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The Tree of Celebration,
which is on display in the
main lobby of Paulding
County Hospital since 2002,
has added a new acorn to it’s
tree. Pictured is former em-
ployee, Ruby Berenyi R.N. She
was a 1948 graduate of the
Lutheran School of Nursing in
Fort Wayne, Indiana. She was
trained as an army nurse.
Thankfully. World War II
ended so she was employed in
Ohio. She practiced nursing
here from 1949 to 1970.

Nurse Berenyi’s daughters,
Lynda (Ed) Kos and Rebecca
(George) Geyer had the acorn
added to the tree in honor of
their mother. She was the wife
of William Berenyi and
resided in Antwerp for many
years.

Ruby was a dedicated em-
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ployee who was the surgical
nurse for many years. In her
career she helped deliver
triplet boys, comforted the in-
jured and gave medical care to
numerous patients and per-
sonal friends in extreme cir-
cumstances. She even deliv-
ered her own grandson who
was breech.

Ruby went on to assist in
the first hip pinnings at
Lutheran Hospital and then
ended her career as head
nurse at the B.E Goodrich in
Woodburn, Indiana.

Some seasoned Paulding
County residents may recog-
nize Nurse Berenyis likeness
on the acorn and in response
fondly recall another dedi-
cated caregiver who gave their
expert care to someone in
need.
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Room Additions * Garages * Roofing
Pole Barns ¢ Decks ¢ Siding & Concrete

Menno Lengacher
260-740-0071

BBB

Doing Quality Work for Over 30 Years!

Licensed & Insured

Settling, Bowing, Cracking? No problem!

260-403-8949

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

Call for Estimates | creativedesignandconstructionlic.com

Creative Design & Construction LLC.

ROOM ADDITIONS « GARAGES
NEW HOMES & POLE BARNS

(Foundation, Walls & Repair,

BASEMENTS

Waterproofing)

2026 DOG TAGS on SALE NOW!

1 year-$18, 3 year-$54, Permanent-$180
Tags may be purchased from:
Paulding County Auditor's Of ce
115 N. Williams St., Paulding, OH 45879
Phone: 419-399-8205, Mon.-Fri. 8-4:30
(Cash, Check or Visa/Mastercard),

OR PLEASE CHOOSE ONE
OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS:

ONLINE: www.pauldingcountyauditor.com
BY MAIL: Include self-addressed stamped envelope

DROP BOX: Include self-addressed stamped envelope
Located at the East Side of the Courthouse

Deadline is January 31, 2026

FUNDS GRANTED FOR
RESTORATION AT BLACK
SWAMP NATURE CENTER

H20hio and the Great
Lake Restoration Initiative
have provided grant funding
to The Nature Conservancy
(TNC) to restore wetland and
floodplain habitat at the Black
Swamp Nature Center.

The project will convert
the old sugar beet ponds back
to wetlands that will capture
and filter floodwater from Fla-
trock Creek. This increased
floodwater storage during
high intensity storm events
will improve the community’s
climate resilience. Other ben-
efits include the treatment of
invasive plant species to im-
prove native plant communi-
ties and provide habitat for
pollinators and other wildlife
species.

The Paulding Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District and
Paulding County Commis-
sioners are working in part-
nership with TNC to bring
this project to fruition. We are
excited to see the Nature Cen-
ter be restored to a functional
floodplain habitat and the
benefits that will bring to the
community.

“The Black Swamp Nature
Center is a recreational asset
to the community, offering
trails, fishing, birdwatching, a
pollinator garden, and a space
to be immersed in nature. We
are thrilled to partner with
The Nature Conservancy and
Davey Resource Group to en-
hance the quality of life for
residents of Paulding County
by re-establishing connectiv-
ity to the creek, which will im-
prove water quality, natural
habitat, and recreation for the
community,” says Anna Gur-
ney, Education and Outreach
Specialist, Paulding Soil and
Water Conservation District.

TNC has contracted Davey
Resource Group (DRG) to re-
store floodplain habitat at the
Black Swamp Nature Center.
Restoration will include site
assessments to inform design,
pre-construction invasive
plant species management,
engineer drafted design plans,
construction, and two years of
post-construction  invasive
species management. DRG
has begun site assessments at
the Black Swamp Nature Cen-
ter and will continue to per-
form invasive species manage-
ment of woody species over
the winter months.

The public will be invited
to provide input on the project
during the design phase in the
beginning of 2026. Please feel
free to contact Jesse Martin at

jesse.martin@tnc.org for
questions  regarding  this
project.
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Pole Barns - Garages
Room Additions
Roofs - Decks & More
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260-417-2691

YEARS AGO IN PAULDING COUNTY

December 1904: An illustration from 1904-05 by John T. Mc-
Cutcheon shows the “Baby New Year” closing the old year

into the pages of history.

By: MELINDA KRICK
Ringing in the New Year
From  the  Antwerp

Gazette, Jan. 9, 1873:
Festivities were rather

mild in town on the Ist. A

fisticuff or two, a few fire

crackers and the day passed.

Those who could, have
been enjoying excellent
sleighing for the past week.

The roads were never better,

and the air was alive with the

sound of the merry bells.
Our ice men are busily

engaged in reaping the beau-

tiful crop, and storing their

[ice] houses for future refer-

ence, drawing it from the

canal and river. We have
seen several loads of beauti-
ful ice coming in, clear and

pure as crystal.

The New Year’s ball given
by “Uncle Gus” proved to be
the grandest social event of
the season. The attendance
was large, the music was
good, and everybody was
good natured, and had a
good time. From our coign
of vantage the beauty of the
scene, the brilliantly toileted
ladies, and the gallant gen-
tlemen could not be taken in
at a glance, or a series of
glances. The radiated beauty
dispersed all over the ample
hall, formed a scene to hold
the gaze until time slipped
unconsciously away.

And many who came, not
to dance, but to admire

(Continued on Page 2)
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Proposed By-Law Change

January 12 - 7:00 PM - Men’s Meeting
We encourage all members to attend the 3rd
reading of proposed By-Laws. Get the word

out and pass it on to your brother Eagles!

Open for Lunch

Starting at 11AM Monday - Friday

Starting at 11AM

Don’t miss an event!
Scan the QR code or text
JOIN to (419) 313-0900
to subscribe.
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Support local Organizations
& Businesses making
this issue of the
West Bend News

Community
Calendar

TUE & WED

o Antwerp Comm. Food Pantry
@ Antwerp GMC, 9a-12p

January 5

« Community Playgroup (kids 5 &
under) @ Black Swamp Nature
Center, Paulding, 11a-12p

« Teen Anger Management
Group @ Recovery
Clubhouse, Paulding, 4-5p

« Paulding FOE #2405 Ladies
Aux. Meeting, 7pm

January 6

« Kinship Caregivers Support
Group @ Recovery
Clubhouse, Paulding, 6-7p

« Rock Steady Boxing @VW
Council on Aging, 5-6p

« Bingo w/Country Inn @ PC
Senior Center, 12p

« Antwerp School Board
Meeting @ 5p

January 7
« OneOhio Recovery
Foundation Regional Grant
Cycle 2 Webinar, 10a
« Bargain Bin of Paulding
Reopens for 2026, 9a-5p

January 12
« Teen Anger Management
Group @ Recovery
Clubhouse, Paulding, 4-5p

January 13

« PC Democrat Party Meeting
@ Paulding Eagles, 7p

« Friends & Fam. Support
Group @ Recovery
Clubhouse, Paulding 6-7p

« Fort Wayne Farm Show @
Allen Co. Coliseum, 9a-5p
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Add your event to the calendar
info@westbendnews.net
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James  Bernard Jim’
Arend, 88, long-time resident of
Antwerp, Ohio, passed away on
Thursday, December 25, 2025,
at The Lodge Nursing & Rehab
Center in Loveland, Ohio. Jim
was born September 1, 1937, in
Mark Center, Ohio, son of the
late Bernard ]. and Mary B.
(Kenner) Arend.

Jim began his life-long love
of farming when he was a young
boy helping his father and
uncles. His family  were
members of St. Michael’s
Catholic Church in Hicksville
where he sang in the choir, often
accompanied by his mother, the
parish’s long-time organist. He
attended the Mark Center
School, where he participated in
many activities, including FFA,
baseball, basketball, choir, and
band. Graduating in 1955, Jim
continued farming, and played
trumpet in a dance band at
events all around northwest
Ohio. On October 18, 1960, Jim
enlisted in the Army National
Guard, serving six years and
reaching the rank of Staff
Sergeant First Class before his
honorable  discharge  on
October 17, 1966. He worked as
a proud UAW machinist at
Dana-Weatherhead in Antwerp
for nearly 40 years, retiring in
2001. In retirement, he was a
field inspector for the Ohio
Seed Improvement Association
for many years.

On April 1, 1967, Jim
married Joanne R. “Joni”
Sadoski at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in

Temperance, MI. They shared
52 years together until her
passing on May 21, 2019. After
he married Joni, they became
members of St. Mary’s Catholic
Church (now Divine Mercy) in
Antwerp. They raised their
children with a focus on their
Catholic faith, education, and
community service. They dearly
loved their grandchildren, and
Jim often played music with and
sang with the kids. Jim and Joni
loved to dance together, and in

their later years enjoyed
attending concerts.
Faith, music, and

community service were all
parts of who Jim was. He was a
3rd degree member of the
Knights of Columbus (St
Joseph Council 2584, Paulding,
Ohio), coordinator of the
lectors for mass, and a member
of the Holy Name Society at St.
Marys. He was a talented
musician who sang with the
Northwesternaires Barbershop
Chorus and played for 26 years
in the Antwerp Community
Band. Over many years, he felt
honored to play taps for dozens
of military funerals and donated
183 units of blood (nearly 23
gallons, with each donation
saving up to 3 lives). Overall,
Jim was a resilient man who
worked through life’s difficulties
while always showing kindness

toward others. He was a loyal
and loving husband and father.

In his later years, Jim loved
to go to the Paulding County
Senior Center where he had
lunch with friends, played a
mean game of euchre, and

attended Bible study. He
received care from various
organizations ~ over  time,

including Community Health
Professionals, ~ Vancrest  of
Paynes assisted living, and
Vancrest of Hicksville’s rehab
and long-term care. His final
months were spent closer to
family near Cincinnati in
memory care at The Lodge. The
Arends would like to sincerely
thank all the kind, hardworking
professionals who cared for Jim
over the years.

Surviving are his four
children, Dominic N. (Mary
Kate) Arend of Urbana, IL,
David J. Arend of North
Royalton, OH, Barbara J.
(Jeffrey) Arend-Hendricks of
Cincinnati, OH, and Patricia L.
Arend of Waltham, MA; seven
grandchildren, Bernard,
Samuel, Jakob, Miriam and
Grace Arend, and Ryan and
Megan Hendricks; and one
sister, Rosemary V. (John)
Broxon of Pleasant Lake, IN.
Jim was preceded in death by
his dear parents and by his
beloved wife, Joni.

Visitation for James Bernard
“Jim” Arend will be held on
Tuesday, December 30, 2025
from 2:00-7:00 P.M. at Oberlin-
Turnbull Funeral Home, 706
North Main Street, Hicksville,
where there will be a prayer
service at 6:30 PM. to be
followed by the Rosary. A
funeral mass for Jim will be held
at 11:00 A.M. on Wednesday,

December 31, 2025, at St
Michael’s Catholic Church, 100
Antwerp Drive, Hicksville, with
Father Daniel Borgelt
officiating.  Interment  will
follow in  Forest Home
Cemetery, Hicksville, where

Military Rites will be accorded
by the combined honor detail
from the Hicksville American
Legion Post 223, Farmer
American Legion Post 137, and
Sherwood VEW Post 5665.

Memorial contributions can
be directed to Divine Mercy
(Paulding) or St. Michaels
(Hicksville) or to the Paulding
County Senior Center.

Condolences may be sent to
the family, or memories may be
shared at www.oberlinturnbull.
com.

Alisha Anna Fessel, Cape
Coral, FL:

The world became a little
less colorful and a lot less
sarcastic when Alisha Anna
Fessel took her final bow on
November 24, 2025, at the age
of 50. Alisha, who earned her
bachelor’s degree in human
resources from Spring Arbor
University, always believed HR
was her calling. And honestly, it
was. Who else could bring equal
parts compassion, humor, and
side-eye to the world of
workplace forms, and policies.

She  spent  2006-2013
serving the Cape Coral Police

o

Fhen. Herder

Funeral Home

Department as an
administrative assistant, where
she perfected the art of getting
things done and keeping
everyone laughing. Efficiency,
with flair. Professionalism, with
personality. Paperwork, with
pizzazz.

Alisha’s life was a brilliant
mix of humor, heart, and a dash
of chaos. The good kind, the
human kind, the kind that
reminded everyone around her
how joyful and unpredictable
life can be.

She is survived by her
husband, Dan Fessel; son, Gabe
Fessel; parents, Dave and Teri
Nodine; brother-in-law, Rob
Dodson; sister-in-law, Jennifer
Nodine; and nephews, Charlie,
Caleb, and Chase Dodson and

Jackson, Vance, and Tripp
Nodine; father-in-law &
mother-in-law, Robert and

Nancy Fessel, and sister-in-law,
Kelly Kirkland.

Alisha was preceded in
death by her sister, Summer
Dodson and brother, David
Nodine.

The Memorial Service took
place on December 22, 2025 at
Walker Funeral Home, 5155 W.
Sylvania Ave. Toledo, OH
43623.

In lieu of flowers donations
will be gratefully accepted by
the family for Gabe’s education.

ANTWERP, OH:

Gerald Lee "Jerry" Wolf, 83
of Antwerp, passed away,
Tuesday, December 30, 2025 at
Saint  Elizabeth ~ Hospice,
Edgewood, Kentucky. Arr by
DOOLEY FUNERAL HOMES
OF ANTWERP AND PAYNE.

PAYNE, OH:

Violet Rosetta Cass, 82, of
Payne, Ohio passed away at
home Tuesday, December 30,

2025. Arr by DOOLEY
FUNERAL HOMES OF
ANTWERP AND PAYNE.

(Continued from Page 1)

dancing, were led away from
their renunciatory resolves,
and almost before they were
aware of it were playing the
quick rebound heel.

At the hour of eleven,
supper was announced, and
the dancers chose their part-
ners and repaired to the Ex-
change Hotel. Two long ta-
bles, extending the entire
length of the dining hall -
spread with all the late
viands of the season.

After supper all again as-
sembled at the hall and con-
tinued to “trip the light fan-
tastic toe” until the “wee
sma” hours.

Paulding Democrat, Dec.
31, 1885:

We are requested to an-
nounce that there will be a
grand New Year’s ball at the
Town Hall in Cecil, Friday
evening, Jan. Ist. All are in-
vited.

We notice by bills printed
in this office that the Pauld-
ing Fire Department will
give a grand New Year’s ball
at their hall Friday evening,
Jan. 1st. Good music will be
in attendance. All are in-
vited.

Paulding County Gazette,
Jan. 5. 1888:

The young people of
Paulding are to have a dance
in the third floor of the jail
Friday evening.

Paulding Democrat, Dec.
18, 1890:

The members of Paulding
Hook and Ladder Co. have
arranged to give a grand
New Year entertainment at
the opera house on Jan. 1.

Antwerp Argus, Dec. 25,
1890:

Jan. 1 occurs the grand
supper and contest to be
given by the ladies of St.
Mary’s church. It will un-
doubtedly be the great event
of the holidays.

Paulding County Republi-
can, Dec. 31, 1891:

There will be a social hop
held in H. Stores hall at
Broughton Friday evening,
Jan. 1st, 1892. This will be a
leap year ball.

A select hop will be given
at the opera house in
Antwerp New Year’s Day.
The music will be furnished
by Signor Correlis Italian
Orchestra from Fort Wayne.
The bill for dance has been
placed at $1.

Paulding County Republi-
can, Dec. 26, 1895:

Grand Fox Hunt: There
will be given an old fash-
ioned Fox Hunt just north of
Paulding on New Year’s Day.
The lines will be as follows:
North line old Wabash
Canal; east line, Paulding
and Cecil Road; south line,

three miles north of Pauld-
ing; west line, two and a half
miles west of the east line.
The lines will organize and
be ready to start promptly at
9 oclock. The starting signal
will be one charge of dyna-
mite. Everyone come bring
your hounds, but no guns. A
rousing good time is guaran-
teed.

The annual banquet of
the Ladies Literary Society
will be held at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. V.V. Pursel,
Monday evening, Dec. 31.

At the Bon Ton there will
be coffee, doughnuts, cake
and ice cream served free to
all patrons of the house from
7 to 12 oclock p.m., New
Year’s Eve.

Paulding Democrat, Jan.
4, 1905:

The [Ed] Staley home on
north Main Street was the
sene of a very pleasant social
gathering Saturday evening,
when the members of the
Just Us Club entertained at a
New Year’s watch party. The
evening was very pleasantly
spent at games, music and a
social good time. The Staley
residents is well arranged for
a social functions. Delicious
refreshments were served by
Miss Staley assisted by her
parents and Miss Bessie
Welch. There were about 30
present.

Payne Reflector, Jan. 2,
1913:

The Payne Dancing Club
entertained a large number
of young folks at their hall
New Year’s eve, which was
one of the most enjoyable af-
fairs of the season. The fea-
ture of the evening was the
watch party, at which the
guests waited for the New
Year to make its appearance.

Paulding Democrat, Dec.
25, 1913:

An event in basketball in
Paulding is to be pulled off
on New Year’s Day evening,
at the new Armory.

Arrangements have been
made for a visiting team un-
der the name of the North-
ern Stars, made of picked
players from the cities and
colleges of Battle Creek,
Lansing and Ypsilanti, Mich.
It will include Herbert
Moore, a Paulding young
man attending college in Yp-
silanti. A Paulding team is to
be picked to contest with the
Michigan huskies.

Paulding County Republi-
can, Dec. 31, 1914:

The 4th division of St.
Joseph’s Guild will serve 15
cent meals all day New Year’s
Day at the home of M. Finan.

The menu is: escalloped
chicken, potatoes, rolls,
salad, pickles, gelatin, coffee.
Everybody is cordially in-
vited.

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

Scripture of the Week

“Teach us to number our days, that we may
gain a heart of wisdom.”

— Psalm 90:12

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU

2 Corinthians 5:17-19
(NIV) states:

“Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the
new is here!

“All this is from God, who
reconciled us to  himself
through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation:

“that God was reconciling
the world to himself in Christ,
not counting peoples  sins
against them. And he has com-
mitted to us the message of rec-
onciliation.”

As we step into a new year,
these verses resonate deeply,
emphasizing the transforma-
tive power of being in Christ.
The concept of becoming a
“new creation” is particularly
relevant during this time
when many of us reflect on the
past year and set intentions for
the year ahead.

In the context of a new
year, this scripture invites us
to consider what it means to
leave behind old habits, atti-
tudes, and even resentments
that may have held us back.
Just as the changing of the cal-
endar offers a fresh start, our

relationship with Christ pro-
vides an opportunity for re-
newal and growth. We can
embrace the promise that our
past does not define us, and
we have the capacity for
change and improvement.

Additionally, the passage
highlights the ministry of rec-
onciliation. As we enter the
new year, it’s a perfect time to
mend relationships and foster
peace. We are reminded that
God has reconciled us to
Himself, and in turn, we are
called to extend that grace to
others. This could mean
reaching out to someone you
may have drifted apart from,
forgiving those who have
wronged you, or simply show-
ing kindness and understand-
ing in your daily interactions.

Ultimately, 2 Corinthians
5:17-19 encourages us to ap-
proach the new year with
hope and a renewed spirit. We
can step forward, confident
that we are always being trans-
formed in Christ, capable of
both personal growth and
contributing positively to our
communities through acts of
reconciliation and love.

Ephesians  4:22  (NIV)
states: “You were taught, with
regard to your former way of
life, to put off your old self,
which is being corrupted by its
deceitful desires”

This verse encourages us to
let go of negative habits and
embrace a new way of living.

So, this year, embrace
change and let the new you
emerge. Youre going to love
it! HAPPY NEW YEAR!

God bless you; may He
keep you in perfect peace.

Peace and Love,

—Pastor Dwayne

Paulding Democrat, Jan.
7,1915:

Wandering Bullet: An in-
cident which demonstrates
what might result from reck-
less, indiscriminate shooting
of firearms, with whatever
intent, occurred at the home
of A.R. Geyer New Year’s eve
and was not discovered until
the following morning. On
the latter date, when Mors.
Geyer stepped into the bath-
room, on the second floor of
the house, she noticed bits of
broken glass. Investigation
followed, when a cartridge
bullet of about 32 calibre was
found lying upon the floor,
and a hole in the window
screen and glass. It was prob-
ably a bullet from the
weapon of some celebrator
of the entrance of the New
Year.

With the ringing of bells,
the blowing of whistles and
the usual number of watch

parties and other festivities,
local citizens welcomed the
New Year last Thursday
night. While the celebration
in some places was rather hi-
larious, there was no occa-
sion for increasing the local
police force.

Paulding County
publican, Jan. 2, 1919:

The sophomore class of
the Paulding high school
gave a watch party Tuesday
night that proved to be a
very lively and enjoyable af-
fair. The young folks held the
party in one of A.M. Cour-
tright’s vacant houses where
all the games and jollity of
watching old year go out and
the new year come, could be
indulged in without bother-
ing anyone else.

Dancing and various
games afforded the amuse-
ments for the evening. A fine
three-course dinner was
served at midnight.

Re-

o Pre-Funding Options
o Cemetery Monuments

Serving You

419-258-5684

419-263-0000

dooleyfuneralhon n

&= FUNFRAL HOME
A Zfo Stoty Guneral lome

e Burial & Cremation - Ceremonies

From Our Ideal Locations
202 W. River Street « Antwerp, OH

5761 State Route 500 « Payne, OH




Phone: 419-258-2000 * Website: www.westbendnews.net

LET’S GO TO THE COLONIAL
CLUB OF NEW YORK, DATE:
MARCH 14, 1900

Penny For Your Thoughts
By:Nancy Whitaker

Let’s take a trip back to
New York City to the 1900s
where the city is alive with
people. Industry and con-
struction are booming and
immigrants are arriving thru
Ellis Island. The Subway is al-
most complete which will be a
big asset to the city.

William McKinley was
President of the United States
at the time and wealthy men
began to build mansions and
moving their families into the
West side of New York. How-
ever a need was seen for a club
to host business meetings and
to eat and relax.

Therefore, a huge
fancy club was built and com-
pleted by the early 1900s The
club boasted a roof garden,
bowling alley, observatory,
billiards, smoking rooms
and fine food. This was a place
for men with money. Only
men could belong to this club,
but it was eventually decided
that women were allowed to
be members.

The club was located at
Broadway and 72 street. So
put on your best attire and let’s
go back to the early 1900s and
the Colonial Club to see what’s
cooking.

After being seated we are
given menus. Hmm Wonder
what’s good to eat.

I would like to try a full
course dinner and see what it
tastes like and what all T get.
The first course is soup,
and I see there are choices
of Turtle Soup, bouillon, green
turtle soup and clam soup. A
full cup of soup is .35 and a
half is .20 cents. I don't want
turtle or clam soup so my
choice is bouillon. I will take a
half cup which is .20 cents.

Next is hors doeuvres.
What do you want to order?
Some of the offerings are
radishes, celery, French olives,
stuffed olives, sardines, al-
monds and pickled beets.
There are also stuffed man-
goes and caviar. They are

priced at full orders for .35
cents and half orders are .20
cents. Wonder how many you
get? What about a half order
of French olives? So far I have
spent .40 cents.

Oh here comes the next
course which is fish which in-
cludes sheep head, shad roe
and some I can’t pronounce. A
whole piece of this tasty fish
ranges from .75 cents to .30 for
a half. Let me see. I may as
well try a half piece of sheep
head and add .30 more cents
to my bill. I don't see on the
menu that tartar sauce is avail-
able, so I decide to try some
mayo for an extra .20 cents.

The next item to try is filet

mignon casserole, English
mutton chop, sausage, ba-
con and roast beef hash with
browned peppers.

You can order a whole
boiled chicken for 1.25 or a
half for .60 cents. Want some
stuffed turkey with cranberry
sauce which will cost you 1.25
or maybe a Mallard duck, a
Ruddy duck or Teal duck?
Maybe a nice fattened squab?

The filet mignon casserole
sounds good so I will order a
half portion for .60 cents.

Do you want a beverage?
Now its time for some hardy
rum punch for .20 cents.

Vegetables anybody?
Choose from fried egg plant,
boiled onions, stewed toma-
toes, artichokes, asparagus,
and sweet pimentos. A whole
order is of veggies is .40 cents
and a half order is .20 cents.

I'want to try a baked potato
for a dime.

For salads things like let-
tuce, tomatoes, celery and cu-
cumbers items are priced sep-
arately. Lettuce runs .35 and
.20 cents, tomatoes .35 cents
and a half one is .20 cents.

For dessert it all sounds de-
licious, but I want to taste that
lemon ice, lady fingers or
Colonial  soufflé.  Dessert
ranges from .25 cents to .15
cents.

There is still fruit and
cheese to taste but I am getting

full and it's almost my bed-
time. I wonder if I have a
Penny left after I pay for that
big dinner?

Let’s see, I had soup for .20;
Hors doeuvres... .20; fish...
.30; mayo... .20; Filet Mignon
casserole... .60; Rum punch...
.20; Baked potato... .10; Colo-
nial soufflé... .20. Total...
$2.00

Well I have $2.01 in my
pocket so tell me what you
would order back in 1900 and
I'll give you that Penny For
Your Thoughts.

HUSTED ANNOUNCES $60
MILLION FOR OHIO
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS,
RAISES FOR TROOPS

Sen. Jon Husted (R-Ohio)
released the following state-
ment after voting to pass the
Fiscal Year 2026 National De-
fense  Authorization  Act
(NDAA), which now heads to
the president for his signature.

As part of the legislation,
Husted secured $60 million to
support Ohio military instal-
lations, growing the state’s
leadership in supporting na-
tional security.

“Ohio makes the things
that keep America safe. From
Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base near Dayton and NASA
Glenn in Cleveland to the
Neil Armstrong Test Facility
in Sandusky and the new An-
duril facility at the Ricken-
backer Air National Guard
Installation, this bill supports
and creates Ohio jobs and
further strengthens the lead-
ership role our state plays in
national  defense]  said
Husted.

“The men and women of
our Armed Forces, along with
their families, give of their
time, talent and treasure for
our safety, and this bill also
delivers a much-needed pay
raise for active-duty person-
nel,” said Husted.

“Ohioans can always count
on me to put Ohio first and
stand fully behind our troops.
Peace is preserved through
strength, and this bill keeps
America in a position to deter
our adversaries. I will always
tight to make sure our service-
members have the tools they
need to succeed and return
home  safelyy  concluded
Husted.Background:

The NDAA is the annual
law that authorizes the budget
and sets policies for the Penta-
gon and other defense-related
activities.
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The FY 2026 NDAA in-
cludes a 3.8% pay raise for
military members, ensuring
their pay remains ahead of in-
flation.

The inclusion of the below
provisions in the NDAA
builds on Husted’s support for
Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base (WPAFB), NASA Glenn
Research Center and other key
defense-related assets in the
state of Ohio.

Ohio in the NDAA:

Ohio’s leadership position
in supporting national defense
is strengthened by including:

o $45 million to build the
Human Performance Wing
Laboratory at WPAFB.

- This building will serve
as the modernized headquar-
ters for the Human Effective-
ness Directorate of the 711th
Human Performance Wing,
which  advances  human
warfighter ~ capabilities  in
training, bioeffects and bio-
engineering.

o $15 million in planning
and design funding for a full
refurbishment of WPAFB’s
primary runway.

- The primary runway ser-
vicing the base has been dete-
riorating for many years, stay-
ing operational only through a
series of costly patches and
restoration work.

o Robust funding for
Project Pele to build an expe-
ditionary micronuclear reac-
tor for the military, which will
create Ohio jobs.

o Language to encourage
the Pentagon to use existing
hypersonic testing facilities in-
stead of wasting taxpayer dol-
lars on building duplicative fa-
cilities.

- This language will ensure
the Hypersonic Tunnel Facil-
ity (HTF) located at NASA’
Neil Armstrong Test Facility
in Sandusky will remain a crit-
ical node of the nation’s devel-

opment  of  hypersonic
weapons.

o A provision requiring the
Space  Force to  detail

Guardians as instructors at the
Air Force Institute of Technol-
ogy (AFIT) at WPAFB.

- This language will pro-
tect AFIT’s position as a pre-
mier center of education for
our nations Airmen and
Guardians.

o Language to support the
Collaborative Combat Air-
craft (CCA) program.

- Through the CCA pro-
gram, the Air Force is devel-
oping a cost-effective, autono-
mous  “drone  wingman”
aircraft that will pair with
manned fighters to expand
their capabilities.o Defense
tech company Anduril will
build its participant in the
CCA program, the Fury air-
craft, at its $1 billion hyper-
scale manufacturing facility in
Columbus.

- This language builds off
Husted’s work to secure fund-
ing for the acceleration of the
CCA program in the budget
law.

o A provision requiring
the Pentagon to develop a
supply chain mapping strat-
egy to identify critical vul-
nerabilities in the supply
chains of weapons systems
and other military equip-
ment. The development of
the Pentagon’s supply chain
technology is supported by
work done in Dayton.
Husted fought for the inclu-
sion of this language.

» A provision encouraging
the Army and the Air Force to
require head and hearing pro-
tection for aircraft mainte-
nance workers.

- Currently, the Navy and
Marine Corps mandate head
impact and hearing protection
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MILITARY HISTORY IN
PAULDING COUNTY

By: Mark Holtsberry

Riley Finley Ennis (part 2)
After Pearl Harbor was

bombed, the United States

Army was looking to keep

current educated officers. Ri-
ley was promoted to Lieu-
tenant Colonel February of
1942, by December 11, 1942,
he was promoted to Colonel.
Military records are unclear as
to his placement with high
command. I sense that his skill
set was used to train and set
up command organization.

On August 9, 1944, Riley
was promoted to Brigadier
General, but only as tempo-
rary position. By January
1945, Riley served under Ma-
jor General Roderick P. Allen
with the 12th Armored Divi-
sion, as s Commanding Gen-
eral of Combat Group A. on
the borderland of Luxem-
bourg and Belgium.

Near the end of World War
2, Riley, a Major General, was

replaced and sent home for re-
assignment. He was placed in
charge of military affairs in
San Francisco, from there, he
was be sent to Ft. McPherson,
Georgia, to work with the
Third Army. On June 3, 1946,
Riley was promoted to Lieu-
tenant Colonel of Infantry as a
permanent position. Staying
in the military, as March 3,
1948, records listed him as a
Brigadier General of Infantry.

Then the Korean War
broke out. February of 1951,
with the rank of Major Gen-
eral, Riley served as Assistant
Chief of Staff to General
Mathew B. Ridgeway. On May
5, 1951, Riley was sent to
Tokyo to become Assistant
Chief of Staff for Intelligence.
Sometime after 1952, Riley
was still serving in the far east,
Korea, with intelligence.

On January 16, 1954, Riley
was sent home for reassign-
ment. It is unclear when he re-
tired from the military,. Riley
and Helen moved to 301
Crestline Drive, San Fran-
cisco, California.

On September 11, 1963,
Riley passed away from heart
failure at home. He was buried
in San Francisco National
Cemetery, San Francisco, Cal-
ifornia. Section OSA, Row
112, Site 1. January 27, 1974,
his wife, Helen, passed away
from Bronchial Pneumonia.
She was buried beside her ca-
reer military husband. They
had no children to pass on the
family name.

Riley was an interesting
man who saw serving his
country was his true calling.

... Until Next Time!

for maintenance personnel
working on or near military
aircraft.

- However, the Army and
Air Force have no such re-
quirement, leaving their air-
craft maintainers at risk for
head injuries and acute hear-
ing loss.

- A portion of the head and
hearing equipment procured
by the Pentagon is made in
Cleveland.

o A provision requiring the
Pentagon to report to Con-
gress on its cyber workforce.
This report will include an as-
sessment of the Pentagon’s ef-
forts to track cyber workforce
qualification and certifica-
tion, which is currently sup-
ported by work completed in
Akron.

The NDAA also includes
provisions that:

o Protect women’s sports at
the military service academies
by prohibiting men from par-
ticipating in women’s athletic
programs.

o Curtail cell phone use by
students in Department of
Defense schools.

This builds on Husteds
support to restore focus in
schools. Earlier this year, he
cosponsored the REFOCUS
DODEA Act, a bipartisan bill
that would prohibit the use of
phones during the school day
in Department of Defense
Education Activity schools.

» Expands the Pentagon’s
critical mineral recycling pro-
grams to increase supply and
decrease reliance on China.

Tim & Victor Klopfenstein
657-5700 shop
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FORT DEFIANCE HUMANE SOCIETY AWARDED
$4,949 GRANT FOR SURGERY EQUIPMENT

Pictured with the grant and Rob the cat are (L to R) Don
Hange - DAF grants committee member and Lisa Weaner -
Fort Defiance Humane Society Executive Director.

Congratulations to Fort
Defiance Humane Society for
receiving $4,949 for surgery
equipment for in-house and
public clinics.

This grant was given dur-
ing the Defiance Area Foun-
dation (DAF) fall grant cycle
and came from the DAF Com-
munity Fund.

FIELD REPORTS FROM
OHIO DIVISION OF
WILDLIFE OFFICERS

Central Ohio - Wildlife
District One

State Wildlife Officer
Chad Grote, assigned to
Marion County, and Out-
door Skills Specialist Billy
Finissi recently attended the

The Paulding County Veteran’s Service Office
is dedicated to aiding Paulding County veterans
and their families in time of need.

There are two basic services the agency provides:

1 - EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE — Provide
short term financial assistance to eligible veterans and their
families who demonstrate a need. This includes, but is not
limited to, food, gas, mortgage/rent and assistance with
utility payments.

2 — CLAIMS ASSISTANCE - Provide services for veterans
and other claimants for help with VA claims for any federal,
state, or local benefits.

We also provide reimbursement for the cost of transportation
to VA medical facilities in our area, or in the case where the
veteran cannot drive himself, we will provide a driver.

Our office hours are Tuesday thru Friday,
9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Arrangements can be made for after
office hours appointments
Any questions, please call 419-399-8285

10th annual Tom Fetter
Youth Day at Waldo Sports-
man Club. The Division of
Wildlife set up two stations
at the event: at the first sta-
tion, participants could
shoot crossbows at a 3D tar-
get from an elevated plat-
form, and at the other chil-
dren tried tree saddles and

f)»/z“&z'?/m éuamss card
HIDE IN A WALLET!

101 N. Main Street  Antwerp, OH 45813

info@westbendprinting.com

learned about their use and
safety. One hundred chil-
dren participated in the
event, and 50 of them went
pheasant hunting. This year’s
event reached capacity
within two weeks and there
was a waiting list to partici-
pate. Every child left with a
prize!

State Wildlife Officer
Matt Teders, assigned to
Madison County, was dis-
patched to a report of an in-
dividual shooting squirrels
along a sidewalk. Officer
Teders requested assistance
from the Columbus Police
Department to locate the
suspect. The police located
the individual, who was car-
rying a BB gun and trying to
protect a garden from squir-
rels. While squirrels can be a
nuisance, individuals are re-
quired to follow wildlife nui-
sance laws, and this incident
occurred outside of the
squirrel hunting season. The
suspect was issued a sum-
mons for hunting squirrels
during the closed season,
was found guilty, and paid
$135 in fines.

Northwest ~ Ohio -
Wildlife District Two

During the 2025 white-
tailed deer archery hunting
season, State Wildlife Officer
Matt D. Smith, assigned to
Huron County, received in-
formation regarding a suspi-
cious game check. Officer
Smith contacted the individ-
ual and discovered that the
person who game checked
the deer was not a hunter but
had checked a buck for a
hunter who had already har-
vested an antlered deer this
season. The hunter was is-
sued a summons for taking
more than one antlered deer
in a license year. The indi-
vidual was found guilty in
Norwalk Municipal Court
and ordered to pay $225 in
fines and court costs. In ad-
dition, the subject was
placed on probation for two
years and sentenced to 10
days of jail time, suspended.
The antlers and venison
were forfeited.

State Wildlife Officer
Payton Phenicie, assigned to
Wyandot County, helped co-
ordinate a fishing outing at a
local conservation club for
Carey High School students.
Outdoor Skills  Specialist
Jaron Beck and club volun-
teers assisted to provide in-
formation on how to fish, lo-
cal fishing spots, and the
fishing regulations. Approxi-
mately 35 students attended
and caught bluegills and
largemouth bass. The fishing
was so good that at times the
instructors had a hard time
keeping up with baiting and
taking fish off the hooks!
Multiple students had never
fished before, so this was an
excellent opportunity for
many students to try some-
thing new. This event was
also a great way to promote
local conservation clubs and
the positive impacts they
have on the community.

Northeast Ohio -
Wildlife District Three

This spring, State Wildlife
Officer Jason Warren, as-
signed to Lake Erie, and
State Wildlife Investigator
Travis Abele patrolled the
waters of Lake Erie by boat.
The officers contacted two
anglers who did not possess
a valid fishing license. Sum-
monses were issued and each
paid $160 in fines and court
costs in Ashtabula Munici-

pal Court.
In mid-2025, State
Wildlife Officer Evan

Huegel, assigned to Ashland
County, participated in an
Amish Health and Safety
Event serving Amish com-
munities throughout Med-
ina, Wayne, and Ashland
counties. During this event,
Officer Huegel learned that
the community had not
hosted a hunter education
course in more than six
years. Recognizing the im-
portance of accessible, in-
person hunter education,
Officer Huegel organized
and coordinated a compre-
hensive course. The program
emphasized hunter safety,
ethical hunting practices,
and responsible use of
firearms and archery equip-
ment in the field. Officer
Huegel’s efforts culminated
in the successful registration
and completion of the course
by 148 students, with a 100%
passing rate. Through this
initiative, Officer Huegel
helped ensure that new
hunters entered the field bet-
ter prepared to uphold
Ohio’s strong tradition of
safe and responsible hunt-

ing.
Southeast Ohio -
Wildlife District Four

In  November, State
Wildlife Officers Darin Ab-
bott, assigned to Lawrence
County, and Kiri Williams,
assigned to Vinton County,
responded to a hunting
without permission call in
the South Point area of
Lawrence County. A
landowner had trail camera
photos of a hunter dragging
a recently harvested white-
tailed deer. The officers con-
tacted a suspect and, upon
further investigation, issued
a summons for hunting
without permission. The de-
fendant pleaded guilty in
Lawrence County Municipal
Court and was ordered to
pay $265 in fines and court
costs. The deer was forfeited
to the state, and the venison
will be donated to a local
food pantry.

State Wildlife Officer
Chris Gilkey, assigned to
Meigs County, recently pre-
sented to wildlife students at
Rio Grande University. The
presentation covered the
positive and negative im-
pacts of social media plat-
forms on a wildlife officer’s
job. Students learned how
powerful those platforms
can be and how to navigate
them in a professional man-
ner.

Southwest ~ Ohio -
Wildlife District Five

State Wildlife Officer
Matt Roberts, assigned to
Highland County, contacted
two individuals who were
target shooting at Oldaker
Wildlife ~ Area.  Officer
Roberts issued both individ-
uals summonses for shoot-
ing outside a designated tar-
get shooting area. Each paid
$175 in fines and court costs.

State Wildlife Officer
Brad Buening, assigned to
Mercer County, recently as-
sisted with a hunter educa-
tion course in Mercer
County. Certified volunteers
and Division of Wildlife staff
teach instructor-led courses,
which last about eight hours
and take place in a classroom
environment.  Instructors
cover a range of topics, from
conservation, safety, and
ethics to the proper handling
of shotguns, handguns,
archery equipment, and
more. Completion of a for-
mal hunter education course
is required to purchase a
standard hunting license in
Ohio.
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LEO HIGH-LIGHTS

January 1940 edition. The
first grade is building a farm
in the sandbox in their room.
Each student must make a
farm related item for the dis-
play. The second grade is
making a grocery store
which will have items for
anyone to purchase. The
third grade is giving a play to
the student body. The fourth
grade...

Wow! That sounds excit-
ing! I think I'll enroll in the
first grade and start all over
again. A "friend," gave me a
copy of the Leo School news-
paper, Leo-Highlights, Janu-
ary 1940 edition. I was fasci-
nated. I have never even seen
a school newspaper. In the
1950s we have didn't have
one. I'm sure there have been
some but I don't recall seeing
one.

This paper was quite well
done, 22 pages, school news,
announcements, opinions,
sports, cartoons, interviews,
ads and more. They said they
had gobs of pictures but
apologized that they had no
way of reproducing them. I
wonder how they duplicated
in those days. Among the
December news was the
school program, a cantata,
"Memories of Bethlehem." It
must have been legal to do
the Bible story.

I hate history, but this is a
great history of their era.
Nearly all of the businesses
advertised are no longer
there. They had many ads
from Fort Wayne businesses
and the only one left is the
Coney Island Hot Dog Stand.
In those days it was a full ser-
vice  restaurant  serving
meals. Advertising can be a
good source of revenue for
any project. Our tiny town of

Leo even had a Plymouth
DeSoto dealership.

There is much more to
school than learning your
ABCs, or sitting in a class-
room for 6 hours each day.
Years ago there was a book
written, "The Dumbing
Down of America." Perhaps
part of the problem is that
Mrs G knows everything.
You can find the answer to
any question in an instant.
Here is a joke from the pa-
per;

Jackie, "My teacher said if
I had more spunk I would
stand a lot better in my class.
What is spunk?”

Willie, "I ain't sure, but I
think it's the past participle
of spank."

I've said before, you guys
in Ohio I have many oppor-
tunities. The West Bend pa-
per covers a vast area, even a
good chunk of Indiana. A
few ideas, grow a crop, and
market it. Make a book, even
a binder of your school year.
If you have a yearbook staff
join it. Make a DVD of a play,
or a movie, Even of your
school or basketball team.

The Leo High-Lights said
many students stayed up til
after midnight making the
paper. Don't be afraid to
work. The above cartoon, are
you traveling above the
bridge or below it? We all
have something to contrib-
ute. A New Year's resolution
from the January edition;
"Never let a day pass, without
making another's life hap-
pier and easier."

—James Neuhouser

Call or Email your
classified ad today!
419-258-2000
info@westbendnews.net
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Editor’s Note: We here at the
West Bend News allow “Letters
to the Editor” because we be-
lieve there is a Constitutional
right to freedom of\ speech.
Nevertheless, we do not neces-
sarily concur with the content
that has been printed. We are
just the messengers. However,
any letters that attack a person,
or attempt to justify a physical
attack that took place will not
be considered. Keep your opin-
ion to the discussion only. The
name of the person who wrote
the letter is placed at the end of
each article along with the
town of residence. To be con-
sidered for publication, you
must live in our readership
area. Letters must be no
longer than 1000 words, and
you must provide your legal
name along with a phone
number and address. You can
submit a letter in person at our
office, by email, mail or fax.

Responses need to be re-
ceived by Thursdays at 5:00
p.m. for the following publica-
tion. We reserve all rights to
edit as needed.

email:

info@westbendnews.net

fax: 419-258-1313

USPS: West Bend News

PO Box 1008

Antwerp, OH 45813

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A wealthy man and his son
loved to collect rare works of
art. They had everything in
their collection, from Picasso
to Raphael. They would often
sit together and admire the
great  works  of  art.
When the Vietnam conflict
broke out, the son went to war.
He was very courageous and
died in battle while rescuing
another soldier. The father
was notified and grieved
deeply for his only son.

About a month later, just be-
fore Christmas, there was a
knock at the door. A young
man stood at the door with a
large package in his hands.
He said, "Sir, you don't know
me, but I am the soldier for
whom your son gave his life.
He saved many lives that day,
and he was carrying me to
safety when a bullet struck
him in the heart and he died
instantly. He often talked
about you, and your love for
art. The young man held out
his package. "I know this isn't
much. I'm not really a great
artist, but I think your son
would have wanted you to
have this. The father opened
the package. It was a portrait
of his son, painted by the
young man. He stared in awe
at the way the soldier had cap-
tured the personality of his
son in the painting. The father
was so drawn to the eyes that
his own eyes welled up with
tears. He thanked the young
man and offered to pay him
for the picture. "Oh, no sir, I
could never repay what your
son did for me. It's a gift."
The father hung the portrait
over his mantle. Every time
visitors came to his home he
took them to see the portrait
of his son before he showed
them any of the other great
works he had collected.
The man died a few months
later. There was to be a great
auction of his paintings. Many
influential people gathered,
excited over seeing the great
paintings and having an op-
portunity to purchase one for
their collection.

On the platform sat the
painting  of the  son.
The auctioneer pounded his
gavel. "We will start the bid-
ding with this picture of the
son. Who will bid for this pic-
ture?" There was silence.
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Then a voice in the back of the
room shouted. "We want to
see the famous paintings. Skip
this one." But the auctioneer
persisted. "Will someone bid
for this painting? Who will
start the bidding? $100, $2002"
Another voice shouted an-
grily. "We didn't come to see
this painting. We came to see
the Van Goghs, the Rem-
brandts. Get on with the real
bids!" But still the auctioneer
continued. "The son! The son!
Who'll take the son?" Finally, a
voice came from the very back
of the room. It was the long-
time gardener of the man and
his son. "T'll give $10 for the
painting.” Being a poor man, it
was all he could afford. "We
have $10, who will bid $20?"
"Give it to him for $10. Let's
see the masters." "$10 is the
bid, won't someone bid $20?"
The crowd was becoming an-
gry. They didn't want the pic-
ture of the son. They wanted
the more worthy investments
for their collections. The auc-
tioneer pounded the gavel
"Going once, twice, SOLD for
$10!" A man sitting on the sec-
ond row shouted, now get on
with the collection!"

The auctioneer laid down
his gavel. "I'm sorry, the auc-
tion is over." "What about the
paintings?" "I am sorry. When
I was called to conduct this
auction, I was told of a secret
stipulation in the will. I was
not allowed to reveal that stip-
ulation until this time. Only
the painting of the son would
be auctioned. Whoever
bought that painting would
inherit the entire estate, in-
cluding the paintings. The
man who took the son gets ev-
ery thing!" God gave his son
2,000 years ago to die on a
cruel cross. Much like the
auctioneer, His message today
is, "The son, the son, who'll
take the son?" Because you
see, whoever takes the Son
gets everything.

Submitted By:
Dave Laukuf,
Paulding, OH

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Where is the welcoming
and compassion for the poor
immigrant wanting a better
life for them and their fami-
lies? What Trump is doing is
against God’s teachings. The
Democratic party helps the
middle and lower class in our
country. They fight to keep
our Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid, etc. Republicans are
constantly chipping away at
these programs while they are
giving the rich more!

CNN, News Nation are
channels that report the truth.
Trump is following Project
2025 that will take away the

The West Bend News is
published weekly for residents
of northeast Indiana and
northwest Ohio. The
publication is wholly owned by
West Bend Printing &
Publishing Inc.

Subscription  information
for the West Bend News follows:
If you would like to have the
West Bend News newspaper
delivered to your home,
subscriptions are $62.00 per
year. The newspapers are

available for free at pickup
locations throughout Northeast
Indiana and Northwest Ohio.
All content submitted &
printed in the West Bend News
becomes the property and

copyright of West Bend
Printing and Publishing Inc
corporation. Any and all
reproduction requires prior
consent by the Publisher. Any
submissions may be edited or
rejected by the editor.

powers of Congress and fed-
eral judges. Some of the au-
thors of the plan are with him
in the White House. He wants
to destroy our democracy and
have our country under a dic-
tator.

Some Republicans are fi-
nally ignoring him and are do-
ing the job the people elected
them to do.

The criminals should be
arrested, but 90% of the peo-
ple have been here for years
and are contributing to our

economy.
I hope you arent raising
your children in Trump’s

shadow. He bullies, calls peo-
ple names, treats women as
sex objects. He is a disgusting
person who should have never
been elected to run our coun-
try. He makes fun of the hand-
icapped! Are you ok with that?

I pray our democracy sur-
vives. The people who have so
much hate for the Democrats
need to pray and read the the
Lord’s teaching more! There is
something wrong with anyone
with that much HATE coming
from them.

Look at how Trump and
his people are protecting his
rich perverted friends who
abused young girls with Ep-
stein. They are disgusting peo-
ple but if you are rich you get
protection! He pardoned drug
barons but he attacks
Venezuelan boats and mur-
ders the survivors.

—Judi Grubb
Van Wert, OH

AUDREY GIESIGE NAMED
TO FALL 2025 DEAN'S
HONOR LIST AT
CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY

Audrey Giesige of Pauld-
ing, was named to the Dean's
Honor List at Cedarville Uni-
versity for Fall 2025. This
recognition requires the stu-
dent to obtain a 3.75 GPA or
higher for the semester and
carry a minimum of 12 credit
hours.

Cedarville University, an
evangelical Christian institu-
tion in southwest Ohio, offers
undergraduate and graduate
residential and online pro-
grams across arts, sciences
and professional fields. With
7,265 students, it is among
Ohio's largest private univer-
sities and is ranked among the
nation's top five evangelical
universities in the Wall Street
Journal's 2026 Best Colleges in
the US. Learn more at
cedarville.edu.
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NEW YEAR’S FINANCIAL
RESOLUTIONS: MAKING
THEM STICK

As the calendar flips to a
new year, millions of Ameri-
cans pledge to improve their
financial lives. But without a
concrete plan, those well-in-
tentioned resolutions often
fade quickly.

Financial goals consis-
tently top the list of New
Year's resolutions. A 2025
CFP Board study shows that
financial  resolutions are
prominent, with saving more
money (45%) and reducing
debt (32%) ranking among
the top three goals.

Unfortunately, most reso-
lutions don't last. A 2023
Forbes Health poll found that
over half of people give up on
resolutions by the four-month
mark and only 1% make it the
full year.

The challenge isn't a lack
of desire for change. People
may set the same resolution
year after year, revealing a dis-
connect between intentions
and action. Or it may be that
they try to tackle too many
goals at once, or aim higher
than is realistic, setting them-
selves up for disappointment.

Set smart financial goals.
Before crafting your action
plan, consider which financial
priorities matter most to you.
If you need ideas, here are
some areas where you may
want focus in 2026:

o Regularly review your fi-

nancial goals and track
progress toward meeting
them

o Increase your 401(k)
contributions or max out your
IRA and/or HSA contribu-
tions

« Pay down debt strategi-
cally and negotiate lower in-
terest payments

o Build an emergency sav-
ings fund of six to 12 months

« Save more consistently

Be specific. Vague resolu-
tions like “save more money”

fund”

This shift from general to
specific transforms wishful
thinking into actionable steps.
When goals are attainable, it's
easier to track progress and
stay motivated.

Find an accountability
partner. Don't go it alone.
Having someone to check in
with can help you stay on
track. This could be a spouse,
friend or family member who
shares similar goals.

Consider working with a
financial advisor who can
help you create a realistic
plan, monitor your progress
and adjust strategies as
needed. A professional can
provide expertise and ac-
countability, making it easier
to stay on track throughout
the year.

Start small and build mo-
mentum. Rather than over-
hauling your entire financial
life all at once, focus on one or
two priority areas. Identify
where the largest gap exists
between your current situa-
tion and where you want to
be, then concentrate your en-
ergy there.

Breaking larger goals into
smaller, manageable actions
makes them less overwhelm-
ing and more achievable.
Each small win builds confi-
dence and momentum for
tackling the next challenge.

The new year offers a fresh
start and renewed motivation
to improve your financial
health. With specific goals, a
solid action plan and the right
support system, this could be
the year your financial resolu-
tions finally stick.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones, Mem-
ber SIPC.

rarely succeed. Instead, it can
help to make goals specific
and measurable. For example,
rather than making a resolu-
tion to “start an emergency
fund,” commit to a specific
goal, such as, “T will put $100
a month into an emergency
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PANTHERS’ THOR STROKER ETTER TAKES 4™ AT
DEFIANCE BORDER WARS

Several members of the boys varsity wrestling team participated in the Defiance Border Wars
tournament. The top performer for the Panthers was Thor Stroker Etter, who secured 4th

place in the 150 1b weight class.

PAULDING PANTHERS
WRESTLERS SHINE AT
BRYAN INVITATIONAL

Michael Clifford, 1* place

Trenton Bail, 1* place

Several varsity wrestlers
from the Paulding Panthers
turned in strong perfor-
mances on December 27 at the
Bryan Invitational, earning
multiple podium finishes
against a competitive field.

Leading the way for Pauld-
ing was Michael Clifford, who
captured a first-place finish in
his weight class with a domi-
nant showing throughout the
day. Trenton Bail also brought
home a championship, secur-
ing first place after a series of
hard-fought matches.

Adan Zacarias and Isaac
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Ivan Martinez, 1* place

Isaac Couts, 2™ place

Owen Workman, 2" place
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Adan Zacarios , 2™ place

Leonel Reyes, 3" place

Couts each finished as run-
ners-up, earning second-place
honors with consistent perfor-
mances on the mat. Owen
Workman added another sec-
ond-place finish for the Pan-
thers, further highlighting the
team’s depth.

Leonel Reyes and Ivan
Martinez rounded out the
medalists for Paulding with
third-place finishes in their
respective weight classes, con-
tributing to a strong overall
showing for the Panthers at
the invitational.

VAN WERT PULLS AWAY FOR
63-32 WIN OVER OTTOVILLE

Van Wert controlled the
tempo on both ends of the
floor to earn a 63-32 boys bas-
ketball victory over Ottoville
on December 27 at Van Wert.
The Cougars set the tone early,
using defensive pressure and
efficient scoring to build sepa-
ration on the scoreboard and
maintain control throughout
the contest.

Van Wert was led by a bal-
anced offensive attack, with
Keaten Welch and Zach
Crummey each scoring 15
points. Xavier Kelly added 12
points, while Griffin Mc-
Crackey finished with nine.
Cohen Bragg contributed six
points, and Zander Stemen,
Caden Collins, and Zarik Hall
each added two. Ottoville was
paced by Joe Leis with eight
points, followed by Evan Al-
tenburger and Ashton Miller

with seven apiece. Grady
Leach scored five, Matthew
Horstman and Nick Brande-
berry added two each, and
Nick Quartana chipped in
one. Despite the loss, Ottoville
continued  to  compete
throughout the game, while
Van Werts depth and defen-
sive execution proved to be
the difference.

MCPHERSON COLLEGE AN-
NOUNCES FALL 2025 HONOR
ROLL, HONORABLE MENTION

McPherson College, a
four-year private college lo-
cated in central Kansas, recog-
nizes its highest academic
achievers in its fall 2025
Honor Roll and Honorable
Mention.

Students in the West Bend
News readership area receiv-
ing this honor are the follow-
ing:

Alyssa Ritchie,
Roll of Defiance, OH

Students must be enrolled
full-time and earn a grade
point average of 3.55 or higher
during the last term to qualify
for the honor roll. Students
earning a grade point average
of 3.25 to 3.54 are named to
the honorable mention.

McPherson College offers
more than 20 bachelor and pre-
professional programs with a
curriculum emphasizing en-
trepreneurship and career-fo-
cused education. In 2023, the
college secured an unprece-
dented $1B commitment to its
endowment, marking one of
the largest single endowment
commitments of any small lib-
eral arts college in the U.S. Na-
tionally recognized by U.S.
News & World Report, Money
Magazine, and the Chronicle of
Higher Education's "Great Col-
leges to Work For," McPherson
College is renowned for its in-
novative programs. Its Auto-
motive Restoration program,
the first four-year degree pro-
gram of its kind, made history
when a student-restored Mer-
cedes-Benz 300 S earned a class
award at the Pebble Beach
Concours d'Elegance - the first
time a student-restored car re-
ceived such an honor at the
prestigious Concours.

Visit www.mcpherson.edu
to learn more about McPher-
son College.

ODNR AWARDS MORE
THAN $2.9M IN GRANTS
FOR LOCAL PARK
PROJECTS

Honor

Local parks will be able to
build new amenities, such as
splashpads and basketball
courts, thanks to the Ohio De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources (ODNR) Nature-
Works grant program. ODNR
approved more than $2.9 mil-
lion in project funding that
will be distributed across 76
projects that will improve out-
door recreational opportuni-
ties for Ohioans across the
state.

The 76 projects span across
64 counties in Ohio. Awardees
will use the funding to buy
new park land and develop
new or renovated play-
grounds, which include
splashpads, sports courts in-
cluding pickleball and basket-
ball courts. Other project
needs include trails and walk-
ing paths, pavilions, exercise
equipment, and other park
amenities such as restrooms,
lighting, and parking.

“We want Ohioans to be
able to discover an amazing
park in their own backyard
and that’s why we support our
local parks,” said ODNR Di-
rector Mary Mertz. “These
grants allow communities to

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

CARNAHAN PRAISES EFFORT AS GIRLS WRESTLERS
COMPETE AT TINORA INVITATIONAL

“I am extremely proud of
the way they all competed
until the very last whistle.
Keep up the great work
ladies!” said head coach
Dustin Carnahan following a
strong showing by the girls
high school and junior high
wrestling programs at the
Tinora Invitational on De-
cember 28.

The junior high group set
the tone early in the day, led
by Addy, who earned a sec-
ond-place finish. Addy went
2-1 on the day and recorded
two pins, showcasing both
resilience and finishing abil-
ity on the mat.

At the high school level,
Maddie Doster turned in a
standout performance, cap-
turing a first-place finish
with a perfect 3-0 record that
included three pins. Cami
McAlexander also reached
the podium, placing third af-
ter going 3-1 with two pins,
while Aleta Sorrell finished
fourth with a 2-2 record and
two pins of her own.

Kaira  Jones  battled
through a tough bracket, fin-
ishing 1-2 with one pin, and
Teagen Eaton added valuable
experience at the varsity
level,  competing  hard
throughout the tournament.

grow their love of nature and
exploration.”

NatureWorks grants pro-
vide up to 75% reimburse-
ment assistance to local gov-
ernment subdivisions
(townships, villages, cities,
counties, park districts, joint
recreation districts and con-
servancy districts) for the ac-

quisition, development, and
rehabilitation of recreational
areas. Projects are funded
through the Ohio Parks and
Natural Resources Bond Issue,
which was approved by
Ohioans in November 1993.
Additional legislation autho-
rized the creation of the Na-
tureWorks Grant Program.
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M°MICHAEL HITS 1,000-POINT MILESTONE AS
ARCHERS BATTLE THROUGH ROUTE 49 CLASSIC HOLIDAY MATCH UP

Early in the game Edgerton Senior Maddox Baker adds 3
points to the Bulldog side of the board! More pictures at en-

gagingexposures.com

Freshman Boston Tribble nails this 3 point basket for the
Aces. More pictures at engagingexposures.com

The annual Route 49 Boys
Basketball Tournament re-
turned to Edon on December
29-30, bringing together
Antwerp, Edon, Edgerton,
and Hicksville for two nights
of competitive play. On the
opening night, December 29,
Antwerp pushed host Edon to
the wire before falling 58-57
in a tightly contested
matchup. The Archers led 12-
10 after the first quarter, but
Edon used a strong second-
and third-quarter surge to
gain momentum and held off
a late Antwerp rally. Zaine
McMichael led Antwerp with
23 points, while Hampton
Rogge added 10 and Weston
Rhonehouse and Noah Lucas
scored eight apiece. Edon was
paced by Gallahue with 21
points and Chrisman with 16.
Antwerp picked up a win in
the junior varsity game, de-
feating Edon 52-47.

Tournament play con-
cluded on December 30 with
Antwerp facing Hicksville.
Hicksville built an early lead
and maintained control for a
60-52 victory, using balanced
scoring throughout the night.
McMichael again led the

Archers with 25 points, with
Rhonehouse adding 15 and
Brayden Fuller and Hampton
Rogge with six  each.
Hicksville was led by Tribble
with 18 points and Eicher with
15 to claim the Route 49 win.
Antwerp closed the tourna-
ment with another junior var-
sity win, defeating Hicksville
50-40, for a JV Tournament
championship for the Archers.
During the tournament,
McMichael reached the 1,000-
point milestone for his varsity
career, a significant achieve-
ment that earned the senior a
spot on the Route 49 All-
Tournament Team.

Following the Antwerp/
Hicksville game was the final
match of Edgerton routing
Edon for the tournament win
62-57.

EAST NOBLE PULLS AWAY IN
SECOND HALF TO DEFEAT
WOODLAN, 47-30

East Noble used a deci-
sive second-half surge to pull
away from the Woodlan
Warriors for a 47-30 boys
basketball victory on De-
cember 27 at East Noble.

LADY RAIDERS TOP WARRIORS IN

Careen Winans, senior, grabs the ball for a steal and runs
down the court to attempt the 2 points. More pictures at en-

gagingexposures.com

Wayne Trace used a
strong opening quarter and a
balanced scoring effort to
earn a 43-35 girls basketball
victory over Woodlan on
December 27. The Lady
Raiders jumped out to a 13-
5 first-quarter lead and
never relinquished control,
closing the game with a deci-
sive 13-10 fourth quarter to
secure the win.

Woodlan battled back af-
ter halftime, outscoring
Wayne Trace 14-8 in the

third quarter to pull within
striking distance, but the
Raiders answered down the
stretch with timely defense
and key rebounds. Wayne
Trace finished the night
shooting 10-of-34 from two-
point range and 3-of-8 from
beyond the arc, while con-
verting 14-of-20 free throws.

Alyssa Anderson led all
scorers for Woodlan with 24
points, accounting for the
majority of the Warriors’ of-
fense. Mariah Thullner and
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Woodlan senior Alyssa Anderson picks the rebound and puts
the ball back up for 2 points. More pictures at engagingexpo-

sures.com

Savannah Scheumann each
added three points, Kaitlyn
Sterling finished with four,
and Scarlett Gillingham
scored one. Woodlan out-re-
bounded Wayne Trace on
the offensive glass but strug-
gled from long range, going
scoreless from three-point

territory.
Wayne Trace was led by
Amber Stoller with 17

points, including a three-
pointer and a strong night at
the free-throw line. Caroline
Winans followed with 11
points, while Careen Winans
added 10. Senior Lexi Moore
contributed five points and
delivered a performance that

extended far beyond the box
score.

With 4:34 remaining in
the fourth quarter, Moore
secured a defensive rebound
that marked the 1,000th of
her career. The milestone
makes Moore the first bas-
ketball player—boys or girl-
s—in Wayne Trace history to
reach 1,000 career rebounds.
The previous school record
was held by Steve Hall with
914 rebounds on the boys
side.

In the junior varsity con-
test, Woodlan  defeated
Wayne Trace by a score of
42-14.

Woodlan grabbed a slim
early edge, leading 8-7 at the
end of the first quarter. East
Noble responded in the sec-
ond period, outscoring the
Warriors 14-11 to take a 21—
19 lead into halftime in what
remained a closely contested
first half.

Momentum shifted fol-
lowing the break as East No-
ble tightened its defense and
controlled the pace of play.
The Knights held Woodlan
to just four points in the
third quarter while scoring
12 of their own to open up a
double-digit advantage. East
Noble continued to build on
that lead in the fourth quar-
ter, finishing the game with a
14-7 scoring edge to seal the
win.

WAYNE TRACGE CRUISES
PAST EMMANUEL
CHRISTIAN AT
MCDONALD’S HOLIDAY
TOURNAMENT

Wayne Trace delivered a
dominant performance at
the McDonalds Holiday
Tournament in Bluffton on
December 30, rolling to a
58-15 boys basketball vic-
tory over Toledo Emmanuel
Christian.

Wayne Trace set the tone
immediately, jumping out to
a 21-3 lead after the first
quarter and extending the
margin to 41-8 by halftime.
The Raiders” defensive pres-
sure limited Emmanuel
Christian’s scoring opportu-
nities throughout the night,
while Wayne Trace con-
verted turnovers into points
on the offensive end.

Tanner Laukhuf led all
scorers with 18 points,
knocking down four two-
point field goals and three
three-pointers to pace the
Raiders. Carter Clemens
added 10 points, while Zach
Stoller chipped in nine. Ca-
den Sinn finished with five
points, and Lance Maenle
and Blake Noggle each
scored four. Owen Welch,
Jayce Edwards, Easton Jay,
Micah Sinn, and Lane Wen-
ninger also contributed to
the scoring effort as Wayne

Trace spread production
across its lineup.

Emmanuel Christian was
led by Titus Shepherd with
eight points, accounting for
more than half of the team’s
scoring. Gage Morris scored
four points, and Jamon
Robinson added two, while
the remainder of the offense
was held in check by Wayne
Trace’s defense.

The Raiders continued to
control the game after half-
time, outscoring Emmanuel
Christian 9-2 in the third

quarter and 8-5 in the
fourth to close out the 43-
point win. Wayne Trace fin-
ished the game shooting effi-
ciently from both inside and
beyond the arc while hold-
ing Emmanuel Christian to
just six made field goals on
the night.

The victory improved
Wayne Trace to 4-4 on the
season and marked a strong
showing for the Raiders in
McDonald’s Holiday Tour-
nament play at Bluffton.
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THE LEFT TURN

Russ Gamester battles Bryan Nuckles to a qualifier victory
Friday at the Rumble in Fort Wayne. (KR Poole Photos)

By: Ron Burt

The 2025 Rumble in Fort
Wayne was an action packed
with two days of excitement.
Larry Boos, his staff and vol-
unteers made the 27th annual
event the best I can remember.
The car counts and entries
were up, and every room, hall-
way and ramp in the coliseum
was filled with racecars. Driv-
ers came from all over the
country to compete on the
Expo Centers 1/7th mile con-
crete floor track. It was a mix
of experience and exuberance
that characterized the national
midget headliners during the
kickoff to Rumble in Fort
Wayne. Let me tell you about
opening night.

In a new-look format, Russ
Gamester and Ricky Peterson
Jr. each won midget qualifying
features during Friday’s pro-
gram, securing their starting
spots into Saturday’s Feature
Race to 100 inside the Expo
Center. Unlike previous years,
which included complete
shows on both days of the
Rumble, Friday’s action on the
seventh-mile, indoor concrete
oval saw the national midgets
working to accrue points to-
ward their starting positions
in Saturday’s heats. It was all a
lead-up to the first 100-lap
midget feature at the Fort
Wayne Rumble since 2002.

The 30-lapper for even
qualifiers featured two-time
Rumble winner Joe Liguori
and Rumble midget rookie
Jakeb Boxell on the front row,
with Ligouri immediately
jumping to the lead as Boxell
was shuftled from second to
eighth.

Past winner Ryan Flores
took over second place at that
point. Liguori had a narrow
lead over Flores, despite the
emergence of lap traffic near
the one-third mark. A wild
flip and turn-three impact by
Trisdon Brown forced a short
stoppage. Brown was unin-
jured, but his night was over.
Calm went out the window on
lap 14, when Flores moved
Liguori for the lead in turn
two, only for Liguori to get
back into Flores going into
turn three and send both cars
skidding to a halt. Liguori
continued, but Flores night
was over, because his motor
locked up entering the corner,
causing the loss of speed that
led to the collision by Liguori.

Gamester took over the
lead and held oft fellow vet-
eran Bryan Nuckles the rest of
the way despite caution flags
on laps 17 and 19. Friday was
Gamester’s sixth career Rum-
ble Midget win. A runner-up
finish wasn't what Nuckles
hoped to accomplish Friday,
having come so close to Rum-

Ricky Peterson Jr gets the
second feature victory Friday
at the Rumble in Fort Wayne.
(KR Poole Photos)

ble glory in the past without a
feature win, but it still locked
him into Saturday’s 100 lap
final. Jim Anderson, Nick
Hamilton, and Liguori were
third through fifth, respec-
tively.

Derek  Bischak  and
Michael Lewis led the odd
qualifiers to green for their
30-lap qualifying feature, with
Lewis powering the iconic No.
99 to the lead on the first lap
before a John Ivy spin forced a
lap-one caution flag. Yellow
flags on laps four and six did
little to slow Lewis, but a red
flag on a lap-seven restart did
halt the action, after Avery
Neal lost brakes and flipped
into the catchfence. Neal was
okay, but his Rumble debut
was over. The next restart led
to even more chaos at the
front, as Cap Henry got into
Lewis in turn four and sent
Lewis spinning out of the top
spot. Henry was penalized for
the contract, elevating Bis-
chak to the point and Kasey
Jedrzejek to second place.
Three more yellows led to a
mandatory air quality break
nine laps in and created an
opportunity for Jedrzejek to
pounce on the restart. The
second-generation Ohio
young gun jumped to the in-
side on the backstretch after
leader Bischak spun out, then
was ahead of the chaos behind
him after both Bischak and
Henry spun from top five
running positions less than a
lap later. Jedrzejek led a cau-
tion-laden mid-race before
spinning from first place with
11 laps left. Peterson grabbed
the lead he wouldnt relin-
quish and a surprising first
Rumble victory. He beat
Henry, who rallied from the
rear of the field twice after be-
ing involved in two separate
incidents. Both Peterson and
Henry joined Gamester and
Nuckles as  guaranteed
starters in Saturday’s 100-lap
grand finale. Jedrzejek fell one
spot short of rallying back
into the Saturday main, fin-
ishing third, with Bischak
crossing fourth as the last car
running. His teammate John
Ivy made a late pass to finish
second, ahead of Brad Lam-
berson, Busz, and Dylan
Woodling. Next week I will
cover the 100 lap feature that
was held Saturday, December
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9:30610:30PM

ohio Sport Blitz Facebook Live with Ron Burt

www.facebook.com/
ohiosporisblita

20th. T hope all of you had a
fun and safe Christmas and a
fantastic new year’s. Until
next week, keep your wheels
down. Ron out!

HUSTED BILL PROTECTING
GREAT LAKES FISHERIES
ADVANCES TO
PRESIDENT’S DESK

The Great Lakes Fishery
Research ~ Reauthorization
Act, sponsored by Sen. Jon
Husted (R-Ohio), was passed
by the United States House of
Representatives and the pres-
ident will soon sign it into
law. This will mark the third
bill spearheaded by Husted
signed into law since he took
office.

Sen. Gary Peters (D-
Mich.) and Husted intro-
duced this legislation to-
gether on Sept. 18, 2025.

“Whether commercial or
recreational, fishing is a staple
of Ohio’s culture and econ-
omy, generating $5.5 billion
for our state. Millions of
Ohioans rely on—and en-
joy—the experience and the
bounty of fishing, from catch-
ing and eating perch or wall-
eye to pursuing the many
other sport fish found in Lake
Erie and its tributaries. A
healthy lake is essential to this
way of life, and the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey’s Great Lakes
Science Center is on the front
lines of ensuring Lake Erie re-
mains a thriving and sustain-
able fishery,” said Husted.

“I'm proud that the Great
Lakes Fishery Research Reau-
thorization Act will soon be-

come my third bill signed
into law, and I will continue
to support the resilient com-
munities across Ohio that de-
pend on these waters. This is
a testament to what biparti-
san cooperation can achieve
when we focus on solving real
problems for the American
people,” Husted concluded.

“I'm grateful to my col-
leagues in the House for tak-
ing action to pass this impor-
tant legislation. The Great
Lakes Science Center helps
protect the freshwater fish-
eries and habitats that are in-
valuable economic and eco-
logical assets for Michigan
and the entire Great Lakes
Region. 'm pleased to see this
bill is one step closer to be-
coming law, and Tll never
stop fighting to support our
Great Lakes,” said Peters.

The Great Lakes Fishery
Research Program expired at
the end of September 2025.
The Great Lakes Fishery Re-
search Reauthorization Act
will reauthorize the program
for another five years through
FY 2030. The research pro-
gram provided the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS) Great
Lakes Science Center with
dedicated funding to conduct
critical research with direct
impact on the multi-billion-
dollar commercial fishing in-
dustry on the Great Lakes.

The science center pro-
vides the Great Lakes region,
and other parts of the US,,
with critical scientific infor-
mation for resource managers
to restore, manage, and pro-
tect the wildlife and their

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

habitats within the Great
Lakes basin. Much of the
work from the science center
is centered around strength-
ening Ohioss rich fishing ecol-
ogy.
This bipartisan legislation
passed the Senate Committee
on Environment and Public
Works on Oct. 29, 2025. Sen-
ator Husted is the only mem-
ber of the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works
representing a Great Lakes
state. The bill passed the Sen-
ate on Nov. 19, 2025. It passed
the House of Representatives
on Dec. 15, 2025.

Husted also had two other
bills signed into law during

his first year in Congress.
Both of his laws reflect his
ongoing commitment to af-
fordability and improving ev-
eryday life for Ohio families:

« Hustedss first bill became
law in May, reversing a bur-
densome Biden energy rule
that raised costs for taxpay-
ers.

o The SMART OTC Act
will modernize the Food and
Drug Administration’s
process for giving certain pre-
scription drugs status as over-
the-counter (OTC) options.
The SMART OTC Act builds
on Husted’s work to provide
high-quality health care for
Ohioans.

22319 Ward Rd., Woodburn, IN
46797 « 260-632-1065
ewsllc@emypeople.net
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NATIONAL PROGRAM SHARES WITH KIDS THE
IMPORTANCE OF TREES AND FORESTS

Ohio is celebrating an im-
portant milestone when it
comes to teaching kids across
the state about the impor-
tance of leaning about trees
and forests! Project Learning
Tree (PLT), a national pro-
gram, is celebrating its 45th
anniversary in Ohio.

Recently, PLT educators,
professional foresters, stu-
dents, and natural resources
advocates gathered at Dawes
Arboretum near Newark to
honor PLT’s accomplish-
ments in environmental edu-
cation over nearly half a cen-
tury. The celebration, themed
“Learning Is in Our Nature,’
featured storytelling sessions,
a panel reflecting on PLT-
Ohios past and present,
wagon tours of the Arbore-
tum, and an awards luncheon
recognizing leaders who
demonstrate exceptional
commitment to environmen-
tal literacy and stewardship.

Award recipients at the
PLT Anniversary Ceremony:
(Left to Right) Jen Dennison,
Brenda Metcalf, Sue Winter-
ing, Bill Schultz, Carolyn
Watkins, Katie = Mantel,
Amanda Hurley, Nancy Gre-
gory,  Heather  Sheets,
Stephanie Downs.

During the luncheon, ten
award recipients were hon-

ored for their outstanding
service and commitment to

environmental  education.
This year’s honorees in-
cluded:

Dan Balser, ODNR Divi-
sion of Forestry; Bill Schultz,
retired ODNR Division of
Forestry; Sue Wintering, re-
tired ODNR Division of
Forestry

Mighty Oak Award:

Carolyn Watkins, retired
Ohio EPA; Brenda Metcalf,
Environmental  Education
Council of Ohio; Jen Denni-

son, ODNR Division of
Wildlife
Branching Out Award:

Stephanie Downs, ODNR
Division of Forestry

Outstanding Facilitator
Awards:

Nancy  Gregory, The
Dawes Arboretum; Amanda
Hurley, Shelby County Soil
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict

Outstanding  Educator
Award:

Katie Mantel, Wildwood
Environmental Academy

PLT-Ohio State Coordi-
nator, Heather Sheets, shared
upcoming initiatives aimed
at expanding educator train-
ing, enhancing access to en-
vironmental education re-
sources, and strengthening

NOTICE OF ON-LINE SALE UNDER
JUDGMENT OF DISCLOSURE OF
LIENS FOR DELINQUENT LAND TAXES

Revised Code, Section 5721.19.1

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO
In the Matter of Foreclosure of Liens for delinquent land taxes:
LOU ANN WANNEMACHER, TREASURER

PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO, Plaintiff,
vs.
CLARENCE J. TURNER, ET AL., Defendants,

Case No. Cl 25158

Whereas, judgment has been rendered against certain parcels of real property for
taxes, assessments, penalties, costs and charges as follows:
Plum Street, Cecil (4 parcels)
Parcel Number: 15-02S-011-00; 15-02S-010-00; 15-01S-017-00; and,
15-01S-024-00
A full legal description of this property is on record at the Paulding County
Recorder’s Office located in the Courthouse.

The opening bid is Five Thousand Five Hundred Fourteen and 61/100
($5,514.61) Dollars, sufficient to cover pro-rated taxes, assessments, penalties,
costs and charges of this suit.

Whereas, said judgment orders such real property to be sold by the undersigned
to satisfy the total amount of said judgment;

Now, therefore, public notice is hereby given that I, Jason K. Landers, Sheriff,
Paulding County, Ohio, will sell such real property at public auction to the highest
bidder of an amount sufficient to satisfy the judgment against each parcel on
Thursday, January 29, 2026 by on-line bidding at:

(RealAuction) https://paulding.sheriffsaleauction.ohio.gov. Registration and a
Ten and No/100 ($10.00) deposit must be completed at least one week before
the date of the sale.

If this parcel does not receive a sufficient bid, it shall be offered for sale on-line,
under the same terms and conditions of the first sale on February 12, 2026 for the
same minimum bid.

Bidding begins on scheduled Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. An auction will be
conducted for each individual property/court case. After a property is sold, the next
scheduled sale will begin.

The purchaser will be required to pay recording costs and transfer fee with the
balance of the purchase price after the sale has been confirmed.

Purchaser(s) are advised they have no legal right to access this property until the
Sheriff's Deed has been filed with the Paulding County Recorder’s Office.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ALL SUCH REAL PROPERTY TO
BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION MAY BE SUBJECT TO A FEDERAL TAX LIEN
THAT MAY NOT BE EXTINGUISHED BY THE SALE, AND PURCHASERS OF ANY
SUCH REAL PROPERTY ARE URGED TO SEARCH THE FEDERAL TAX LIEN
INDEX THAT IS KEPT BY THE COUNTY RECORDER TO DETERMINE IF
NOTICE OF A FEDERAL TAX LIEN HAS BEEN FILED WITH RESPECT TO ANY
SUCH REAL PROPERTY.

Sheriff Jason K. Landers

Paulding County, Ohio

www.pauldingohsheriff.com

Joseph R. Burkard, Prosecuting Attorney
I

pathways to green careers for
youth. With a growing need
for natural resource profes-
sionals across Ohio, the pro-
gram plans to deepen part-
nerships ~ with  schools,
workforce initiatives, and lo-
cal conservation agencies.

Project Learning Tree
(PLT), an initiative of the
Sustainable Forestry Initia-
tive, is a nonprofit organiza-
tion with outreach across all
50 states and several coun-
tries through partnerships
with natural resource agen-
cies, educators, and conser-
vation  organizations. In
Ohio, PLT is sponsored by
the Ohio Department of Nat-
ural Resources (ODNR) Di-
vision of Forestry, where it
plays a central role in advanc-
ing environmental education,
forest literacy, and green ca-
reer pathways.

PLT’s internationally rec-
ognized environmental edu-
cation program offers a life-
time of learning from early
childhood through adult-
hood, offering engaging mul-
tidisciplinary ~ curriculum,
advancing environmental ed-
ucation, forest literacy, and
green career pathways.

Since its founding in 1980,
PLT-Ohio has trained thou-
sands of educators and facili-
tators and continues to be
recognized nationally for its
leadership and statewide im-
pact.

For more information
about PLT-Ohio or to get in-
volved, email plt@dnr.ohio.
gov or visit ohiodnr.gov/plt.

ODNR ensures a balance
between wise use and protec-
tion of our natural resources
for the benefit of all. Visit the
ODNR website at ohiodnr.
gov  (https://www.ohiodnr.
gov/).

PAULDING COUNTY COURT
RECORDS

Criminal/Traffic

Disposition Report

Jayden J. Dalton of Pauld-
ing was found guilty on four
counts of disorderly conduct.
For the first count, he was
fined $50, sentenced to 30
days in jail with 25 suspended,
and ordered to pay $350 in
court costs. Conditions in-
cluded maintaining general
good behavior and forfeiture
of contraband to the arresting
agency. On the remaining
counts, Dalton received an ad-
ditional 30-day jail term each
with all days suspended and a
$50 fine each count. Dalton
was also found guilty of FRA
suspension and fined $100
plus $105 in court costs. In a
separate case, he was found
guilty of Driving Under Sus-
pension (OVI-related). He
was fined $250, sentenced to
180 days in jail with 177 days
suspended, and had his li-
cense suspended from January
1 to July 1, 2026. Fines and
costs were taken from bond.

Brendon L. Fry of Pauld-
ing was found guilty of disor-
derly conduct and fined $100.

He was sentenced to 30 days
in jail with 27 days suspended.
He must also pay $300 in
costs, maintain general good
behavior, and pay for his stay
at the Paulding County Jail.

Cathy L. Ohms of Defiance
was found guilty of failure to
confine a dog. She was fined
$50 plus $139 in court costs
and ordered to maintain gen-
eral good behavior.

Noah T. Coyne of Paulding
had two charges dismissed—
driving under suspension
(non-FRA) and fictitious reg-
istration. He is responsible for
$105 in court costs for the
DUS charge.

Janet R. Bonham of Pauld-
ing was found guilty of failure
to control. She was fined $70
and assessed $100 in court
costs. The case was waived by
the defendant.

Chad J. Carper of Oak-
wood was found guilty of two
violations on December 29,
2025: driving while texting
and a seat belt violation. He
was fined $95 for the texting
offense and received no fine
for the seat belt violation.
Both charges were waived by
the defendant.

Ava J. Zartman of Payne
also appeared in the report for
a driving while texting of-
fense. She pleaded guilty and
was fined $95. This case was
likewise waived by the defen-
dant.

LEPC DISCUSSES TRAINING,
GRANTS, AND EMERGING
TECHNOLOGY CONCERNS

Members of the Paulding
County Local Emergency
Planning Committee (LEPC)
met December 17, 2025 at the
county Emergency Opera-
tions Center to address train-
ing needs, grant funding, and
emerging issues affecting
emergency preparedness.

After approving correc-
tions to the previous meeting’s
minutes, the committee re-
viewed recent training efforts.
Attendance at a fall operations
refresher course was low, a
challenge attributed to the
busy harvest season. Plans are
already in motion to resched-
ule future trainings to times of
year that may allow greater
participation.

Grant funding was a major
topic of discussion. The com-
mittee successfully secured
$22,000 in LEPC grant funds
this year, all of which were
used for emergency training.
Officials acknowledged that
some training costs exceeded
expectations, particularly for
hazmat awareness and opera-
tions courses, and said future
applications will better reflect
real-world expenses. Chal-
lenges remain in finding in-
structors for advanced inci-
dent command classes that fit
responders’ schedules, though
online options are being ex-
plored.

The committee approved
its 2026 meeting schedule,
maintaining its quarterly for-
mat while moving the Decem-
ber meeting earlier in the
month to avoid the holidays.
Officials noted the impor-
tance of publishing the sched-
ule in advance to ensure pub-
lic awareness.

Updates were also shared
on county readiness. Emer-
gency communications issues
affecting tornado sirens were
reported as resolved, and win-
ter weather preparedness was
discussed with an eye toward

coordination among local
agencies.
The Paulding County

Health Department high-
lighted a new public health
vendine machine located out-
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Crossword Puzzle

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

Across

5. Town where Jesus was born,

visited by the Magi.

6. Six of these were “a-laying”

eggs.

7. Number of these “a-
leaping” in the 12 Days of
Christmas carol is ten.

9. The first of the 12 days in
the traditional celebration.

10. A burial spice given by the

Magi, symbolizing suffering.

12. Eight of these were “a-
milking.”

14. Final evening of the 12
Days of Christmas, often
celebrated with feasting.

18. Three of these “French”
birds were gifted.

19. Type of birds received on
the fourth day.

20. Eleven of these were
“piping” music.

22. Aromatic resin presented to

Jesus by the Magi.

23. Scene commemorated
throughout the 12 Days and
on Epiphany.

Down

1. What the 12 Days of

Christmas and Epiphany are
centered around.

2. Nine of these were
“dancing.”

3. Christian tradition that often
celebrates Epiphany on a
different calendar date.

4. Seven of these were “a-
swimming.”

8. There are twelve of these in
the carol, one for each day.

9. Liturgical name for the
season from Christmas to
Epiphany.

11. The bird in a pear tree from
the famous Christmas carol.

13. Five of these golden gifts
are sung with emphasis.

15. Christian feast day
celebrated on January 6th
marking the visit of the
Magi.

16. One of the gifts brought by
the Magi.

17. Epiphany tradition of
marking doorways with
blessed chalk and the year.

21. The three wise men who
brought gifts to baby Jesus.

solution on page 11

THIS PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Paulding County Hospital * 1035 West Wayne St. ¢ Paulding, OH 45879
Antwerp Regional Health Ctr « 608 Erie Street ¢ Antwerp, OH, 45813
Oakwood Medical Center « 109 N. First Street » Oakwood, OH 45873

Payne Medical Center * 301 South Main Street * Payne, OH 45880

side its office. The machine
provides free health and safety
items to the public and is part
of a broader effort to reduce
barriers to care. Officials also
discussed plans to grow a vol-
unteer support network for
emergency response, poten-
tially working with local
churches and offering incen-
tives such as CPR training.
The meeting concluded
with informal discussion on

the increasing role of artificial
intelligence in government
and emergency services, in-
cluding both its potential ben-
efits and emerging concerns.
No official action was taken
on the topic, but members
agreed it is an issue that will
continue to shape emergency
management in the future.

The meeting adjourned
following a motion from the
floor.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 0.R.C. Section 4928.20 (C) the Village of Grover Hill
will hold two separate public hearings on the Village of Grover Hill's Electric Power
Aggregation Plan of Operation and Governance on Wednesday January 14th, 2026, at
5:30pm and 6:00pm in the Fire Station/Village Hall, 104 S. Main Street.
The Village of Grover Hill's Electric Power Aggregation Plan of Operation and Governance
describes the policies and procedures by which the Village of Grover Hill will carry out
its municipal electric aggregation program, including those policies and procedures,
which relate to rates and customer service.
If you have any questions, you may call the Village between the hours of 8:00am and
5:00p.m. at 419-203-5323

Mayor DeWayne Hinchcliff,

Village of Grover Hill

LEGAL NOTICE

At its monthly meeting on December 16, 2025, the Paulding County Board of
Health approved the 2026 proposed Food Program fee changes for 2026,
effective January 1, 2026. Readings of the fees were conducted on September
25, 2025, October 30, 2025, and December 16, 2025.

2026 FOOD FEES

< 25,000 sq. ft. Level 3 $822.00
Level 1 $187.00 Level4 $897.00
Level 2 $212.00 Mobile - high risk 160.00
Level 3 $367.00 Mobile - low risk 80.00
Level 4 $467.00 Temporaries remain the same
> 25,000 sq. ft. Vending $11.78 plus CPI
Level 1 $277.00 Plan Review - new $200.00
Level 2 $287.00 Plan Review - existing $150.00

For any questions concerning these fees
please contact the Paulding County Health
Department at 419-399-3921.
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OFF STAGE PRODUCTIONS
TO HOLD AUDITIONS FOR
SPRING COMEDY

Oft Stage Productions, Inc
will be holding auditions Jan-
uary 20th & 21st (Tuesday and
Wednesday) for “Insane with
Power” by Scott Haan. Audi-
tions will be held at Vantage
Career Center, 818 North
Franklin Street, Van Wert in
the Commons area starting at
7:00PM both nights. Enter
door 7 in the front of the
building.

Show dates will be April
17-19 and 24-26. Directing
this show will be Daniel
Sanderson, who most recently
directed “Gladys in Wonder-
land” two years ago. The sug-

Local Signs.

gested cast size is 3 men and 3
women, but flexible casting is
possible.

Synopsis: Lois Lancaster is
a big-city journalist writing
about the current state of
mental health facilities. Her
research takes her to a hospital
populated with a unique
group of quirky inmates who
imagine they are crime-fight-
ing superheroes. Speed Freak
thinks he can run at incredible
speeds, while Dim Bulb, the
most enthusiastic person on
the face of the earth, thinks he
has the ability to turn off lights
with his brain. Mental thinks
she can read minds, despite
being prone to sudden out-
bursts of bizarre non-se-
quiturs. Kevin, much less
quirky and flamboyant than
the other inmates, doesn’t em-
barrass himself with a ridicu-
lous code name or costume..
.at least, not initially. Dr. Gail
Eisner appears to be a kindly
hospital ~administrator; a
steady influence needed to ef-
fectively run a madhouse like
this one. At first Lois finds
their elaborate superhero fan-
tasies to be an entertaining di-

version, the wild delusions of
unstable minds, until some-
thing unusual happens that
makes her wonder....

Scripts are now available
for perusal for those interested
in auditioning. Message us if
interested in previewing a
script or call or text 419-605-
2634. No prior acting experi-
ence is required to audition.

“Insane with Power” is be-
ing produced by special ar-
rangement with Eldridge Pub.

ANTWERP SCHOOL BOARD
HIGHLIGHTS ENROLLMENT
GROWTH, SAFETY UP-
GRADES, AND NEW CAREER
TECH PROGRAMS

The Antwerp Local School
District Board of Education
met in regular session on De-
cember 18, 2025, with board
members receiving a wide-
ranging set of reports high-
lighting  student  growth,
staffing updates, facility plan-
ning, and upcoming academic
initiatives as the district heads
into the second half of the
school year. Winter break was
noted as beginning December

23, with students and staff re-
turning after the holiday. Ath-
letic activities will continue
through the break, including
the Route 49 boys and girls
basketball tournaments and
multiple wrestling invitation-
als.

Elementary Principal
Doug Billman’s report, shared
by administration, focused on
student recognition, enroll-
ment growth, and student ser-
vices. Students of the Month
were recognized, and the
board was updated on active
PTO and PTSO events sup-
porting both in-school and af-
ter-school activities. Enroll-
ment continues to increase at
the elementary level, particu-
larly in kindergarten, which is
now at capacity. Due to space
limitations, the district has de-
nied several open enrollment
requests for kindergarten stu-
dents from outside the dis-
trict. Two additional kinder-
garten students are scheduled
to begin in January, with
staffing support already in
place through dedicated class-
room aides.

Student health

services

Local Banners.
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were also highlighted, includ-
ing recent vision screenings.
Of the 39 students who partic-
ipated, 33 received full eye ex-
ams, and 11 students were
identified as needing glasses,
all of whom were able to re-
ceive them through assistance
programs. The after-school
program concluded for the se-
mester and is expected to re-
sume later in the winter, con-
tinuing through early May.

A special highlight at the
elementary building was the
introduction of Ozzy, the dis-
trict’s police dog, who made
his first visit to the school. Ad-
ministrators noted the posi-
tive response from students as
Ozzy begins the process of be-
coming familiar with the
building and student environ-
ment ahead of formal training
later this year.

Superintendent Marty
Miller thanked the district’s
principals for their leadership
and noted the improved
rhythm and  consistency
across buildings. A staffing
update included plans to hire
a part-time custodian to assist
during lunch periods, ad-
dressing challenges following
recent staffing shortages.

Significant discussion cen-
tered on facilities, particularly
the planned bus garage reno-
vation. Architectural plans are
nearing completion, with bids
expected to go out in January
and construction anticipated
to begin in the spring. The es-
timated cost of the project is
approximately $1.5 million,
with completion targeted be-
fore next winter. The project
will allow buses to be stored in
a temperature-controlled
space and include a dedicated
wash bay.

Technology and safety up-
dates included the district’s re-
ceipt of a $40,000 grant from
the Ohio Attorney General’s
Office to implement a staff
badge and building entry
monitoring system. Installa-
tion is planned for the upcom-
ing semester. Additional tech-
nology upgrades, including
entry fobs for staff, are also in
progress.

Curriculum and instruc-
tion updates were provided by
Elise Wren, who reported on
third-grade reading assess-
ment results. Fifty percent of
Antwerp students passed the
fall assessment, exceeding the
state average of 38 percent.
Targeted intervention through
after-school programming is
planned ahead of spring test-
ing. Wren also outlined up-
coming changes in Career
Technical Education require-
ments. Beginning next school
year, the district will introduce
middle school CTE program-
ming, including robotics, con-
struction, and media arts, uti-
lizing existing staff licensure
and aligning offerings with
Vantage Career Center path-
ways.

The board was also in-
formed that the district will
begin the process of selecting
anew math curriculum, as ex-
isting licenses expire next
year. Administrators are re-
viewing options in anticipa-
tion of future state initiatives
in mathematics instruction.

In other business, the
board approved the 2026-
2027 school calendar, multiple
overnight student and staft
trips, staffing appointments,
stipends, and financial trans-
fers. The board also accepted a
resignation and approved dis-
trict memberships and substi-
tute lists. The organizational
and regular board meeting for
January were scheduled for
January 6, 2026, beginning at
5p.m.

The meeting concluded
with an executive session to
consider the employment of a
public employee, after which
the board adjourned.

THE CROSSROAD -
ODOT NEWS FOR
NORTHWEST OHIO

From the deputy direc-
tors

Northwest Ohio is a
trucking hub that is sup-
ported by the highway infra-
structure we maintain. So it's
fitting that northwest Ohio is
leading a statewide effort to
increase truck parking in the
state. We highlight that ef-
fort in this edition.

At its core, the truck
parking issue is about the
truckers -- the people be-
hind the wheel. By law,
they're required to rest after
a certain number of hours.
The ability to reach an ap-
propriate parking location
when that time comes is cur-
rently difficult, which is why
you find them parked along
highway ramps and other lo-
cations not ideal for them or
other motorists.

At the direction of Gover-
nor DeWine, Ohio is work-
ing diligently to alleviate
this. You'll see the first
projects to construct addi-
tional truck parking in the
coming year.

We appreciate the truck-
ing industry -- their noble
mission to "Bring It," as they
say, and the people they em-
ploy to do that. We want the
infrastructure they rely on to
support them in every way.

What's in this issue:

-Northwest Ohio takes
the lead in statewide truck
parking initiative.

-Intersection conversion
to all-way stop planned
throughout northwest Ohio.

-Wood County project
first in the state constructed
with digital plans.

Northwest Ohio takes
lead in statewide truck
parking initiative

Northwest Ohio is coor-
dinating a statewide effort to
add approximately 1,400
truck parking spaces by late
2027.

In 2024, Ohio Governor
Mike DeWine directed the
Ohio Department of Trans-
portation (ODOT) to ad-
dress the lack of truck park-
ing in the state and to begin
construction of additional
truck parking sites as soon as
feasible.

Chris Hughes, ODOT
District 1 deputy director,
and a team in District 1 are
leading the effort.

Hughes said 33 sites in 17
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REPURPOSE A CHRISTMAS
TREE FOR WILDLIFE HABITAT

The Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR)
Division of Wildlife is re-
minding Ohioans that a live-
cut Christmas tree may be re-
purposed after the holidays as
habitat for various species of
animals. Before you discard
your tree, remember that it
can find life after the holidays
for Ohios birds, fish, and
mammals.

A live-cut Christmas tree
can be recycled as the center-
piece of a wildlife-friendly
brush pile. Place the tree in a
desirable location and layer
limbs around it in a square ar-
rangement. Cover the top with
additional brush to create a
unique and valuable shelter
for small animals.

A repurposed Christmas
tree can serve as habitat for
birds, fish, and mammals.

Songbirds including cardi-
nals, chickadees, titmice,
nuthatches, and wrens travel
in and out of brush piles for
food, nesting, and to escape
predators. Small mammals
such as rabbits and chipmunks
also use brush piles for shelter
and raising young. Brush piles
are valuable shelter for over-
wintering insects like bees,
moths, and butterflies, as well.

Before repurposing or dis-
posing of a live-cut Christmas
tree, remember to remove all
trimmings including tinsel,
garland, lights, and ornaments
as these can be harmful to the
environment and  wildlife.
Please obtain proper permis-
sion before discarding your
tree on public or private prop-

erty. Discarding trees without
permission could result in a
litter violation.

Live-cut Christmas trees
are also useful as compost,
mulch, and more. Here are
some options for your live-cut
Christmas tree following the
holidays:

CENTRAL OHIO

The Morrow County Soil
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict accepts live-cut trees to
benefit wildlife at the Head-
waters Outdoor Education
Center, 151 Home Road,
Mount Gilead, until Friday,
Jan. 30, 2026.

NORTHEAST OHIO

The Mahoning County
Green Team accepts donated
trees at designated drop-off
sites until Saturday, Jan. 31,
2026. The Mahoning County
Sheriff’s Office Community
Service Program collects and
prepares trees to be used for
fish and wildlife habitat in
partnership with ODNR.

SOUTHEAST OHIO

City of Athens residents
can arrange pickup on Tues-
days and Fridays through Sat-
urday, Jan. 31, 2026. Call the
city at 740-592-3343 and leave
undecorated trees on the curb.
The trees will be used for fish
structure.

SOUTHWEST OHIO

Drop oft your undecorated
tree at the North Pool Boat
Ramp at Caesar Creek State
Park, 8570 E. State Route 73,
Waynesville, until Friday, Jan.
16, 2026. Trees are used to cre-
ate fish habitat.

counties were selected to ad-
vance to design and ulti-
mately construction. Four
contracts, grouped into re-
gions, were awarded for the
evaluation and design of the
sites. The first sites in seven
counties will be constructed
in 2026, including at the U.S.
30 rest areas in Wyandot
County where an additional
100 spaces -- 50 on each side

-- will be constructed.

In northwest Ohio, 247
truck parking spaces will be
added in Allen, Henry, and
Wyandot counties. For fur-
ther information and con-
struction schedule, visit the
project website.

"Our directive was to get
the project under way as
soon as possible. For that
reason, we determined con-

Saturday, January 10th, 2026
Open 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
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H20 Water Stores

Your “Everything Water” Store
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208 S. Main St.
Antwerp, OH
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TIMBER WANTED: Spe-
cializing in walnut trees,
white oak trees and hard-
wood trees. Buyer of
standing timber. Call Gary
Keegan 517-296-4601

12-1p

GRAPPLE FOR SALE: Ti-
tan Attachments Grapple
for tractor or skid steer. Hy-
draulic cylinder, 48" Move
up to 10'logs, trees, brush,
etc. Lightly used, PRICE
LOWERED to $11,500,
419-258-0127

MOWER LIFT FOR SALE:
Huskee HZR350 Lift for rid-
ing/zero turn lawn mow-
ers. $650bo. Includes man-
ual and drilling adapter.
Call 419-258-0127

FORT DEFIANCE An-
tiques: 402 Clinton St.
Downtown Defiance,
OH. Hours M-Sat 10-5.
419-782-6003 tf

DESIGN - PRINT - AD-
VERTISE: Books, Calendars,
Cards - West Bend Printing
can get you what you
need FAST! 419-258-2000.

THE HEALING HEARTH
by Angel: Salves, Soaps,
Beard Oils, Luffa scrubbies
PLUS more. Text 419-258-
0656 for more info.

DEADLINE FOR CLASSI-

FIEDS IN WEST BEND
NEWS IS FRIDAYS AT
12NOON!

structing the sites on state-
owned property where no
additional property acquisi-
tion would be needed was
best," said Hughes.

Each site is located near
major freight routes, in areas
already in high demand for
trucks, and where additional
truck parking will cause
minimal disruption.

Hughes said each parking
site. will generally include
trash receptacles, lighting,
and non-flush restroom fa-
cilities contained within a
permanent shelter. These
will be added where existing
restrooms do not exist, or as
a supplement to existing re-
stroom facilities.

Construction will occur
May 2026 through late 2027
in every region of the state.
Project cost is estimated at

$150  million,  funded
through the state transporta-
tion budget.

A 2021 Ohio truck park-
ing study conducted by
ODOT confirmed the need
for additional parking for
commercial trucks, and
identified locations where
its needed. Nationally, the
study concluded there’s cur-
rently one parking space for
every 11 trucks on the road.

By law, truck drivers are
required to be off duty for
rest after a certain number of
worked hours. Failure to ad-
here to regulations may
mean fines, disciplinary ac-
tion, or license suspension.
Currently, truck drivers park
at rest areas, decommis-
sioned highway weigh sta-
tions, truck stops, and gas
stations. When those op-
tions aren’t available, they go
searching, often settling
along a highway shoulder or
ramp.

In 2023, trucks logged
27.3 million miles on Ohio
roads. ODOT estimates
freight volume will increase
26% by 2045.

Some intersections
throughout northwest Ohio
to be converted to all-way
stop

The Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) is
improving safety at select in-
tersections statewide by con-
verting standard, two-way
stop intersections to all-way
stop following examples in
other states where the

change brought improved
safety.

Since 2018, the state of
North Carolina converted
over 500 intersections from
a typical two-way to all-way
stop control. Their analysis
of 348 of these locations
showed a 100% reduction in
fatal crashes and 95% reduc-
tion in serious injury
crashes. Similar results were
also seen in the state of Dela-
ware.

In Ohio, 77 intersections
statewide were evaluated
and chosen for conversion to
an all-way stop. Implemen-
tation will occur within the
next two years.

In northwest Ohio, 12 lo-
cations are identified for
conversion. Two intersec-
tions were converted to an
all-way stop this year: State
Route 295 and Archbold
Whitehouse Road in Lucas
County, and State Route 2
and Township Road 24 in
Fulton County. (Work was
performed by personnel in
the Lucas and Fulton County
ODOT garages, District 2
traffic department, village of
Archbold, Lucas County En-
gineer, and the village of
Whitehouse):

Some of the identified in-
tersections could potentially
become roundabouts in the
future, such as in Wood
County where the intersec-
tion of State Route 199 and
Five Point Road will become
an all-way stop this spring
and is scheduled for round-
about construction in 2029.
"In some cases, the all-way is
an interim step to improve
safety at an intersection until
a roundabout is constructed.
In other cases, the all-way in
itself is best," said Chris Wa-
terfield, ODOT District 2
traffic safety engineer.

The converted intersec-
tions will be monitored for
crash trends. ODOT will
produce an interim report
one year and two years fol-
lowing implementation. A
full evaluation report will be
issued following three years
of implementation.

Roundabout project first
in Ohio constructed under
digital, 3D design

The new roundabout at
U.S. 23 and State Route 105,
located in both Wood and
Sandusky counties which
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opened to traffic this fall,
was constructed using digi-
tal, 3D plans rather than the
typical multi-page paper set.

The new method, re-
ferred to as progressive de-
sign-build or also BIM
(building information mod-
eling) seeks to eliminate un-
needed work and speed up
both the delivery and con-
struction of projects. The
Wood County project was
the first in the state to be
constructed from start to
finish under the digital
model.

"We never created a plan
set. It was just simply done. It
was a full closure and was
open in 60 days," said Eric
Kahlig, administrator of the
ODOT Office of Construc-
tion Administration.

Kahlig said the Wood
County project was chosen
as the first to be completed
under the new method be-
cause it was ready to go, was
alocation on Governor Mike
DeWine's list of troublesome
intersections in Ohio, and
was a fairly simple project.
"And District 2 was willing
to do it, and they're a good
group," said Kahlig.

Those constructing the
project appreciated the sim-
plicity. "Our inspectors liked
the BIM model once they be-
came accustomed to it. They
had the digital model on a
tablet so when they were in
the field, they could pull up
the model and see exactly
where they were standing
and what the proposed work
entailed. They didn't have to
flip through multiple plan
pages to retrieve details
about a specific item," said
Kacey Young, ODOT Dis-
trict 2 capital programs ad-
ministrator. "They simply
clicked on the item and a ta-
ble would open up with all
the details. It made their job
more efficient,” she said.

The experiment was a
successful one. "It's ad-
vanced us in our efforts quite
a bit in electronic delivery.
And we got a good round-
about out of it," said Kahlig.

PAULDING SENIOR GENTER
JANUARY DINING MENU

The dining Center Title
III-C Nutrition Program is
partially funded by the Older
Americans Act, sponsored
through AOoA, ODA, and
administered by Paulding
County.

Low Sodium/Fat Entrees
and Non-Concentrated Sweet
Dessert Modified Meals are
available. Swiss Steak or Chef
salad can be ordered I place of
liver & onions up to two days
prior. Contact PCSC for addi-
tional information.

1/2 - Fish Sandwich,
Cheesy  Potatoes,  Capri
Salad,  Vegetables, Fruit

Cocktail, Granola Bar

1/5 - Country Fried
Steak, Mashed Potatoes &
Gravy, Corn / Dinner Roll,
Strawberries, Angel Food
Cake

1/6 - Ham & Cheese
Casserole, Stewed Tomatoes,
Spinach Salad, Hot Apple-
sauce, Dinner Roll

U~

Feeds..

‘_\_/\_/_’

Visit us for all of your animal feed needs.
Special requests? Give us a call, we do custom formulations.

P.O. Box 130 « Grabill, IN 46741 + (800) 589-2196
www.sauderfeeds.com info@sauderfeeds.com

Local Manufacturer of
Quality Animal Feeds
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Crossword solution
from page 9

1/7 - Roasted Turkey w/
Gravy, Rice Pilaf/Dinner
Roll, Green Beans, Tropical
Fruit, Birthday Cake

1/8 — Pancakes & Sausage,
Hashbrowns, Warm Cinna-
mon Apples, Orange Juice,
Yogurt

1/9 - Johnny Marzetti,
Italian Green Beans, Pears,
Apple Juice, Garlic Bread

1/12 - Spaghetti & Meat-
balls, Warm Pears, Coleslaw,
Garlic Bread

1/13 - Turkey & Cheese
on Rye, Chunky Tomato
Soup w/Crackers, Pineapple
Tidbits, Pea Salad, Cookie

1/14 - Pork Roast, Hash-
brown Bake, Normandy
Blend, Vegetables, Chunky
Applesauce, WW  Bread,
Goldfish Crackers

1/15 - Philly Steak w/
Cheese, Baked Potato, Beets,
Apple Juice, Sherbet, Dinner
Roll

1/16 — Beef & Noodles,
Mashed Potatoes, California
Blend, Peachy Cream, Din-
ner Roll

1/20 - Beef Stew, Tossed
Salad, Grape Juice, Biscuit,
Peach Cobbler

1/21 - Meatloaf, Hash-
brown Bake, Creamed Peas,
Mixed Fruit, Dinner Roll,
Apple Cinnamon Bar

1/22 - Liver & Onions,
Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli,
Oranges & Pineapple, WW
Bread, Graham Crackers,
Alt: Swiss Steak

1/23 - Ham & Swiss
Sandwich, Potato Soup, Mac-
aroni Salad, Mixed Fruit,
Tomato Juice, Crackers

1/26 - Chicken Alfredo
w/Pasta, Broccoli, Fruit
Compote, Tossed Salad, WW
Bread

1/27 - Chili w/Crackers,
Tossed Salad, Tropical Fruit,
Gingerbread, Apple Juice

1/28 - Swiss Steak w/
Gravy, Mashed Potatoes,
Brussel Sprouts, Banana,
Dinner Roll, Oatmeal Raisin
Cookie

1/29 - Pork Chop, Hash-
brown Bake, Beets, Mixed
Fruit, Cookie, WW Bread

1/30 — Salmon Patty, Scal-
loped Potatoes, Pears, Can-
died Carrots, WW Bread,
Fruit Snacks

Innovative Assembly Services, LLC
109 Victory Lane, Antwerp, OH 45813
Phone: 419-399-3886
Email:
InnovativeAssemblySvcs@outlook.com

Family owned business located in
Antwerp, Ohio looking for general labor
associates to do light manufacturing
and assembly. Will provide on the job
training.  Hours are Monday-Friday
from 5:00 am-1:30 pm. Competitive
wages, vacation and personal leave
after probationary period.

To apply contact us via phone or
Lemail

Since 1920
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M°MICHAEL HITS 1,000-POINT MILESTONE

Antwerp Senior Zaine McMichael was not afraid of scoring in
Tuesday night’s match as he achieved his one thousand point
threshold, and was named player of the tournament! More
pictures at engagingexposures.com

(See game results on page 7)

PAULDING AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
WELCOMES KYZER REALTY

The Paulding Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is pleased to
welcome Kyzer Realty as a
new Chamber member and
newest addition to the Pauld-

ing business community.

Kyzer Realty is a locally
owned real estate brokerage
led by Broker/Owner Rita
Bowling, who brings more
than 20 years of industry ex-
perience. The company offi-
cially opens its Paulding office
on January 1, 2026, located at
103 1/2 E. Perry Street on the
downtown square.

To celebrate, Kyzer Realty
will host a ribbon cutting cer-
emony on Thursday, January
15, 2026, at noon. The public
is invited to attend and help
welcome the team to down-
town Paulding. Light refresh-
ments will be provided, in-
cluding  coffee,  cookies,

sandwiches, and beverages.

Kyzer Realty is committed
to becoming actively involved
in the Paulding community
and building strong local con-
nections, reflecting their belief
that real estate is about rela-
tionships as much as it is
about property.

For more information, visit
kyzerrealty.com or call (419)
786-0009.

VAN WERT COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
RECEIVES GRANT SUPPORT
FROM THE VAN WERT
COUNTY FOUNDATION

The Van Wert County
Agricultural Society is pleased
to announce it has received
grant support from the Van
Wert County Foundation. A
grant in the amount of
$14,000 was awarded from the
John D. and Nellie S. Ault
Memorial Fund to support the
Society’s Dairy Barn Preserva-
tion Project.

The Van Wert County
Agricultural Society is grateful
for the continued support of
the Van Wert County Founda-
tion and the John D. and Nel-
lie S. Ault Memorial Fund.

For more information
about the Dairy Barn Preser-
vation Project or the Van Wert
County Agricultural Society,
please contact the Fair Office
at (419) 238-9270.

OHIO STATE’S FARM
SCIENCE REVIEW DRAWS
CROWDS WITH
INNOVATION AND REAL-
WORLD SOLUTIONS

Imagine a soybean farmer
boosting yields and profits
just by changing a planting
date — and using artificial in-
telligence to know exactly
when to make the switch.

That scenario is quickly
becoming a reality thanks to
Agroptimizer, a new Al-pow-
ered decision-support tool
being tested by Laura Lindsey,
soybean and small grains spe-
cialist with The Ohio State
University College of Food,
Agricultural, and Environ-
mental Sciences (CFAES).

Agroptimizer is just one of
many innovations that em-
bodied the theme of the 2025
Farm Science Review: “Trans-
forming Tradition” Held at
the Molly Caren Agricultural
Center in London from Sept.
16-18, Farm Science Review
brought together farmers, in-
dustry leaders, educators and
families to explore the future
of agriculture through tech-
nology, research and hands-
on education.

Attendance reached
112,701, according to Nick
Zachrich, Farm Science Re-
view manager.

“This year’s show brought
a strong sense of optimism,”
Zachrich said. “Even though
markets are tight and weather
has been challenging, the
overall attitude in the ag com-
munity is positive. Farmers
understand that, while they
may not upgrade equipment
or adopt new practices today,
the time is coming.

“Farm  Science Review
helps them prepare for that
future”

Despite ongoing drought
conditions affecting more
than 96% of the state, the 2025
show saw a modest increase in
attendance over last year.

“There were 57,244 visi-
tors just on Wednesday alone,
and we were thrilled to see at-
tendance climb over 112,000
for the show;,” Zachrich said.
“That tells us farmers con-
tinue to see real value in what
we're offering”

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

MOORE REACHES HISTORIC MILESTONE

Raider Nation celebrated with fellow Lady Raider, Lexi
Moore, who achieved her 1,000" Career Rebound at last Sat-
urday’s (Dec. 27") basketball game against Woodlan! More
pictures at engagingexposures.com

(See game results on page 7)

Attendees explored more
than 4,000 product lines and
participated in over 180 edu-
cational sessions presented by
CFAES researchers and Ohio
State University Extension ex-
perts. OSU Extension is
CFAES’ outreach arm.

Drought  preparedness,
crop disease management,
fire safety on farms and farm
succession planning were
some of the key topics this
year at Farm Science Review.
CFAES researchers delivered
actionable guidance to help
producers withstand current
challenges and plan for the fu-
ture.

Aaron Wilson, CFAES
field specialist in agricultural
weather and climate and
Ohios state climatologist,
provided timely insights into
weather variability and long-
term climate trends. Greg
LaBarge, agronomic systems
specialist with OSU Exten-
sion and member of Exten-
sion’s  Agronomic  Crops
Team, highlighted emerging
Al tools to help farmers make
field-specific  decisions on
planting and disease manage-
ment.

With drought conditions
increasing the risk of farm
tires, Dee Jepsen, OSU Exten-
sion state safety leader, led
daily demonstrations on fire
safety, extinguisher use and
emergency response plan-
ning.

“Farm Science Review is a
place where we can reach
farmers and the rural com-
munity with lifesaving safety
information,” Jepsen said.

Attendees could also en-
gage with emergency pre-
paredness tools like the Grain
C.ART. and the Bovine
Emergency Response Plan
trailer, which simulated real-
world rescue situations in-
volving grain bins and live-
stock transport accidents.

Environmental  sustain-
ability was a central theme at

the Gwynne Conservation
Area, a 67-acre outdoor edu-
cation site at Farm Science
Review. From tree and inva-
sive species identification
hikes to pond management
and fly-fishing demos, the
area hosted dozens of hands-
on conservation sessions.

Visitors also had the op-
portunity to learn about the
invasive spotted lanternfly.
Experts led sessions at the
Gwynne that focused on
identifying the pest across its
various life stages — egg
masses, nymphs and adults —
and shared guidance on how
to report sightings, manage
infestations and reduce its
spread.

For high school students,
the Gwynne offered targeted
forestry education to support
FFA competition prep, rein-
forcing the connection be-
tween career exploration and
natural resource manage-
ment.

The next generation was
also front and center at the
Youth Discovery  Center,
where the Ohio 4-H Mobile
Classroom introduced stu-
dents to STEAM (science,
technology, engineering, arts
and math) through robotics,
coding, app design and digital
art. In total, 7,634 students
from 191 schools attended
this year’s show.

“We want students to leave
knowing they can pursue a fu-
ture in STEAM,” said Christy
Millhouse, Ohio 4-H STEM
educator. “Farm Science Re-
view gives them that spark”

From precision AG and
climate tools to immersive
conservation lessons and
youth empowerment, Farm
Science Review 2025 demon-
strated how Ohio farmers are
transforming tradition while
investing in the future.

For more information and
ongoing updates, visit fsr.osu.
edu.

Fave a wedding, engagement on anunivensarny?
Let g frinds and weightors bnow for FREE in
West Bend News (photos are $12 in Uack & white)

4719-255-2000




