American Institute of
Medical and Biological Engi-
neering from 2014 to 2016.

In 2021, he received a Na-
tional Institutes of Health Di-
rectors Transformative Re-
search Award for his work,
supported by the National
Cancer Institute. The tumor

WANTED: FREE-STAND-
ING Natural Gas Home
Heater. Empire or Williams.
65,000 BTUs. 419-551-
8834 p

FOR SALE: 1963 FORD
2000 Tractor. All paint,
wheel weights, runs good.
$2700.419-551-8834 p

FORT DEFIANCE An-
tiques: 402 Clinton St.
Downtown Defiance,
OH. Hours M-Sat 10-5.
419-782-6003 tf

MOWER LIFT FOR SALE:
Huskee HZR350 Lift for
riding or zero turn lawn
mower. $650bo. Call 419-
258-0127

FOR SALE: 2008 HHR
loaded. 2.2L, 30mpg. 200K.
Drive anywhere. $2000.
Call 419-393-2583 p

Classified Ads

Sell it in the Classifieds!

Classified ads are $8.50 for 20 words or less
and $.15 for each additional word.
Bold is $1.00 additional.

Ph: (419) 258-2000 ¢ Email: info@westbendnews.net
P.O. Box 262, Antwerp, OH 45813
Classifieds MUST be paid up front!!
® © © 06 0 © 0 © 0 0 © 0 06 0 ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ 0 0 o

TIMBER WANTED: Spe-
cializing in walnut trees,
white oak trees and hard-
wood trees. Buyer of
standing timber. Call Gary
Keegan 517-296-460

2-31p

FOR SALE: 3- 36" SOLID
OAK Doors, finished, all
hardware on. Quality, No
Scratches. $200 each. 419-
551-8834 p

RAIN TECH SEAMLESS
GUTTERS, 419-258-1818
10-12

FOR SALE: 5'x10" ALL
METAL Covered Trailer.
Brand New. 14" tires.
$1200.419-551-8834 p

DEADLINE FOR CLASSI-

FIEDS IN WEST BEND
NEWS IS FRIDAYS AT
12NOON!

monorail device developed in
his lab has been recognized as
a breakthrough technology by
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration. He is the scien-
tific founder of Exvade Bio-
science, a startup that is
pioneering  first-in-human
trials for the tumor monorail
device. In December 2025, the
first patients were enrolled in
a Phase 1 clinical trial to eval-
uate the device, designed to
safely ~monitor recurrent
glioblastoma.

Additionally, Bellamkonda
is an elected Fellow of the
American Association for the
Advancement of Science; In-
ternational Academy of Medi-
cal and Biological Engineer-
ing; and  Society  For
Biomaterials; as well as an
elected senior member of the
National Academy of Inven-
tors. He has been awarded 11
U.S. patents.

“We warmly welcome the
appointment of Ravi Bel-
lamkonda as Ohio State's next
president;” said University
Senate Secretary Jared Gard-
ner and Faculty Council
Chair Valarie Williams in a
joint statement.

“Working closely with him
in his role as executive vice
president and provost, we
have seen firsthand his deep
commitment to the academic
mission of this university and
to engaging with our shared
governance structures and
with our faculty, staff and stu-
dent leaders”

Added faculty representa-
tives to the Board of Trustees
Phillip Popovich and Eric
Bielefeld: “We have been in-
spired by the vision and en-
ergy that Dr. Bellamkonda
has brought to Ohio State as
provost, and we are confident
that he will bring those same
qualities to the presidency.
We look forward to continu-
ing to work with him on be-
half of the university and the
state of Ohio”

Bellamkonda and his wife,
Dr. Lalita Kaligotla, clinical
associate professor and senior
director of leadership, policy
engagement and innovation
in the College of Nursing, are
the proud parents of two adult
children and C.J. the golden-
doodle.

“Our family has found a

home at Ohio State, and we
are looking forward to doing
hard things worth doing —
together with this dynamic
community of citizens. Our
relentless pursuit of excel-
lence has the power to trans-
form the world starting right
here in Ohio”

Ohio State will announce
plans for leadership of the
provost’s office in the coming
weeks.

(Continued from Page 7)

sr, 13.0; Morgan Harris,
Archbold, 6-4, jr., 11.6; Drew
Luidhardt, Pemberville East-
wood, 5-11, sr, 11.7; Avi
Hanusz, Toledo Ottawa Hills,
6-1,sr,11.7.

HONORABLE MEN-
TION: Kale Bailey, Castalia
Margaretta; Parker Schafer,
Huron; Chase Hipp, Collins
Western Reserve; Mason
Dawson, Willard; Ethan Gray,
Liberty Center; Evan Rein-
hard, Swanton; Isaiah Baden-
hop, Liberty Center; Brady
Haselman, Swanton; Cam

Schumaker, Pemberville
Eastwood.

DIVISION VI

FIRST TEAM: Jordan
Priddy, Lima  Central
Catholic, 6-2, sr., 27.1; Mack
Hieber, Hamler  Patrick
Henry, 6-6, sr., 22.2; Brayden
Holt, North Robinson

Colonel Crawford, 6-1, sr.,
19.7; Brayden Mescher, Maria
Stein Marion Local, 6-2, sr,,
13.1; Reid Creager, Hamler
Patrick Henry, 6-3, jr., 18.6;
Payne DeGray, North Robin-
son Colonel Crawford, 6-5,
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st., 15.5; Will Sensabaugh,
Spencerville, 5-11, jr., 19.9;
Max Hammons, Van Wert
Lincolnview, 5-9, jr., 17.8;
Reece Walby, Gibsonburg, 5-
11, jr., 18.2; Kee€Ran Stokes,
Maumee Valley Country Day,
5-10, jr., 21.2; Karter Goon,
Ashland Crestview, 6-2, sr.,
18.0; Quinten Eisel, Meta-
mora Evergreen, 6-3, sr., 15.5.

PLAYERS OF THE YEAR:
Brayden Holt, North Robin-
son Colonel Crawford; Jor-
dan Priddy, Lima Central
Catholic; Mack Hieber, Ham-
ler Patrick Henry.

COACHES OF THE
YEAR: Mark Bunn, Van Bu-
ren; Kurt Goettmoeller,
Maria Stein Marion Local;
Tony Egbert, Gibsonburg.

SECOND TEAM: Austin
Zimmerman, St. Henry, so.,
10.6; Trevon Baxter, Colum-
bus Grove, 6-1, sr. 13.8; Kale
Ahrens, Maria Stein Marion
Local, 6-3, jr., 12.5; Dane Ew-
ers, Defiance Ayersville, 6-4,
so., 20.4; Jeybrehm Price,
Maumee Valley Country Day,
6-5, jr., 15.2; Luke Mason, At-
tica Seneca East, 5-9, sr., 17.0;
Drew Stanek, Bucyrus Wyn-
ford, 6-3, so., 19.2; Ashton
Miller, Bascom Hopewell-
Loudon, 6-3, jr., 16.4; Zack
Zimmerman, Ada, 6-3, sr.,
15.4; Cole Bishop, Van Buren,
5-10, sr., 8.8; Carson Slates,
Elmore Woodmore, 5-9, sr.,
18.2; Jeremiah Peake, Defi-
ance Ayersville, 6-2, jr., 16.2.

THIRD TEAM: Owen
Traxler, Bloomdale Elmwood,
5-11, jr, 14.5; Owen Sens-
abaugh, Spencerville, 5-11,
sr., 12.0; Aiden Morant, Gib-
sonburg, 6-2, sr., 14.5; Jack
Huelsman, St. Henry, 6-0, sr.,
10.1; Henry Thomas, New
London, 5-10, fr., 15.1; Chase
Stone, Carey, 6-5, sr., 11.5;
Levi  Panico, Sherwood
Fairview, 6-4, sr., 11.0; Will
Rampe, Van Buren, 6-3, sr,
9.7, King Beard, Kansas
Lakota, 6-6, sr., 14.0; Lance
Maenle, Haviland Wayne
Trace, 6-2, sr, 13.1; John
DeGray, North Robinson
Colonel Crawford, 6-3, jr,
8.4; Hayden Perrott, Convoy
Crestview, 6-0, sr., 15.9.

HONORABLE MEN-
TION: Daniel Wells, Ashland
Crestview; Josiah
Schleusener, Mansfield
Christian; Jaxson Schaffer,
New London; Hunter
Wasserman, Gibsonburg;
Drew  Spoerr, Ashland

Crestview; Will Ruetz, Meta-
mora Evergreen; Josh Lieb,
Defiance Tinora; George Al-
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Crossword solution
from page 9

lendorf, Metamora Ever-
green; Troy Manz, Metamora
Evergreen; Kellen Frankart,
Bascom Hopewell-Loudon;
Avery  Shilling,  Kansas
Lakota; Will Sheets, Convoy
Crestview; Keagan Jones,
Harrod Allen East; Landon
Best, Columbus Grove; Brady
Basinger, Columbus Grove;
Brady Parker, Lima Central
Catholic; Gavin Evans, Van
Wert  Lincolnview; Amir
Warner, Lima Perry; Sae
Robinson, Maumee Valley
Country Day; Grant Kremer,
Maria Stein Marion Local;

Dylan Coppler, Bucyrus;
Charlie Randall, Bucyrus;
Parker ~Weithman, North

Robinson Colonel Crawford;
Peyton Baker, North Robin-
son Colonel Crawford; Reed
Johnson, Bucyrus Wynford;
Ethan Pond, Rockford Park-
way; Gavin Quellhorst, New
Bremen; Gavin Dicke, New
Bremen; Josiah Michalski,
Toledo Christian; Nasir Wil-
son, Maumee Valley Country
Day; Nick Elchert, Kansas
Lakota; Levi Tiell, Sycamore
Mohawk; Collin Smith, Bas-
com Hopewell-Loudon; Jaron
Depinet, Attica Seneca East;
Carter Clemens, Haviland
Wayne Trace; Tanner
Laukhuf, Haviland Wayne
Trace; Finn Martin, Van Bu-
ren; Carson Conley, Ada;
Kayleb Hickman, Ada; Bray-
den Kitzler, Carey; Kyler
Boes, Carey; Grant Inbody,
Mount Blanchard Riverdale;
Alex Homan, Van Buren.
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THE COMMUNITY BAKES FOR THE CARING &
SHARING SWEET SHOP FUNDRAISER

More than 100 Paulding
County bakers and makers
are donating homemade
goodies for the 2026 Sweet
Shop, which will benefit the
Caring & Sharing Food
Pantry! The event will be at
the St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 601 Flat Rock
Drive in Paulding from 4:30
to 6:30 pm on March 26th.
Cash and checks will be ac-
cepted. Also, card payments
can be made online at the
event.

The Sweet Shop will fea-
ture an array of pies, yeast
and sourdough breads, cin-
namon rolls, cupcakes, cakes,
chocolates and other candy,
30 types of cookies, snack
mixes and more.

The following cottage
bakers and bakeries are sup-
porting the fundraiser by do-
nating this year: Bean Creek
Farms, Ciara's Cookie Cor-
ner, Farmer's Wife Cupcakes,

Flour Baking Co., Grounded
Coffee & Crumbs, Humble
Heck Bakery, K&H Sweets,
Kuntry Kakers, Mama Moos,
Mom & Sons Bakery, Pauld-
ing County Senior Center,
Paulding Exempted Village
High School Nutrition and
Wellness class, Sandy’s Cakes,
Setser’s Sourdough, Simply
from Scratch, Sweet A.S.
Cakes, and The Pink
Flamingo Bakery.

The money raised from
the event will go to the gen-
eral operating budget for the
pantry which will help to pay
ongoing expenses, including

buying food.

The Caring & Sharing
Food Pantry’s purpose is to
support Paulding County
residents who are experienc-
ing food insecurity. They are
run entirely on donations of
food and financial support
from the local communities.

For more information
about the pantry, volunteer-
ing  opportunities  and
fundraising activities, follow
the Caring & Sharing Food
Pantry on Facebook. If you
have questions about the
event, please call the pantry,
at (419) 399-9562 or send an
email to info@care-
sharepantry.org.

“ONCE UPON A MARKET”
INDIE AUTHOR & BOOK
BAZAAR COMING TO VAN
WERT IN 2027

The Van Wert County
Fairgrounds and Agricultural
Society is proud to announce
an exciting new event coming
in 2027 in partnership with
the Brumback Library.

Mark your calendars for
April 24,2027, and join us for
the Once Upon a Market In-
die Author & Book Bazaar, to
be held in the Jr. Fair Build-
ing at the Van Wert County
Fairgrounds.

This brand-new event will
bring together families, book
lovers, and authors for a
unique literary marketplace
experience. Attendees can
explore a variety of indepen-
dent authors, book-themed
vendors, and literary-in-
spired goods — all in a wel-
coming, community-focused
atmosphere designed to cele-
brate storytelling and creativ-
ity.

Vendor applications are
now being accepted. Authors,
book-themed creators, and

literary vendors interested in
participating can visit van-
wertcountyfair.com for more
information and to apply.

Additional details regard-
ing event activities, featured
authors, and attendance in-
formation will be announced
soon. Be sure to follow along
and stay tuned for updates as
we build an unforgettable day
for readers of all ages.

We look forward to wel-
coming the community to
this exciting new event at the
Van Wert County Fair-
grounds.

For more information,
visit vanwertcountyfair.com.

PARKVIEW REGIONAL
MEDICAL CENTER
REGEIVES COMMITMENT
TO QUALITY AWARD FROM
AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION

Parkview Regional Medi-
cal Center (PRMC) was re-
cently recognized with the
Commitment to  Quality
Award from the American
Heart Association (AHA) for
its commitment to improving
patient outcomes.

PRMC was also separately
awarded the Gold Plus award
for AFib treatment and Silver
Plus award for heart failure
care through the AHAs Get
With  The  Guidelines®
(GWTG) program.

“Parkview is proud to be
recognized by the American
Heart Association for our
commitment to providing
high-quality care to our pa-
tients,” said Dr. Roy Robert-
son, president, Parkview
Heart Institute, and physician
executive, specialty service
lines. “At Parkview, our
providers stay current with
evidence-based best practices
in cardiovascular care, which

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

MAUMEE VALLEY NETWORK HONORS ROBERT “BOB”
AGLER AS FEBRUARY FLAG OF HONOR RECIPIENT

Pictured above is Anthony Bergman of Lee Kinstle Sales &
Service, presenting Bob with his new American flag.

Maumee Valley Network is
proud to announce
that Robert “Bob” Agler of
Van Wert has been named
the February recipient of the
MVN Flag of Honor.

Bob was nominated by Is-
abel Riley in recognition of his
lifelong service and dedica-
tion to others. A Vietnam vet-
eran and past commander of
V.EW. Post 5803, Bob has de-
voted countless hours to vol-
unteer work at the post and
has made a lasting impact by
helping fellow veterans in the
community.

The MVN Flag of Honor
recognizes individuals who
demonstrate outstanding ser-
vice, patriotism, and commit-
ment to their community.
Bob's continued support of
veterans and his years of ser-

vice made him a deserving
choice for this honor.

“Bob represents the kind of
quiet strength, sacrifice, and
community spirit that the Flag
of Honor was created to rec-
ognize, said Maumee Valley
Network. “We are honored to
celebrate his service to our
country and his continued
dedication to those around
him?”

The MVN Flag of Honor is
presented by Maumee Valley
Network, sponsored by Lee
Kinstle Chevrolet GMC, and
held in partnership
with CollinsFlags.com.

To learn more about the
MVN Flag of Honor, visit
the Maumee Valley Net-
work Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/
MaumeeValleyNetwork

helps to save lives, improve
care, reduce recovery time
and deliver better quality of
life for our patients”

The Commitment to
Quality Award recognizes
hospitals that demonstrate
high  performance across
three or more clinical areas in
the GWTG program and
show a comprehensive ap-
proach to quality improve-
ment. By participating in
three or more of these pro-
grams, hospitals commit to
using real-time data reg-
istries, evidence-based proto-
cols and cross-disciplinary
teamwork to raise the stan-
dard of care across multiple
specialties.

The GWTG achievement
awards are earned by hospi-
tals that demonstrate a com-
mitment to treating patients
according to the most up-to-
date guidelines as outlined by
the American Heart Associa-
tion. The program aims to in-
crease healthy days at home
and reduce hospital readmis-
sions for heart failure pa-
tients.

AFib affects millions of
Americans, often leading to
heart-related complications as
well as increasing the risk for
stroke fivefold. However,
proper care and treatment can
reduce these risks.

About 6.7 million US.
adults are living with heart
failure, a number that is ex-
pected to increase to more
than 8 million by 2030. Heart
failure doesn’t mean that the
heart has stopped working - it
means the heart is having a
hard time pumping blood and
oxygen throughout the body.
While there’s no cure for heart
failure, patients can live a
quality life by working with
their health care team to cre-
ate and stick with a plan that

may include medication,
symptom monitoring and
lifestyle changes.

Four Parkview hospitals
were recognized earlier this
year with GWTG awards
for excellent stroke and dia-

betes care.

Additionally, PRMC has
also been recognized as one of
the nation’s top cardiovascu-
lar care hospitals and was
named one of U.S. News and
World Report Best Hospitals
in Indiana, including “high
performing” grades for multi-
ple cardiovascular proce-
dures, including abdominal
aortic aneurysm repair, heart
bypass surgery, pacemaker
implantation and stroke.
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