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AND THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN ON A
PIECE OF PAULDING HISTORY

The demolition of Pauld-

ing finally took place on Feb-

ers, the Land Bank and PCED

WAYNE TRACE'S BREVEN ANDERSON
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Wayne Trace senior base-
ball pitcher Breven Anderson
is shown signing his letter of
intent to play collegiate base-
ball at Defiance College in
Defiance (OH). Breven will
attend DC and pursue a pre-
veterinary science degree at
the home of the Yellow Jack-

Shown in the picture are
(front, L-R) father Brad An-
derson, Breven Anderson and
mom Audrea Anderson. In
the back row (L-R) are Wayne
Trace assistant baseball coach
Corbin Vance and Wayne
Trace head baseball coach
Ryne Jerome.
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ing Theatre located on W to come to the decision to tear

Perry St. in downtown Pauld-

ruary 21st after a few years of
conversations with the own-
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PPEC MEMBERS DONATE $10,050 TO 8 LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

5 .

The Paulding High School Quiz Bowl Tea
through the co-op’s Operation Round Up program. The funds will go towards hotel and reg-
istration fees for when they compete at Nationals.

Members of Paulding Put-
nam Electric Cooperative re-
cently donated $10,050 to 8
local charities and community
projects through the coopera-
tives Operation Round Up

four decades of experience
in science education, includ-
ing 35 vyears teaching at
Westerville North  High
School in Westerville, OH.
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received a $2,000 donation from PPEC members

Sherwood Mayor and re-
tired science teacher Dave
Weaner will pay a visit to
Sherwood Branch Library,
117 N. Harrison St., on
March 11 from 5:30-6:30
p.m. to give a special presen-
tation on the Great Ameri-
can Eclipse.

The April 8 eclipse will be
the last total solar eclipse
visible in the contiguous
United States until Aug. 23,
2044.

hobby.

In addition to the presen-
tation, attendees can take
part in a pair of eclipse-re-
lated craft activities, while
supplies last. The event is
free and open to all ages. No
registration is needed. The
first 10 families who arrive
will receive a free pair of
eclipse-viewing glasses.

For more information,
contact the library at 419-
899-4343.

Community

Calendar
MON & WED

o Antwerp Comm. Food Pantry
@ Antwerp GMC, 9a-12p

February 26
» DPLS committee meeting @
Defi Library, 3-5pm

February 28
o Lenten Lunch @ 1* Pres.

program. ow ConS;E“Ct‘:’Sn Weaner has more than Church, Paulding, 12p
About 80% of PPEC mem- Asphalt S ing F
i . ruary 2
bers round up their electric . 3\"9'3%"\,5 . M:tal R°°ﬁ‘;‘9‘“ odeling GH Kil;gr;zezsjeemng
H i . n m e :
bill and donate those pennies _PoleBarns ° Bathroo Deadline

to this fund, making a huge
impact in the co-op’s north-
west Ohio and northeast Indi-
ana communities.
Participating ~ members
round up their monthly elec-
tric bill to the next dollar, with
the extra pennies being used
to help fund charities and
groups in their communities.

ALL (260) 570-7322

ROOM ADDITIONS « GARAGES
NEW HOMES & POLE BARNS

(Foundation, Walls & Repair,

Settling, Bowing, Cracking? No problem!

260-403-8949

Licensed * Bonded ¢ Insured

BASEMENTS

Waterproofing)

March 1
« Paulding KofC Fish Fry, 11a-
1p & 4-7p

March 1-3
» Tractor Show, @ Northtowne
Mall, Defiance, OH, Mall
hours; Pedal Pull, Sat., Ipm

Call for Estimates | CDChomeimprovement.com March 2
Each quarter, the funds are .
. « Kids Pedal Pull
dispensed to local causes that
. . @Northtwone Mall,
applied for funding. Defi OH: 1
The most recent donation ehance, UEL 1p
recipients include: March 6

o Antwerp Local Schools;
(Continued on Page 8)

Financial Partners Federal Credit Union, with headquarters in
Woodburn, Indiana is seeking volunteers interested in helping
with the financial well-being of their fellow citizens by serving on
the Board of Directors or Supervisory Committee.

The Board of Directors governs the day-to-day operations of the
credit union while the Supervisory Committee

serves an in-house audit function.
Those interested in obtaining more information may contact
either of the following:

Stan Jones, VP
260-249-3125

Dave Shuey, CEO
260-632-4245

o Lenten Lunch @ 1% Pres.
Church, Paulding, 12p

March 7
» Community Lenten Svc @
Auglaize Chapel, 7pm

March 8
« Paulding KofC Fish Fry, 11a-
1p & 4-7p

March 13
» Hoops 4 Heart @ Antwerp
School, all day
» Lenten Lunch @ 1* Pres.
Church, Paulding, 12p
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OBITUARIES

PAULDING, OH:

Thomas Angel Diaz, age 74,
passed away on Tuesday,
February 20, 2024 at Parkview
Regional Medical Center, Fort
Wayne, IN.

Tom was born on July 17,
1949 in Naranjito, Puerto Rico
to the late Demetrio and Felicita
(Ortiz) Diaz. On November 25,
1972, he married Rita Bakle
who survives. Tom proudly
served his country in the
United States Army during the
Vietnam War. Tom was a
member of the Paulding V.EW.
Post 587, Paulding Knights of
Columbus, and the Maumee
Valley Car Club in Defiance. He
served as a reserve deputy for
the Paulding County and Van
Wert County Sherift's Offices.
Tom served on the Paulding
Village Council for 10 years and
was involved with many other
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community organizations. He
was a devoted member of
Divine Mercy Catholic Parish,
Paulding.

Although Tom was not born
in Paulding, he adopted it as his
hometown when he moved here
in 1974. He could often be
found at Holly Wood & Vine
Cafe in the morning and
McDonald's in the afternoon,
always with his companion dog,
Xena. One of the greatest things
about Tom was that he never
met a stranger. He loved to tell
stories and make people smile
and laugh, especially children.
He was a great friend to anyone
and everyone.

Along with his wife, Rita,
Tom is survived by his two sons:
Anthony "Tito" (Kathryn) Diaz,
Queen Creek, AZ; Demetrius
(LeeAnn) Diaz, Louisville, KY;
twin sister, Carmen (Bill)
Sibillia, Richmond, VA; sister,
Anna (Miguel) Pagan, Parrish,
FL; grandson, Dakota Diaz,
Paulding, OH; great grandson,
Jaxon Diaz; many loving nieces
and nephews.

Mass of Christian Burial will
be held at 11:00 AM. on
Saturday, February 24, 2024 at
Divine Mercy Catholic Parish,
Paulding with Father Austin
Ammanniti officiating. Burial
will take place at a later date in
Pleasant  Grove Cemetery,
Jackson Township with military
rites accorded by the Paulding
V.EW. Post 587.

Visitation will be held from
4:00 PM. - 8:00 PM. on Friday,
February 23, 2024 at Den
Herder Funeral Home with a
rosary service at 7:30 P.M. There
will also be visitation from
10:00 A.M. until time of
services on Saturday at the
church.

The family requests no
flowers or funeral memorabilia.
Please direct any memorial
contributions to the Caring and
Sharing Food Pantry in
Paulding.

Online condolences may be
shared at www.denherderfh.
com.

DPLS PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE TO MEET 2/26

[DEFIANCE] - The Per-
sonnel Committee of the
Defiance Public Library Sys-
tem’s Board of Trustees will
meet Monday, February 26,
2024, from 3-5 p.m. at 311
Fort St, Defiance, OH
(white home across the
street from Defiance Public
Library) to review the direc-
tor and CFO job descrip-
tions, followed by executive

Mr Earl Lee Riser session. Meetings of the
430 Sunrise Blvd 3 board and its committees are
Antwerp, 0H 4581 open to the public.

Get Your Free Estimate

SINGLEY  Todsyt

Construction and Services LLC

-Home Maintenance Services
-Roof Repair

-Fences and Fence Repair
-Power-washing

-Decks and Deck Restoration
-Exterior Painting

-Siding and Soffit

-Gutters and Gutter Cleaning

singleyconstructionandservices.com

Call Shaun!
260-278-1691

Family owned and operated
Since 1999

(Paulding Theatre
... continued from Page 1)

down the derelict structure
that had been a piece of
Paulding history for decades.
Plans are forthcoming about
the future of the lot.

PAULDING THEATRE
REMEMBERED: A GLIMPSE
FROM THE ‘70-°85 ERA

Originally printed in May
2022 in West Bend News
By: Angel Steiner

Larry Tope was a 17 year
old living the teenage life in
the rural village of Paulding in
1970. His parents, Lowell and
Margaret Tope, owned a local
hardware store Down-town
Paulding spending their days
assisting village residents with
all their hard- ware needs.
They would look out their
front windows of the store and
admire the old Grand Theatre
and reminisce about days
gone by. The Tope’s, together
with Bill Straley and Gary
Wobler, decided to resurrect
the whimsy of the old theatre
for the village of Paulding.

The summer of 1970 Larry
remembers spending days
with Ken McMichael and
David Straley (among others)
taking apart the seat- ing to
get them re-upholstered to
their former glory (there were
over 500 seats in the The-
atre!). They re- painted, put
on a new roof and purchased
a new screen for the projec-
tors. The first movie shown in
the new Paulding Theatre was
Disney’s “Apple Dumpling
Gang”. Larry remembers the
line to get in and see this film

was all the way down the
sidewalk to the main inter-
section of Paulding!

A Mr. Haney ran the pro-
jectors, he was the original
projectionist when the theater
opened in the 40s. He ran the
2 projectors seamlessly, he was
the expert. Later on, Paul Lud-
wig took over this position at
the theatre. The theatre was
state of the art with two pro-
jectors, they used a broker in
Cleve- land to get the latest
flick. Depending on the film,
royalties would be anywhere
from 50-70-90 cents per
ticket, and Larry remembers
that a ticket in those days was
only 50 cents! So, it makes
sense that concession prices
had to balance any losses from
the royalties of the film.

Larry remembers there
was a spiral staircase that led
up to a second story office that
had a small screen and
speaker to watch while doing
other office work. Lowell also
was the master of the boiler as
that was a previous profession
of his, especially his time
spent serving in the US Mili-
tary.

Concessions were run by
the local young people of the
area — Dorothy Dix, Sue
Vance, the Kauser twins (just
to name a few) — along with
Larry when he was available
in between school obligations.
Cleaning up the fallen pop-

corn and discarded cups and
candy boxes after the picture
was John Miller.

Paulding Theatre was
managed and operated by the
Topes from early 1970
through about 1984. Some-
time in there, Mr. Wobler and
Mr. Straley were ready to
move on, so the Tope’s bought
out their share of the business
so they could do just that. As
the 80s dawned on the Tope
family, Lowell and Margaret
were empty nesters and de-
cided to start downsizing in
life. They sold the theatre to
Larry Gorrell at that time, and
he used it for a number of
years as an auction house.
Some years later, Gorrell then
sold it to the Vogels who
owned the local bar down the
street. They had hopes of
turning the Paulding Theatre
into a night club. And there
she sat, and sat... waiting for
the dreams of grandeur of the
good old days to be revived
again. Tales of people show-
ing up to purchase some pop-
corn or other concession
goodies even though they
weren't planning to watch the
latest showing along with
other stories about walking
the gangway on the second
story to reach light bulbs
when they needed changed
(that was Lowell’s job) will
now be archived in the memo-
ries of all closely associated
with Paulding Theatre.

VILLAGE OF CONVOY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFERS ECLIPSE SHIRTS

The Village of Convoy His-
torical Society will be offering
Total Eclipse 2024 shirts as a
fundraiser for the approach-
ing Total Solar Eclipse 2024.
For more information about
how to obtain a shirt, Contact
any Historical Society board
member; contact Cindy Hart-
ing: cindyharting@cct-hf.
com, 419-203-1413 ; or con-
tact Sisters Embroidery at Sis-
tersembroidery@hotmail.
com, 419-232-2980

Last date to order is March
10, 2024.

MERCY HEALTH HOSTS
ANNUAL MAN UP! DINNER
EVENT

Mercy Health is proud to
welcome former NFL wide re-
ceiver Roy Hall, Jr,, as the fea-
tured speaker at this year’s
Man UP! program and dinner
- an annual event focused on
mens health issues and
prostate cancer awareness.

Presented by the Mercy
Health Foundation - Tiffin, in
partnership with the Prostate
Cancer Awareness Fund of the

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

Scripture of the Week

“Do not those who plot evil go astray? But those who
plan what is good find love and faithfulness.

— Proverbs 14:22

AMERICA IS THE WORLD
LEADER IN PACKAGING

“Serving overseas as a
small-town boy in America
has been intense, stressful
and humorous! Enjoy a light-
hearted story with me from
our last 20 years overseas!”

—Matt

',f: o

By: MATT’S MISHAPS

Overseas, I do a lot of our
grocery shopping as many
stores do not have parking
lots. Itis easiest for me to pick
up some groceries when I am
out on my motor scooter as I
can park on sidewalks. When
shopping overseas right after
getting back from being home
in Indiana, I realized I had
forgotten shopping bags, and
it is expected that you bring
your own reusable bags to
stores. No problem, I had my
motorcycle helmet bag with
me, which is like a large draw-
string bag made of fleece. I
could put some food in the
back case of my motor
scooter and carry the rest in
my helmet bag.

I was buying food for a
family that was coming over
that evening. I filled my back
case with items and the rest of
the groceries fit in my helmet
bag. Off I went home. About
midway home, I realized
orangish-yellow liquid slosh-
ing on the foot platform of my
motor scooter — a juice con-
tainer was leaking. In the
store I had checked the pour-
ing spouts of all the drinks
that I had purchased and all
were secure. It is not unusual
for poor packaging that
causes drinks and food con-

Even after checking to make
sure the pouring spout was
secure and not opened, it
wasn’t enough as the seal in
the packaging was faulty.
When overseas, we visit a
neighboring country, where
we can’t use the tap water for
safety. However, we have to
make sure the caps on the
bottled water are secure, as
people will fill used bottle
water containers with any
water they can find and then
try to sell it to foreigners.

tents to open up and spill out.
I even check the caps of lig-
uids like milk as I have had
caps opened and the liquids
in the containers half con-
sumed by a thirsty customer
or worker. I didn't drink what
they had left for me in those
half-consumed bottles and
the rest of it made its way
down the sink.

When I got to our apart-
ment, I put the helmet bag in
the sink until I could find the
culprit — an orange juice con-
tainer. I gave all the sticky wet
food items a bath and dried
them off and put them away.

We as small-town Ameri-
cans take for granted that
food and drink will stay in the
packaging until we are ready
to consume them. America
does many things well, but
maybe in the little, yet impor-
tant area of packaging, is
where we shine brightest.

Something similar ever
happen to you. Contact me
and let me hear your story!

mattsmishaps@gmail.com
Matt’s Mishaps, PO BOX 114,
Grabill, IN 46741

Tiffin Community Founda-
tion, Man UP! is a reminder to
men that their health matters.
There is no charge to attend
the event, which will be held
on Monday, March 4 at The
Chandelier Event Center.
“More than half of all men
admit that they don’t regularly
visit a doctor, so Man UP! is
designed to bring health edu-

o

Dhen. Herder

Funeral Home
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LIFE IS FULL OF LOVE, JOY,
PEACE, FUN, EXCITEMENT
AND EXPECTATIONS.

Penny For Your Thoughts
By: Nancy Whitaker

Through my own life and
even today, I make plans, hop-
ing that my event will be
great!

This past week has brought
me not only a sense of disap-
pointment but one of better
understanding of life’s ups and
downs.

Most of my readers may
know me and that I have
played piano since I was 7. I
am not saying I am an accom-
plished pianist but one that
simply sits down and plays.

I had some gigs lined up
for over Valentine’s day and
they were located probably 30
miles away. I ordered me
some black sparkly jeans and
thought I would dress up with
a tuxedo look.

We had also purchased
Johnny Cash tickets for Sun-
day so I was excited and happy
and looking forward to the
week end.

The weekend prior to
Valentine’s day I started feel-
ing nasty. I was battling a
chest cold and almost pneu-
monia. I got meds from the
doctor, but by the next day I
was totally down.

I got very weak and
then called the EMS. It was

quite a job getting me into the
EMS van and I felt a huge
sense of fear.

One I arrived on the scene,
nurses and medics worked on
me and it was discovered I was
bleeding internally.

As the days seemed to go
by, I still had hopes of playing
my gigs I was not allowed any
food for about 3 days and
when I did get a liquid diet,
broth never tasted so good.

After some testing it was
determined I had bleeding ul-
cers.

Arriving home from the
hospital, was a Tuesday and
even though I could barely
move, I thought I was going to

play my gigs and shows.

Well here comes Friday
and cold weather, wind and
snow. No way I was going out
so a cancellation was done.

Saturday was more of the
same weather and I saw my
plans all fall by the wayside.

To make this story short I
cried because of losing my
gigs, but soon a voice came to
me and said “You lost your
gigs, but I saved your life”

I then knew that God pro-
tects us and these little things
don’t matter. It is the opportu-
nity to live which counts.

Thank God

cation to them in a meaning-
ful and entertaining way;” said
Andrew Morgan, president,
Mercy Health - Tiffin Hospi-
tal. “This event was designed
to raise awareness for prostate
cancer and has over the years
expanded its focus to men’s
overall health and wellness.
Together with our partners,
Mercy Health is inviting men,
their families, and the com-
munity to talk about the
health issues they face and
how they can maintain good
health and longevity”

Roy Hall, Jr. is a former
player for The Ohio State Uni-
versity and the Indianapolis
Colts. He is known for his pas-
sionate, no-nonsense, high-
energy messages, which have
unlimited range that empower
audiences to live a successful
and satisfying professional
and personal life.

Roy is also co-founder and
executive director of the
Driven Foundation, a non-
profit organization that pro-
vides basic human needs to

families to combat poverty
and build hope.

In this role he has har-
nessed his power to change
lives and uplift communities.

Mercy Health - Tiffin
Urology specialists will also
be on hand to offer valuable
information and resources.

The  Prostate  Cancer
Awareness Fund was started
to help promote awareness of
this very common disease in
men. Many forms of prostate
cancer can be controlled if de-
tected in their early stages.

According to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society (ACS),
prostate cancer is second only
to skin cancer among men.
Approximately one in seven
men will be diagnosed during
their lifetime. The fund,
started by the Reser family, is
one of several funds within
the Tiffin Community Foun-
dation. It was established in
2011 to provide grants for ed-
ucation and support of
prostate cancer awareness.

BASKETBALL MARATHON

WHERE: PAYNE ELEMENTARY GYM
WHEN: GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 29 &
SATURDAY, MARCH 30

RY DEAD D

A.S5.S
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FOR REGISTRATION INFO OR QUESTIONS CALL 419-769-4708
or EMAIL: BASKETBALL24HOUR@YAHOO.COM

ENTRY FORMS
Available at the following locations:

Paulding Mara-Mart, Paulding * Antwerp
Pit Stop Marathon, Antwerp
Payne Mara-Mart, Payne ° Puckerbrush
Pizzeria, Payne ¢ Grover Hill G-Mart
Marathon, Grover Hill

"44 YEARS PLAYING BALL FOR
THOSE WHO CAN'T”

DA AR 024

ROANOKE ELEMENTARY DONATE 683 PAIRS
OF SHOES TO CHANGING FOOTPRINTS

Roanoke Elementary
School recently collected 683
pairs of new and gently used
shoes for Changing Foot-
prints. Led by 5th grade
teacher Jamilyn PeGan the
441 students reacted enthusi-
astically at a presentation
given in the gymnasium by
Cheryl Brockmann of Chang-
ing Footprints. Over a two-
week period, almost every
student contributed to the
ever-growing pile of shoes. It
was exciting to see the bags
pile up more and more every
day. Roanoke Elementary has
held shoe drives in previous
years as well.

All of these donated shoes
will be paired and sorted into
over 40 categories at the
Changing Footprints ware-
house in New Haven. The
shoes will be placed into ba-
nana boxes and labeled. So-
cial service agencies contact
Changing  Footprints, re-
questing specific types of
shoes, such as “3 boxes of
men’s sizes 9-12, athletic”
Changing Footprints often
delivers 15-20 boxes at a time
to meet the various agencies’
requests. No one is ever
charged for the shoes. Recipi-
ents include the poor and
homeless, shelters, churches
and school systems. Well over
90% of all donations stay in
Northern Indiana.

Changing Footprints is a

100% volunteer, non-profit
organization, without any
paid staff. There are 5 main
distribution locations in Indi-
ana: Rushville, North Indy,
South Indy, Greenfield, and
Northern Indiana. Estab-
lished in 2005, they have dis-
tributed over 600,000 pairs in
the past 18 years. Locally, the
Northern Indiana/Fort
Wayne branch collected over
35,000 pairs in 2023. The new
and used shoes come from a
variety of sources: collection
bins at athletic facilities, local
libraries, physical therapy of-
fices, shoe stores and
churches. Shoe drives by
schools, churches, and busi-
nesses are essential in the ef-
fort to meet the growing de-
mand for gently used shoes.

Changing Footprints ac-
cepts all styles, types and sizes
of shoes, no matter their con-
dition, or even if they are a
single shoe without a mate.
Damaged athletic style shoes
are ground up into play-
ground surfaces and running
tracks by Nike, Zappos and
other companies. Donation
bins can be found by going to:
changingfootprints.org and
clicking on the “shoe drops
tab> If your organization
wishes to run a shoe drive,
please contact Rick Boys at
intj25@hotmail.com.

Donate — don’t trash —
your unwanted shoes

WILDCAT YOUTH 32 ATHLETICS
RECEIVES DONATION

Pictured here are Ty Otto, Vice President, Commercial
Banker, Premier Bank; Dawn Hoellrich, Branch Manager,
Premier Bank Napoleon Main office and Kyle Borstelman,
Project Director, Wildcat Youth 32 Athletics

Premier Bank recently do-
nated a check for $5,000 to
Wildcat Youth 32 Athletics.
The funds will be used to ren-
ovate the youth baseball and
softball field on Glenwood Av-
enue.

“The ballpark on Glen-
wood has aged and dimin-
ished over many years of use.
It is a vital asset to the youth
teams for practices and games
of all ages; explained Kyle
Borstelman, Project Director,
Wildcat Youth 32 Athletics.
“Along with the City of
Napoleon, we concluded that
if major renovations to this
ballpark were not accom-
plished soon, the ballpark may
have become unusable. How-
ever, thanks to the generous
support of our community

partners like Premier Bank, we
have had success in securing
funding for the project”

“We are proud to support
the Wildcat Youth 32 Athletics
through this capital improve-
ment project. Soon, Napoleon
youth and the local commu-
nity will have new and im-
proved facilities to develop,
train and compete against
other Northwest Ohio and
surrounding area teams,” said
Trish Gelsomino, Foundation
Giving Coordinator, Premier
Bank. “Together we can spread

kindness and make the
Napoleon community
stronger!”

For more information re-
garding Wildcat Youth 32 Ath-
letics, please call 419-261-
1429.
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MILITARY HISTORY IN
PAULDING COUNTY

By: Mark Holtsberry

Orval Cletus Lehman was
born December 6, 1894 in
Payne, Ohio. The son of
William Elmer, born 1870 in
Ohio and Elnora Ella (White)
Lehman, born 1876 in Ohio.
This couple was married April
20, 1893 in Paulding, Ohio. By
1900, this Lehman couple had
three children. Orval C. born
1894, Clara J. October of 1896
and Merit Ray born February
7, 1899. As a side note, Clara
went on to become teacher in
the public school system for
44 years, alright back on
track! The family was living in
Benton Township. William
was a farmer. His brother,
Samuel H. Lehman also lived
with this family.

By 1910, the Lehman fam-
ily grew by four more chil-
dren. Leona M. Born 1901,
William Hobart 1903, Emil
John April 21, 1905 and Mil-
dred Elnora February 25,
1908. This family was living in
Paulding on Harrison Street.
William was a teacher at
Paulding Schools. Orval was
in school as well as most of his
brothers and sisters.

On June 5, 1917, Orval
went to the Paulding precinct
and registered for the draft.
He was working as an assis-
tant cashier at the Payne State
Bank. He was single, medium
height, slender build, brown
eyes and dark hair. Orval's
brother, Merit, registered Sep-
tember 12, 1918. Medium
height slender build, blue
eyes, dark hair, single and still
in school. He was not selected
for service.

On May 25, 1918, Orval
joined the National Army out
of Paulding. He served in the
159th Depot Brigade until
June 16, 1918. He then trans-
ferred to Battery D. 1422 Field
Artillery until July 16, 1918,

A
b

The Paulding County Veteran’s Service Office
= is dedicated to aiding Paulding County veterans
and their families in time of need.

There are two basic services the agency provides:

1 - EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - Provide
short term financial assistance to eligible veterans and their
families who demonstrate a need. This includes, but is not
limited to, food, gas, mortgage/rent and assistance with
utility payments.

2 — CLAIMS ASSISTANCE - Provide services for veterans
and other claimants for help with VA claims for any federal,
state, or local benefits.

We also provide reimbursement for the cost of transportation
to VA medical facilities in our area, or in the case where the
veteran cannot drive himself, we will provide a driver.

Our office hours are Tuesday thru Friday,
9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Arrangements can be made for after
office hours appointments
Any questions, please call 419-399-8285

then transferred to Quarter-
master Corp. He was pro-
moted to Sergeant October
30, 1918. He was honorably
discharged December 26,
1918.

Orval met a gal named Ce-
cilia Anita Radenbaugh, and
on June 25, 1919 they married
in Paulding. She was the
daughter of Francis P. and
Cyrentha Geneva Raden-
baugh from Harrison Town-
ship. In 1920, Orval and Ce-
cilia were living in Payne on
North Main Street.

Orval was working as a
cashier at the State Bank. On
November 3, 1921, Orval was
surprised with the birth of a
brother. Harry Allen Lehman.
On December 19, 1921, Orval
and Cecilia were blessed with
the birth of a daughter, Mar-
jorie C. By 1930, the Lehman's
were still living in Payne on
North Main Street and Orval
was still a cashier at the bank.
On May 9, 1934, a son, Edwin
C. was born.

By 1940, still living in
Payne, Orval was working as
an insurance agent. Daughter
Marjorie was a senior at the
Payne school. In 1942, Orval
registered for the World War
Two draft. At his age of 48, he
was not selected, but his
brother, Harry, who registered
February 16, 1942, was se-
lected. He was a Corporal in
the Marine Corp. serving with
Company E. 2nd Battalion,
6th Marines. Harry was
wounded at the Marianas Is-
land's.

In 1944, Orval's mother,
Elnora, passed away. She was
buried in Lehman Cemetery.
A year later, in 1945, Orval's
father, William, passed away
was buried beside Elnora.

By 1950, Orval, Cecilia and
son Edwin, were living in
Payne. Orval was a sales man-
ager for a real estate company.
On October 9, 1952, Orval
passed away at the Lutheran
Hospital in Ft. Wayne. He
passed away due to heart dis-
ease. He was buried in
Lehman Cemetery. In 1988,
Cecilia joined him.

|
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Editor’s Note: We here at the
West Bend News print all “Let-
ters to the Editor” because we
believe that everyone has a
Constitutional right to freedom
of the speech and press. In say-
ing that, we do not hold agree-
ment with the content that is
printed. We are just the mes-
sengers. However, any letters
that attack a person rather
than the discussion will not be
printed. The name of the per-
son who wrote the letter is
placed at the end of each arti-
cle. To be considered for publi-
cation, letters must be no
longer than 1000 words, and
you must provide a name
along with a phone number
and/or address to confirm va-
lidity of content for our read-
ership area. You can respond
or submit a new letter by email,
USPS or fax.

Responses need to be re-
ceived by Thursdays at 5:00
p.m. to be considered for the
next publication. We reserve
the right to edit for length, con-
tent and worthiness.

email: info@westbendnews.
net

fax: 419-258-1313

USPS: West Bend News

PO Box 1008

Antwerp, OH 45813

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What is the price of
progress in Paulding Vil-
lage?

As development ramps up,
will we see our children, dis-
abled neighbors, and long-
term neighbors of 20+ years
forced out of their homes? It's
a harsh reality we can't ignore.
We must look closer at our de-
cisions and ensure they are
equitable and just. Are we
putting profits and parking
spots over the livelihoods of

our fellow citizens? Consider
this: what if you were given
just three days' notice to va-
cate your home after years of
paying it off with no compen-
sation given back?

Would you willingly sign
over the deed to your house
because the property was be-
ing sold for a parking lot?

Where would you go? And
let's not forget the bigger pic-
ture. Our county is already
facing an occupancy crisis,
with limited housing options
and skyrocketing prices. We
must slow down and think
about our decisions' impact
on the people who call Pauld-
ing Village home and the chil-
dren who attend our local
school. It's time to put people
first and prioritize their needs
over the interests of develop-
ers.

AsI conclude, I want to en-
courage the residents of
Paulding to embrace progress.
Inaction will only lead to fur-
ther decline of our village.
However, let's not rush
progress. Thoughtful plan-
ning is vital to ensure that we
make the right decisions. It's
disheartening that we must
demolish the Theatre and two
other buildings, but we must
do so to prevent further dete-
rioration. Additionally, we
now must acknowledge the
displacement of the residents
on the other side of the Vil-
lage. A SEPARATE project
that is in the development
works that I have not seen
many talking about..

As a community, it is im-
portant that we come together
and engage in constructive di-
alogue to address the ongoing
issues. We can work collabo-
ratively to find a fair and equi-
table solution for all parties
involved. Let us approach this
with a spirit of openness and
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willingness to listen to each

other's perspectives to move

forward toward a mutually
beneficial outcome.

—Andrea Schlueter,

Paulding, OH

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I have been made aware
that a tree decorated for their
CHRISTmas tree event back
in the fall had to be removed.
The person presenting the
tree was very upset that her
entry was not allowed.

Hands of Hope had deco-
rated a tree with beautiful pic-
tures of Pre-Born babies. Ul-
trasound pictures of some of
God's most precious gifts. She
was told that someone was of-
fended and that someone got
emotional with the sight of
these pictures. She was told to
take them down, and at one
point was also told "this isn't a
Pro-Life Rally".

I realize that Xmas has be-
come a secular gathering for
many Godless people in our
country, but personally, I can
think of nothing more Pro-
Life than a festival of
CHRISTmas trees leading up
to the birth of our savior.

It was actually a form of
partisan censorship, as no
other decoration was selected
for removal.

—Chuck Schroeder
Paulding, Ohio

ANTWERP ™
CONSERVATION CLUB

SMITH & KNIGHT GIVEN
TITLE OF HONORED LIFE
MEMBERS AT ACC

The Antwerp Conserva-
tion Club is proud to an-
nounce that long-time execu-
tive committee members
Kevin Smith and the late Mike
Knight were given the title of
Honored Life Members. Each
year this honor is given to
members who have provided
exceptional service to our

club.

The West Bend News is
published weekly for residents
of northeast Indiana and
northwest Ohio. The
publication is wholly owned by
West Bend Printing &
Publishing Inc.

Subscription  information
for the West Bend News follows:
If you would like to have the
West Bend News newspaper
delivered to your home,
subscriptions are $58.00 per
year. The newspapers are

available for free at pickup
locations throughout Northeast
Indiana and Northwest Ohio.
All content submitted &
printed in the West Bend News
becomes the property and

copyright of West Bend
Printing and Publishing Inc
corporation. Any and all
reproduction requires prior
consent by the Publisher. Any
submissions may be edited or
rejected by the editor.

HOW CAN WOMEN
BRIDGE THE
RETIREMENT GAP?

March 8 is International
Women’s Day, a day for cele-
brating all the accomplish-
ments of women around the
globe. But many women still
need to make up ground in
one key area: retirement secu-
rity.

Women’s challenges in
achieving a secure retirement
are due to several factors, in-
cluding these:

o Pay gap - Its smaller
than it once was, but a wage
gap still exists between men
and women. In fact, women
earn, on average, about 82
cents for every dollar that
men earn, according to the
Census Bureau. And even
though this gap narrows con-
siderably at higher educa-
tional levels, it’s still a source
of concern. Women who earn
less than men will likely con-
tribute less to 401(k) plans

and will ultimately see
smaller ~ Social ~ Security
checks.

« Longer lives — At age 65,
women live, on average, about
20 more years, compared to
almost 17 for men, according
to the Social Security Admin-
istration. Those extra years
mean extra expenses.

o Caregiving responsibili-
ties — Traditionally, women
have done much of the care-
giving for young children and
older parents. And while this
caregiving is done with love, it
also comes with financial sac-
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rifice. Consider this: The av-
erage  employment-related
costs for mothers providing
unpaid care is nearly
$300,000 over a lifetime, ac-
cording to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor — which
translates to a reduction of
15% of lifetime earnings. Fur-
thermore, time away from the
workforce results in fewer
contributions to 401(k) and
other employer-sponsored re-
tirement plans.

Ultimately, these issues
can leave women with a re-
tirement security deficit. Here
are some moves that can help
close this gap:

« Contribute as much as
possible to retirement plans.
Try to contribute as much as
you can afford to your 401 (k)
or similar employer-spon-
sored retirement plan. Your
earnings can grow tax de-
ferred and your contributions
can lower your taxable in-
come. (With a Roth 401(k),
contributions  arent  de-
ductible, but earnings and
withdrawals are tax free, pro-
vided you meet certain condi-
tions.) At a minimum, con-
tribute enough to earn your
employer’s matching contri-
bution, if one is offered, and
try to boost your contribu-
tions whenever your salary
goes up. If you don't have ac-
cess to a 401(k), but you have
earned income, you can con-
tribute to an IRA. Even if you
don’t have earned income, but
you have a spouse who does,
you might be eligible to con-
tribute to a spousal IRA.

« Maximize Social Security

benefits. You can start taking
Social Security at 62, but your
monthly checks will be much
bigger if you can afford to
wait until your full retirement
age, which will be around
66%. If you are married, you
may want to coordinate your
benefits with those of your
spouse — in some cases, it
makes sense for the spouse
with the lower benefits to
claim first, based on their
earnings record, and apply for
spousal benefits later, when
the spouse with higher bene-
fits begins to collect.

o Build an emergency
fund. Try to build an emer-
gency fund containing up to
six months’ worth of living
expenses, with the money
kept in a liquid account. Hav-
ing this fund available will
help protect you from having
to dip into your retirement
accounts for large, unex-
pected costs, such as a major
home or car repair.

Its  unfortunate,  but
women still must travel a
more difficult road than men
to reach retirement security.
But making the right moves
can help ease the journey.

This article was written by
Edward Jones for use by your
local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor.

Edward Jones,
SIPC

Member

Call or Email your
classified ad today!
419-258-2000
info@westbendnews.net
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GMC WRESTLING MEET

Raider Nate Osborn picked

76 N

up his 100 win at the GMC

wrestling tournament on February 17, 2024. Photo by Carrie

Kimmel.

During the Green Mead-
ows Conference on February
17th, the Wayne Trace
Wrestling program ended the
day with four placers. Addi-
tionally, senior Nate Osborn
achieved his 100th career win
following his first match of
the day.

In the 113-pound weight

class, freshman Colton Kim-
mel ended the day as a first-
time GMC Champion. In the
semi-finals, Colton pinned
opponent Airus Davinport of
Fairview. For the finals match,
Colton defeated Josh Bishop
of Tinora by pin in 1:54.
Dominating  the  126-
pound weight class, junior

Archer ‘ Kamren Johnson finished in 3rd at the GMC
wrestling tournament on February 17, 2024. Photo by Lions
Eye Photography.

Corbin ~ Kimmel  rolled Ayresville in just 1:21. For the
through his competition. In  semi-final match, Corbin won
the  quarterfinal  match, by pin over Jacob Bishop of

Corbin pinned Logan Siwa of ~ Tinora in 5:11. For the finals

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net
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WT freshman Colton Kin;él made is GMC dbut and tl-

lied a 1** place on February 17, 2024. Photo by Carrie Kimmel.

match, Kimmel won by tech
fall over Levi Hess of Edger-
ton with a final score of 15-0.
Corbin is now a three-time
GMC Champion.

Senior  Graiden Troth
competed in the 157-pound
weight class and won his sec-
ond GMC Championship. In
the first match of the day,
Troth pinned Carter Hill of
Fairview in 1:45. Advancing
to the semi-finals, Graiden
defeated Miles Doster of
Antwerp by pin in 1:21. For
the finals match, Troth pinned

Alan Griffiths of Paulding.
Nate Osborn wrestled in
the 190-pound weight class
for the conference matchup.
Osborn won the first match
by pin over Daniel Fleming of
Hicksville in 2:31. In the
semi-finals, Osborn lost to Eli
Berner of Ayresville with a
score of 12-8. Osborn domi-
nated the consolation semi-fi-
nal match by pinning
Antwerp wrestler Maddilan
Doster in just 43 seconds. For

(Continued on Page 8)
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STOLLER LEADS WT TO OUTRIGHT TITLE

Raider Senior Kyle Stoller taps the ball up again and this time
it goes while picking up the third point from the foul shot!
More pictures at westbendnews.net

Paulding sophomore Grady Barton is fouled on the shot and
scores two for the Panthers from the free throw line. More
pictures at westbendnews.net

Wayne Trace wrapped up
the outright Green Meadows
Conference  championship
Friday night as the Raiders

knocked off county rival
Paulding 44-33 at the ‘Palace’

Despite Paulding grabbing
an early 3-2 lead, the red,

we’re neighbors

Antwerp, Ohio
419-258-5351
305 S. Main St.
Antwerp, OH 45813

we’re not just bankers . . .

Payne, Ohio
419-263-2705
102 N. Main Street,
Payne, OH 45880

Harlan, Indiana
260-657-1000
10726 Thimlar Rd
Harlan, IN 46743

Member

FDIC

Porter's Liquidation Sales

aka Porfer’s Auction
19326 Road 60 Grover Hill, Ohio 45849

(419)969-4119 or (419)439-5999
Business Hours: Tues 2-7, Thursday 10-6, Saturday 9-2
Open FRIDAYS 10-5 starting March 1st

CUSTOMERTAPPRECIATION
MARCH 2!°

First Responders receive 10% discount
BLTs & Brats fo be served!

Join the Facehook group to see current deals & inventory!

WE SELL:
housewarejitems?smallfappliances;clothing;

food;itools;health’& beauty, home decor; etc::

white and blue never trailed
again in improving to 17-3
overall and 7-0 in the league.

Wayne Trace posted a 17-
13 advantage after one quarter
before widening the gap to 25-
20 at the midway point. The
Raiders held a 32-27 lead en-
tering the final stanza.

Kyle Stoller paced the
Raiders with a game-high 21
points while Hudson Myers
chipped in seven markers and
Caden Sinn posted six points.

Brady Miller and Carter
Clemens each added four

markers for Wayne Trace and

WT MOVES ON TO SECTIONAL FINAL

Tanner Laukhuf connected on
a pair of free throws.

Paulding was led by
Greyson Harder with nine
points and Casey Agler posted
eight markers.

Blake Rhonehouse (seven),
Grady Barton (six) and Kane
Jones (three) completed the
scoring for Paulding, which
dropped to 11-8 overall and 3-
4 in the conference.

Wayne Trace improved to
16-1 overall on the season and
7-0 in the league with a 32-21
victory over the Panthers.

Junior Harl-)ér Myers adds 3-points to the Raider scoreboard

\ ~— .

in this third quarter! More pictures at westbendnews.net

Wayne Trace outlasted vis-
iting Fort Recovery 35-30
Thursday night in a Division
I girls basketball sectional
semifinal at the ‘Palace’

The visiting Indians led 9-
7 at the end of one quarter be-
fore Wayne Trace posted a 13-
11 halftime advantage. The
Lady Raiders then extended
the margin to 22-17 at the end
of three quarters before hold-
ing on for the victory.

Cali Wendel topped Fort
Recovery with a dozen points
while Sophia Guggenbiller

chipped in seven and Bridget
Homan posted five points.
Karlie Niekamp and Saige
Leuthold rounded out the In-
dian scoring with three points
apiece.

Lexi Moore led Wayne
Trace with 15 to lead the Lady
Raiders while Amber Stoller
posted six points.

Caroline Winans (five),
Harper Myers (five) and Ca-
reen Winans (four) completed
the scoring for the red, white
and blue.

ARCHERS ADVANCE TO
SECTIONAL FINAL

The  Antwerp  Lady
Archers rallied from a two-
point deficit after three quar-
ters to post a 50-46 victory
over Edon in Division IV girls

sectional  basketball  play
Wednesday  evening  at
Antwerp.

Each team bucketed eight
markers in the opening stanza
before Antwerp took a 20-18
advantage at the midway
point of the contest.

Edon then put up 22 points
in the third quarter while the
Lady Archers recorded 18,
giving the visiting Bombers a
40-38 lead entering the final
period.

Antwerp then doubled up
the visitors in the fourth quar-
ter, as the Archers scored a
dozen markers compared to
Edon’s six to set final at 50-46.

Addison Briner and Na-
talie Wofford each scored a
dozen points to lead Edon,
which ends the year with a
record of 7-16.

Jaycea Craven chipped in
eight markers for the Lady

Bombers followed by Neveah
Smith (seven), Gracie Ripke
(four) and Genna Ripke
(three).

Antwerp, which improved
to 12-11 on the season, was
led by Caroline Rohrs with 21
points and Aewyn McMichael
chipped in 18 markers.

Madisyn Peters (four),

Emma Townley (three), Faith
Clem (two) and Briley Bagley
(two) completed the Antwerp
scoring.

aPCBW
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LADY PANTHERS ADVANCE TO
SECTIONAL FINALS

Lady Panthers persevered in their Sectional semi-final match
up against Bluffton on Thursday, February 22nd. The final
score was 50-49 which catapulted Paulding into the Sectional
final game on Saturday, February 24th. Freshman Estie Pease
had a great game at sectional. Here she picked up the
turnover and ran the layup for two points! More photos at
westbendnews.net

8" GRADE GMC CHAMPIONS

On Saturday, February 17th the Paulding eighth grade boys'
basketball team defeated Antwerp to become GMC champi-
ons. Shown in the picture are: Back Row (Left to right): Ridge
Hunt, Tyler Goyings, Zach Barton, Javvon Stiltner, Parker
Egnor, Tyson Manz, Coach Jarod Riley. Middle Row (Left to
right): Kalan Burns, Jarret Griffith, Max Burns, Jack Daeger,
Declan Pittman (manager). Front Row: Sawyer Hunt (man-
ager)

YODER, SMITH LEAD
WARRIORS IN ROUT OVER

Wayne Bishop Dwenger 57-47
on the road Saturday evening.

JAMIE MERRIMAN @
RUSTIC COMFORT
PHOTOGRAPHY

BLAZERS

Trey Yoder scored a game
high 24 points and Braden
Smith added 21 markers to
lead the Woodlan Warriors to a
69-38 non-conference boys
basketball victory Tuesday
night outside of Woodburn.

The win over the Blazers
was the first of two victories for
Woodlan last week as the War-
riors also slipped past Fort

Woodlan is now 13-7 over-
all on the season and the War-
riors finished 4-2 in ACAC ac-
tion this season.

Eastside is now 8-13 on the
year with Johnson topping the
Blazer effort with 11 points.

Acquaviva added eight
markers for Eastside and Min-
nick chipped in six markers.

Fort =~ Wayne  Bishop
Dwenger drops to 7-14 overall
with the loss to the Warriors.

TUESDAY & THURSDAY

MY1027.0RG
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Cap Henry takes a hard flip. Action Photos Ohio

Sheldon Haudenchild #17 battles Buddy Kofoid. Action Pho-
tos Ohio

By: Ron Burt

Hammer Down

If you're on Facebook and
like local racing, Scott Ham-
mer, the public address an-
nouncer at Oakshade Race-
way and driver of the #8
Dominator Stock, has a
Thursday night racing show
with fellow driver and racecar
builder Ron Miller. They
cover the area tracks, inter-
view drivers, and recap the

Tyler Courtney gets first Highimit win. Action

Photos Ohio

races. The show starts at 7PM
and last one hour. It’s the best
weekly coverage of our area
tracks. If you miss the broad-
cast, you can replay it any-
time.

If you're on TikTok I post
racing reels from area race-
tracks. If you like to see dif-
ferent types of race cars, I in-
vite you to check out the
Ohio Sports Blitz. I upload
different reals I don’t put on

HIGH SCHOOL

Men & Women’s Basketball
SCORES & MORE
20 Conferences:
9:30 610:30PM

ohio Sport Blitz Facebook Live with Ron Burt

www.facebook.com/
ohiosporisblita

Tim & Victor Klopfenstein
657-5700 shop

% KLOPFENSTEIN REPAIR %
AUTO » TRUCK  FARM » INDUSTRIAL

Major & Minor Repairs © Complete Vehicle Maintenance
AC Service & Repair
Diesel Service ® Complete Engine Rebuilding
DOT Inspections ® ASE Certified Staff

19718 Notestine Road
Woodburn, IN 46797
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Archer Miles Doster finished in 3rd at the GMC wrestling

.

tournament on February 17, 2024. Photo by Lions Eye Pho-

tography.
(Continued from Page 6)

the third-place match, Osborn
was defeated with a score of4-
1 by Cole McStoots of
Fairview.

From Antwerp Archers
GMC wrestling results from
Ayersville:

Kamren Johnson 3rd at 3-1
with 3 pins

Skyler Octaviano 2nd at 1-
1 with 1 pin

Miles Doster 3rd at 3-1
with 1 pin

Griffin Kosch 0-2

Caleb Laker 4th at 1-2

Maddilan Doster 0-2

Jarod Traxler 4th at 1-2

Paulding took the 2nd
place at the GMC Tourna-
ment at Ayersville. Top per-
formers  today included:
Champions  Stroker  Etter
(132#); Nico Moreno (106#),
2nd Place; Jesse Shaffer
(150#); Alan Griffiths (157#),
3rd Place; Adan Zacarias
(138#); Kobe Foor (215%), 4th
Place; Landon Dasher (126#);
Eli Jones (144#); Josh
LeMieux (165#)

Look for Sectional results
in next weeks West Bend
News!

my Ohio Sports Blitz Face-
book page.

By now most race fans
know William Byron won the
66th annual Daytona 500 last
Monday at Daytona Interna-
tional ~ Speedway  after
NASCAR's premier race was
delayed one day by rain. By-
ron edged his Hendrick Mo-
torsports teammate Alex
Bowman as a crash broke out
just as Byron took the white
flag for the final lap. Officials
immediately threw a caution
flag, and the checkered flag
followed, giving Byron his
first Daytona 500 win. This is
the kind of win most race
fans don't like to see, a race
won on a caution flag.
Rounding out this year’s top
five, 2nd Alex Bowman, 3rd
Christopher Bell, 4th Corey
LaJoie, and Bubba Wallace.
Of the 40-car starting field
this year 19 have raced at Flat
Rock and Toledo Speedways
at least once in their careers.
That's 47% of the field, in-
cluding the 2023 defending
Daytona 500 Champion
Ricky Stenhouse Jr.

The 47th season of the
Worlds Greatest Show on
Dirt, with the World of Out-
law Sprints opened their 2024
season with the annual 4-
night series at Volusia Speed-
way Park in Barberville, FL.
The “Big Cat” Brad Sweet
took the opening night

checkered flag. He led all 25
laps to cash in on a
$12,000.00 payday. Tyler
Courtney made a strong chal-
lenge but Sweet fought him
off and made his 91st trip to
Victory Lane with the series.
The next evening February
7th, David Gravel made it
look easy picking up his first
feature win of the season. On
night number 3, Tyler Court-
ney on the last lap and final
turn was able to sneak by
Abreu and cross the finish
line and pick wup his
$12,000.00 check. The fourth
and final night of the Na-
tional saw Sheldon Hauden-
schild pick up his 35th career
victory with the World of
Outlaws, his 3rd Gator Tro-
phy and $20,000.00 for the
win.

The High Limit Sprint Car
Series planned to open their
season February 12th at East
Bay Raceway. Mother Nature
had other ideas. February
13th, the divers did double
duty and were forced to race
two events back-to-back. The
matinee saw “Yung Money”
Kyle Larson get the win and
the night-cap was won by
Tyler Courtney. It was his
first win in the new High
Limit Series. Until next week,
keep your wheels down. Ron
out! ohiosportsblitz@yahoo.
com

(Continued from Page 1)

$1,000 to provide funding for
the junior class trip to Wash-
ington D.C.

o Leaders of Tomorrow 4-
H Club; $850 to purchase T-
shirts for the Paulding County
Fair

o Off the Streets Van Wert
County; $1,200 to provide
funding for security deposits
to get homeless families hous-
ing

o Paulding Chamber of
Commerce (Leadership in
Action  groups  service
project); $2,000 to repaint
structures at the Paulding
Reservoir Park

o Paulding High School
Quiz Bowl Team; $2,000 to
provide funding for hotel and
registration for students to
compete at Nationals

o Paulding Soil and Water
Conservation District; $1,000
for the Paulding County Trails

Project

o Putnam County 4-H
Council; $500 to purchase
Farm Safety Day T-shirts

« Van Wert Middle School;
$1,500 to purchase Mak-
erspace supplies

Photos of each recipient
can be found on PPEC’s Face-
book page.

Operation Round Up was
started in 2010 as a way to give
back to PPEC’s communities.
Groups in both Ohio and In-
diana can apply.

Organizations can apply
for Operation Round Up as-
sistance by contacting Pauld-
ing Putnam Electric Co-op’s
Marketing and Communica-
tions Manager Samantha
Kuhn at skuhn@ppec.coop or
visiting www.ppec.coop/oper-
ation-round. If you want to
participate by rounding up
your monthly bill, call PPEC’s
office at 800-686-2357.

Phone: 419-258-2000 * Email: info@westbenanews.net

ANTWERP POLICE REPORTS

On February 8, a resident
requested an officer to assist
with getting into the resi-
dence as it was all locked up.
Officer assisted with gaining

entrance.

On February 9, a hit/skip
accident was reported at the
Oasis parking lot.

On February 9, a resident
from the county reported he
lost his wallet at Dollar Gen-
eral. The wallet was described
as tan in color with red let-
ters.

On February 9, officer was
called to Antwerp school for
a vehicle unlock.

On February 10, the police
department was contacted for
a dog running loose at
Antwerp school. The officer
located the dog and returned
it to the owner.

On February 10, Antwerp

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
HICKSVILLE PIANNING COMMISSION

The Hicksville Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on an application
for a Zoning Change on Thursday, March 14, 2024, starting at 6:00 pm in the
office of the zoning inspector, located at 108 N. Main St. Hicksville, OH.

The application, submitted by BT &P Investments, is a request to rezone parcel
#E060027000143, Hillbrook Estates Addition, with a physical address of 701
Spencerville Street. The lot is presently zoned R-4 Single Family, Two Family,
Multiple Family. The request is to rezone to R-8 Multiple Family Dwelling.

—DMike Bailey,
Zoning Inspector
Village of Hicksville

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Village of Hicksville
Meadow Lane Water Service Replacement

Bids for the Meadow Lane Water Service Replacement project will be
received by the Village of Hicksville at the Council Chambers, 111 South
Main Street, Hicksville, Ohio 43526, until Wednesday, March 6, 2024 at
10:00 a.m. local time. At that time the Bids received will be publicly
opened and read.

The Project includes the following Work: The replacement of 25 water
services along Meadow Lane and Beverly Drive in the Village of
Hicksville.

Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be found and
downloaded at the following website: choiceoneengineering.com/
projects-out-for-bid. All official notifications, addenda, and other Bidding
Documents will be offered through the designated website. Neither Owner
nor Engineer will be responsible for Bidding Documents, including
addenda, if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office of
Choice One.

For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications,
procedures, and contract award, refer to the Instructions to Bidders that
are included in the Bidding Documents.

The bid notice is also available at www.villageofhicksville.com/gov.

Owner:  Village of Hicksville
By: Cory Wann

Title: Village Administator
Date: February 19, 2024

ON-LINE SHERIFF’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

Ohio Revised Code, Section 2329.153
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, Plaintiff,
Vs.
BRANT SAMUEL VERFAILLIE, ET AL., Defendants,
Case No. CI23 085
Pursuant to an Order of Sale in the above-entitled action, the following real estate
will be offered for sale:

830 North Walnut Street, Paulding
Parcel Number: 30-27S-073-00

A full legal description of this property is on record at the Paulding County
Recorder’s Office located in the Courthouse or at: www.uslandrecords.com

Said premises appraised at One Hundred Eight Thousand and No/100
($108,000.00) Dollars and cannot be sold for less than two-thirds of that amount on
the first sale date.

The first sale date will be on the March 21, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. All bidders must
be registered with RealAuction for on-line bidding at:

https://paulding.sheriffsaleauction.ohio.qgov.

Registration and deposits must be completed at least one week before the
date of sale.

In the event this property does not sell on the above date, a second on-line
auction will be held on April 4, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. On this date, there will be no
minimum bid. However, the purchaser will be responsible for any costs, allowances,
and taxes which the proceeds of the sale are insufficient to cover.

The appraisal of this property was completed without an interior inspection.
Neither the Sheriff's Office nor the appraisers are responsible for the condition of the
property at the time the purchaser takes possession.

Purchasers are advised they have no legal right to access this property until the
Sheriff's Deed has been filed with the Paulding County Recorder’s Office.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of Five Thousand and No/100 ($5,000.00) Dollars
will be due at the time of the sale. Balance of the purchase price shall be paid before
the deed is recorded.

The successful bidder will have Thirty (30) days from the sale date to obtain an
examination of title at their expense, if so desired. Should such examination
disclose the title to be unmarketable by any defect in the court proceedings or the
existence of any outstanding interest rendering the title unmarketable, the
successful bidder has Thirty (30) days to file a written motion requesting the sale be
set aside. If the court finds the title unmarketable, the court will refuse to confirm the
sale or fix a reasonable time, not to exceed Ninety (90) days, within which the defect
of title may be corrected.

Taxes shall be prorated to the date of the sale and paid from the sale proceeds.

Sheriff Jason K. Landers
Paulding County, Ohio
www.pauldingohsheriff.com

Carrie L Davis, Attorney for Plaintiff

GGG
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Police Department assisted
EMS with a squad run at the
bank.

On February 11, officers
were called in reference to a
juvenile threatening to harm
himself.

On February 16, Antwerp
Police Officer contacted the
village administrator in refer-
ence to the roadways becom-
ing slick.

On February 16, Antwerp
Police Department delivered
a letter to a resident on
Daggett St. on a time line for
junk vehicle to be towed.

On February 17, it was re-
ported that a vehicle had ran
over a mail box on N Main St.
An officer responded and in-
vestigated the incident. The
driver was located and issued
a citation.

On February 18, Antwerp
Police Department assisted
EMS with a squad run in the

village.

On February 20, a records
request was made for reports
that an individual was in-
volved in from 2023.

On February 20, Antwerp
Police Department received a
call from property owner that
had received a junk notice.
The property owner in-
formed the police depart-
ment the junk vehicles in
question would be removed
that day.

On February 20, Antwerp
Police Department was con-
tacted by an investigator in
reference to inappropriate
photos being sent to a juve-
nile from an adult

On February 21, a call was
made to the Antwerp Medi-
cal Center threatening the
employees. An investigation
was conducted and an arrest
warrant was issued for the in-
dividual who made that

threat.

2/26 Antwerp Police de-
partment was contacted by
the sheriff in reference to de-
liver a letter to a resident

If you would like to report
any suspicious activity or if
you have any questions,
please contact the Antwerp
Police Department, 419-258-
2627. They are always ready
to serve the residents of the
Village of Antwerp!
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Village of Cecil regular
council meetings are held
on the 4th Monday of
each month at 7:00 p.m.
in the Cecil Firechouse
community room.

If you would like to be
added to the agenda
please contact the village
of Cecil Clerk at 419-
399-0520 or via email
villageofcecil@yahoo.
com

The unaudited financial
records for 2023 have
been completed and are
available for inspection
by contacting Carlene
Turner clerk for the vil-
lage of Cecil at 419-399-
0520 or via the village
email villageofcecil@ya-
hoo.com

HICKSVILLE VILLAGE ORDINANCE 2024-01

AN ORDINANCE REZONING LOT 55 OF
EDGERTON’S FIRST ADDITION IN THE
VILLAGE OF HICKSVILLE, OHIO AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
WHEREAS, PDM Rentals has requested
that certain property located within the
Village of Hicksville, Defiance County, Ohio
be rezoned to Single Family, Two Family,
Multiple Family (R4);

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Appeals
and Planning Commission, after notice and
hearing, have recommended that the
rezoning be allowed on June 1, 2023; and
WHEREAS, the Council believes it would
be beneficial to rezone the property to
Single Family, Two Family, Multiple Family
(R4) and the official zoning map of the
Village of Hicksville, Ohio shall be revised
to indicate the zoning change to Single
Family, Two Family, Multiple Family (R4).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by
the Council of the Village of Hicksville,
Ohio:

SECTION 1: The property described on
"Exhibit A", attached hereto, shall be
rezoned to Single Family, Two Family,
Multiple Family (R4) and the official zoning
map of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio shall
be revised to indicate the zoning change to
Single Family, Two Family, Multiple Family,
R4)):

SECTION 2: This Ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the peace, health, welfare
and safety of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio
and for the further purpose that this
Ordinance is necessary to meet the
required time deadlines involved in the
statute and shall, therefore, take effect and
be in full force and effect upon its passage
and approval by the Mayor.

MICHAEL BARTH, MAYOR
ATTEST:

CHERYL SMITH, FISCAL OFFICER
passed 01/2/2024

ON-LINE SHERIFF’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE

Ohio Revised Code, Section 2329.153
US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, Plaintiff,

vs.
BETH ANN DAVENPORT, ET AL., Defendants,

Case No. Cl 23072

Pursuant to an Order of Sale in the above-entitled action, the following real estate

will be offered for sale:

5774 SR 500, Payne
Parcel Number: 17-35B-012-00 and 17-35B-013-00

A full legal description of this property is on record at the Paulding County
Recorder’s Office located in the Courthouse or at: www.uslandrecords.com

Said premises appraised at Sixty Thousand and No/100 ($60,000.00) Dollars
and cannot be sold for less than two-thirds of that amount on the first sale date.

The first sale date will be on the March 7, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. All bidders must
be registered with RealAuction for on-line bidding at:

https://paulding.sheriffsaleauction.ohio.gov.

Registration and deposits must be completed at least one week before the

date of sale.

In the event this property does not sell on the above date, a second on-line
auction will be held on March 21, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. On this date, there will be no
minimum bid. However, the purchaser will be responsible for any costs, allowances,
and taxes which the proceeds of the sale are insufficient to cover.

The appraisal of this property was completed without an interior inspection.
Neither the Sheriff's Office nor the appraisers are responsible for the condition of the
property at the time the purchaser takes possession.

Purchasers are advised they have no legal right to access this property until the
Sheriff's Deed has been filed with the Paulding County Recorder’s Office.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of Five Thousand and No/100 ($5,000.00) Dollars
will be due at the time of the sale. Balance of the purchase price shall be paid before

the deed is recorded.

The successful bidder will have Thirty (30) days from the sale date to obtain an

examination of title at their expense, if so desired. Should such examination
disclose the title to be unmarketable by any defect in the court proceedings or the
existence of any outstanding interest rendering the title unmarketable, the
successful bidder has Thirty (30) days to file a written motion requesting the sale be
set aside. If the court finds the title unmarketable, the court will refuse to confirm the
sale or fix a reasonable time, not to exceed Ninety (90) days, within which the defect
of title may be corrected.

Taxes shall be prorated to the date of the sale and paid from the sale proceeds.
Sheriff Jason K. Landers

Paulding County, Ohio
www.pauldingohsheriff.com

James L. Sassano, Attorney for Plaintiff

HICKSVILLE VILLAGE ORDINANCE 2024-04

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE
VILLAGE  FISCAL  OFFICER TO
TRANSFER FUNDS

WHEREAS, the Village Fiscal Officer has
determined that it is necessary to transfer
certain funds from the General Fund to the
Police and Fire Pension Fund and the Capital
Projects Fund, and

WHEREAS, Council must approve the
transfer pursuant to Ohio Revised Code
Section 5705.14,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by
the Council of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio:
SECTION 1: The Village Fiscal Officer is
hereby authorized to transfer Fifty Thousand

Dollars ($50,000) from the General Fund to
the Police and Fire Pension Fund.

SECTION 2: The Village Fiscal Officer is
hereby authorized to transfer Five Hundred
Thousand Dollars  ($500,000) from the
General Fund to the Capital Projects Fund.
SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect
and be in full force from and after the earliest
period allowed by law.

MICHAEL BARTH, MAYOR
ATTEST:

CHERYL SMITH, FISCAL OFFICER
passed 02/5/2024

HICKSVILLE VILLAGE ORDINANCE 2024-06

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE
FISCAL OFFICER TO TRANSFER FUNDS

WHEREAS, the Village Fiscal Officer has
determined that it is necessary to advance
certain funds from the General Fund to the
Fire/EMS Levy Fund, and

WHEREAS, Council must approve the
advance pursuant to Ohio Revised Code
Section 5705.14,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by
the Council of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio:
SECTION 1: The Village Fiscal Officer is
hereby authorized to advance Fifty

Thousand Dollars  ($50,000) from the
General Fund to the Fire/EMS Levy Fund.
SECTION 2: That this Resolution shall take
effect, and be in full force and effect, from
and after its passage and approval by the
mayor.

MICHAEL BARTH, MAYOR
ATTEST:

CHERYL SMITH, FISCAL OFFICER
passed 02/5/2024

HICKSVILLE VILLAGE ORDINANCE 2024-02

AN ORDINANCE REZONING LOT 314 PT,
LOT 317 PT, LOT 344 AND LOT 80 OF
AUDITOR'S PLAT IN THE VILLAGE OF
HICKSVILLE, OHIO AND DECLARING
AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Vick Lilly has requested that
certain property located within the Village of
Hicksville, Defiance County, Ohio be
rezoned to Single Family, Two Family,
Multiple Family (R4);

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Appeals
and Planning Commission, after notice and
hearing, have recommended that the
rezoning be allowed on June 8, 2023; and
WHEREAS, the Council believes it would
be beneficial to rezone the property to
Single Family, Two Family, Multiple Family
(R4) and the official zoning map of the
Village of Hicksville, Ohio shall be revised
to indicate the zoning change to Single
Family, Two Family, Multiple Family (R4).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by
the Council of the Village of Hicksville,
Ohio:

SECTION 1: The property described on
"Exhibit A", attached hereto, shall be
rezoned to Single Family, Two Family,
Multiple Family (R4) and the official zoning
map of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio shall
be revised to indicate the zoning change to
Single Family, Two Family, Multiple Family,
(R4)):

SECTION 2: This Ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the peace, health, welfare
and safety of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio
and for the further purpose that this
Ordinance is necessary to meet the
required time deadlines involved in the
statute and shall, therefore, take effect and
be in full force and effect upon its passage
and approval by the Mayor.

MICHAEL BARTH, MAYOR
ATTEST:

CHERYL SMITH, FISCAL OFFICER
passed 01/2/2024

HICKSVILLE VILLAGE ORDINANCE 2024-03

AN ORDINANCE REZONING LOTS 171
and 172 OF AUDITOR'S PLAT IN THE
VILLAGE OF HICKSVILLE, OHIO AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Moffatt Industries LLC has
requested that certain property located
within the Village of Hicksville, Defiance
County, Ohio be rezoned to Light
Manufacturing (M-1), Heavy Manufacturing

WHEREAS, the Council believes it would
be beneficial to rezone the property to Light
Manufacturing (M-1), Heavy Manufacturing
(M-2) and the official zoning map of the
Village of Hicksville, Ohio shall be revised
to indicate the zoning change to Light
Manufacturing (M-1), Heavy Manufacturing
(M-2).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by
the Council of the Village of Hicksville,
Ohio:

SECTION 1: The property described on
"Exhibit A", attached hereto, shall be
rezoned to Light Manufacturing (M-1),
Heavy Manufacturing (M-2) and the official
zoning map of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio
shall be revised to indicate the zoning
change to Light Manufacturing (M-1),
Heavy Manufacturing (M-2):

SECTION 2: This Ordinance is hereby
declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the peace, health, welfare
and safety of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio
and for the further purpose that this
Ordinance is necessary to meet the
required time deadlines involved in the
statute and shall, therefore, take effect and
be in full force and effect upon its passage
and approval by the mayor.

MICHAEL BARTH, MAYOR
ATTEST:

CHERYL SMITH, FISCAL OFFICER
passed 01/2/2024

HICKSVILLE VILLAGE ORDINANCE 2024-5
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, the Council of the Village of Hicksville, Ohio has reviewed
the Annual Appropriations Ordinance and feels that it is necessary to
amend certain fund account totals to reflect the actual amounts to be

Hicksville, Ohio:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of

Section1: The Annual Appropriations Ordinance Number 2023-18 in

appropriated, the amount of $2,480,695.48 will be amended reflect the following
changes:
Original/Amended Budget Amt. Proposed Budget Amt. Amount of Change
1000-820-0007  Donations-Frisbee Golf $1750.00 $3100.00 $1,350.00
1000-820-0008  Donations-K9 Unit $500.00 $31108.00 $30,608.00
2131-110-225  Ohio Police & Fire Pension Fund $77138.26.00 $82070.30 $4,932.04
Total Amended Appropriations: $594,005.00

Section 2: This ordinance is declared to be an emergency and
therefore take effect and be in full force immediately upon
its passage and approval by the Mayor.

DATED: 02/20/24
MICHAEL BARTH, MAYOR
CHERYL SMITH, FISCAL OFFICER
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Constitution.

15. Washington's THIS
warned against political
factionalism and foreign
alliances.

Down

1. He established the tradition
of presidential advisory
THESE.

2. A popular anecdote about
Washington's honesty as a
child was a story of THIS.

6. He was appointed THIS of
the Continental Army by
the Continental Congress.

8. Washington was a
prominent member of THIS
organization.

9. He served THIS LONG as

n

Across

3. He led the Continental
Army during the American
Revolutionary War as
THIS.

4. He oversaw the
construction of THIS but
never lived there.

5. Washington plaﬁed a key
role in drafting the U.S.
Constitution as one of

7. George Washington was
the first THIS of the United
States.

10. Washington's treaty with
Great Britain, attempting to
avoid war in the 1790s.

12. Washington is often
referred to as THIS for his President, setting a

role in its four'lding. ) precedent for future
13. Washington's plantation presidents.

home in Virginia. 11. Washington led a military
14. Washington supported the  expedition to HERE in
creation of these to the U.S. 17%)4_

solution on page 11

Your Local Bank in Paulding

103 South Main St. « Paulding, OH
45879

419.567.1075

NOTICE OF ON-LINE SALE UNDER
JUDGMENT OF DISCLOSURE OF
LIENS FOR DELINQUENT LAND TAXES

Revised Code, Section 5721.19.1
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO
In the Matter of Foreclosure of Liens for delinquent land taxes:
LOU ANN WANNEMACHER, TREASURER
PAULDING COUNTY, OHIO, Plaintiff,
VS.

LISA ROSS aka LISA CAPERTON, ET AL., Defendants,
Case No. CI 23 112

Whereas, judgment has been rendered against certain parcels of real property for

taxes, assessments, penalties, costs and charges as follows:
North First Street, Oakwood
Parcel Number: 10-09S-009-00; 10-09S-010-00; and, 10-09S-008-01

A full legal description of this property is on record at the Paulding County
Recorder’s Office located in the Courthouse.

The opening bid is Three Thousand Six Hundred Thirty-nine and 55/100
($3,639.55) Dollars, sufficient to cover pro-rated taxes, assessments, penalties,
costs and charges of this suit.

Whereas, said judgment orders such real property to be sold by the undersigned
to satisfy the total amount of said judgment;

Now, therefore, public notice is hereby given that I, Jason K. Landers, Sheriff,
Paulding County, Ohio, will sell such real property at public auction to the highest
bidder of an amount sufficient to satisfy the judgment against each parcel on
Thursday, March 28, 2023 by on-line bidding at:

(RealAuction) https:/paulding.sheriffsaleauction.ohio.gov. Registration and a
Ten and No/100 ($10.00) deposit must be completed at least one week before
the date of the sale.

If this parcel does not receive a sufficient bid, it shall be offered for sale on-line,
under the same terms and conditions of the first sale on April 11, 2023 for the same
minimum bid.

Bidding begins on scheduled Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. An auction will be
conducted for each individual property/court case. After a property is sold, the nex
scheduled sale will begin.

The purchaser will be required to pay recording costs and transfer fee with the
balance of the purchase price after the sale has been confirmed.

Purchaser(s) are advised they have no legal right to access this property until the
Sheriff's Deed has been filed with the Paulding County Recorder’s Office.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ALL SUCH REAL PROPERTY TO
BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION MAY BE SUBJECT TO A FEDERAL TAX LIEN
THAT MAY NOT BE EXTINGUISHED BY THE SALE, AND PURCHASERS OF ANY
SUCH REAL PROPERTY ARE URGED TO SEARCH THE FEDERAL TAX LIEN
INDEX THAT IS KEPT BY THE COUNTY RECORDER TO DETERMINE IF
NOTICE OF A FEDERAL TAX LIEN HAS BEEN FILED WITH RESPECT TO ANY
SUCH REAL PROPERTY.

Sheriff Jason K. Landers

Paulding County, Ohio
www.pauldingohsheriff.com

Joseph R. Burkard, Prosecuting Attorney
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PJHS PAULDING PRIDE CARD RECIPIENTS

Each month students at Pauldmg Junior ngh School earn Pauldmg Prlde cards for gomg
above and beyond what is normally expected of Paulding Junior High students. Shown in the
picture are the Paulding Pride card recipients for the month of January.

WAYNE TRACE’S DYLAN HERSHBERGER
PUNCHES TICKET TO JUNIOR HIGH STATE

the JH state tournament.

On February 18, 2024,
Dylan Hershberger traveled
to the Oregon District tour-
nament to compete against
15 other competitors in the
176-weight class. In the full
16-man bracket, Hersh-
berger had to place in the
top 6 to guarantee his trip to
the Junior High State Tour-

JH Panther wrestler Dylan Hershberger battles for his spot in

nament. After a long day of
competition, Hershberger
was able to punch his ticket
to the OAC State Tourna-
ment.

In the first round of the
day, Hershberger lost to Ja-
son Harner with a score of 5-
0, pushing him into the con-
solation bracket. Battling

22319 Ward Rd., Woodburn, IN
46797 « 260-632-1065
ewsllc@emypeople.net

eicherwoodworkingshop.com

- Granite & Formica &
Quartz Countertops
+ And Much More

» 3600 Square Ft. Store
& Display

back for a chance at place-
ment, Hershberger was able
to defeat Kaden Roberts in a
close match with a final
score of 2-0. Moving for-
ward, the eighth grader won
by a major decision score of
13-2 over Ashton Lampman.
Keeping the momentum go-
ing, Dylan won 11-0 over
Nathan White. Maddox
Schneider pinned Hersh-
berger in 2:47, before send-
ing him into the final match
of the day. Hershberger was
victorious over Michael
Griffiths by pinning him in
2:38 and finishing in 5th
place overall. Dylan’s ability
to wrestle back through the
consolation bracket secured
his spot for the state tourna-
ment.

Jerrick  Johnson also
competed in the district
tournament in the 102-
pound weight class. In the
first round of the day, John-
son was defeated by Hunter
Klasch with a final score of
8-7. Following a bye, John-
son was able to pin Garett
Kizer in just 38 seconds. Jer-
rick was also able to pin his
next opponent, Rylin Davis
in just 28 seconds. In the
next round, Johnson suc-
cessfully defeated Conall
Gannon with a final score of
10-6. Following a series of
wins, Johnson was pinned
by Thomas Reesman in 20
seconds and beaten by
Nathan Janakovich with a fi-
nal score of 9-0. Jerrick
ended the day in 8th place in
the tournament and an alter-
nate to the state tournament.

Other wrestlers from
Wayne Trace included Brax-
ton  Schnipke, Brennan
Miller, and Brock Knowles.
Good luck to Dylan as he
prepares for the Junior High
State Tournament! The OAC
State Tournament will be
held on March 16th and
17th in Youngstown at the
Covelli Center.

PHYSICIAN PLEASED TO BE
PRACTICING BACK HOME
IN AUBURN AGAIN

Michael Kooistra, Jr., MD,
has joined Parkview Physi-
cians Group (PPG) - Family
Medicine in Auburn and is
welcoming patients at his of-
fice, 1306 E. 7th St., Suite A.

“Dr. Kooistra has a great
deal of experience to share
with patients, and we are
pleased he wants to continue
to live and practice in
DeKalb County;” said Tasha

Eicher, market president,
Parkview Health Northeast
and Ohio. “He will be an ex-
cellent healthcare partner for
our patients”

Dr. Kooistra has been a
primary care physician in the
northwest Ohio and north-
east Indiana area for more
than 25 years. He has pro-
vided family medicine, pedi-
atric, obstetric and geriatric
care, and performed a vari-
ety of traditional surgery and
endoscopic procedures for
patients in Auburn,
Hicksville, Edgerton and
Angola. He has practiced in
hospital environments, nurs-
ing homes and several pri-
mary care offices.

Kooistra completed his
internship and residency in
family medicine, with ob-
stetrics, at Memorial Hospi-
tal of South Bend. He re-
ceived his medical degree

from Indiana University
School of Medicine in Indi-
anapolis.

He pursued his under-
graduate studies at Taylor
University, Upland, majoring
in biology and minoring in
chemistry. He graduated
cum laude with a pre-med
bachelor’s degree.

Kooistra is board certified
by the American Board of
Family Medicine. He is a
member of the American
Academy of Family Physi-
cians, the Christian Medical
and Dental Association, and
the Indiana State Medical
Association.

In addition, Kooistra is a
certified medical examiner.

As a young man in north-
west Indiana, he had planned
to work in his family’s small-
town flooring and interior
decorating business, but col-
lege set him on a different
path. Encouraged by an aca-
demic advisor, he explored
medicine as a career option
and found himself called to
serve as a physician.

Since 1998, Auburn has
been Kooistra’s home while
he practiced at various loca-
tions across the region. Over
time, he has come to appreci-
ate the towns distinctive his-
tory, convenient location,
size, amenities and residents.

“I enjoy smaller commu-
nities like this one because I
can get to know the people of
the town over time,” he said.
“I see them in my office, but
also at the store, school
events, church, and other
places on a routine basis. I've
been able to put down roots
and feel like a part of the
community, more so than in
a city”

Forging those relation-
ships is what Kooistra enjoys
most about caring for indi-
viduals of all ages and back-
grounds, as well as their fam-
ilies.

“I enjoy the full spectrum
of family medicine,” he said,
“taking care of patients from
birth to advanced age. As a
provider, I meet patients
where they are in their health
journey, get to know them
and treat them as if they were
a friend or family member”

Outside of work, Kooistra
and his wife, Cheryl, enjoy
taking walks with their dog,
Archie. In addition, golf, hik-
ing, biking, fishing and
church activities keep them
busy, as well as spending
time with their several chil-
dren and grandchildren who
live in the area.

Dr. Kooistra is seeing new
patients. Call 260-925-1255
for questions and appoint-
ment scheduling.
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ARCHERS CRUISE TO WIN OVER RAMS

The first basket after the half time is by Senior Carson Al-
timus adds 3-points to the Archer side of the score board!
More pictures at westbendnews.net

Antwerp wrapped up the
Green Meadows Conference
portion of the schedule with a
6-1 record after cruising to a
63-48 win over Tinora Friday
night.

The blue and white posted
a 13-4 lead at the end of eight
minutes and expanding the
margin from there, pushing
the lead to 28-17 at the inter-
mission.

Antwerp widened the
margin to 49-31 at the end of
three periods before settling
on the 63-48 victory.

A trio of Archers reached
double digits in the contest,
led by 19 from Zaine
McMichael and 16 more by
Landon Brewer. Carson Al-
timus also hit twin digits with
a dozen markers.

Camden Fuller contrib-
uted eight points for the blue
and white with Reid Lichty
posting six and Ben Savina
scoring one bucket.

With the win, Antwerp
improved its overall record to
19-2.

Owen Ackerman paced
Tinora with 17 points while
Aiden Rittenhouse and Adam
Spychala each contributed a
dozen markers for the Rams,
who fall to 7-11 in all games
and 4-2 in the league.

Josh Lieb chipped in three
points for the green and white
while Connor Welling and
Alex Homier picked up a bas-
ket apiece.

In the junior varsity con-
test, the Archers posted a 43-
16 decision over the Rams.
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MARKETING PROGRAM PARTNERSHIP

HELPS BUSINESS

Pictured in photo are Angel Steiner (West Bend), Mandy
Miller (Antwerp Pharmacy), and Kristen Schilt (Paulding
County Economic Development) standing in front of the
Pharmacy’s new building signage.

The Village of Antwerp has
seen an awesome transforma-
tion on South Main Street,
where  small  businesses
Antwerp Pharmacy and More
than Boutique have found
their new home for well over a
year. If you've been by recently,
you have also seen the eye-
catching signage on the build-
ing that houses the Antwerp
Pharmacy. This enhancement
is due in part to the marketing
support program that is avail-
able for Paulding County small
businesses, offered by the
Paulding County Economic
Development (PCED) office.

“Our marketing program is
a really great tool for our mem-
ber businesses to have their
current business marketing
strategies assessed. From that
assessment, they receive a tai-
lored proposal that lists differ-
ent marketing ideas they can
pursue on their own, or with
the assistance of different part-
ners, like West Bend Printing
and Publishing, Natural De-
sign and Graphics, or any
other business they want to
work with” says Kristen Schilt,
PCED Office Manager.

Schilt introduced Antwerp
Pharmacy owner Mandy
Miller to the program during
the Paulding County Career
Day expo last spring. Choos-
ing to use the program, she
was able to acquire a branded
tablecloth to use for future dis-

plays and job fair events.
Miller appreciated the simplic-
ity of working with local busi-
nesses, adding, "I could priori-
tize what I needed the most
and then make that idea a real-
ity all while keeping the money
we spent local."

Miller continued to praise
the local program for making
it easy to develop the signage
for their new building, "We de-
cided that the new sign was the
most important item that was
discussed (in the assessment
meeting)." With remaining
funds, she partnered with West
Bend Printing and Publishing
to design a banner-style sign,
featuring the pharmacy's logo,
services, location, and contact
info. Impressively, West Bend
installed it within a day.

The local marketing busi-
ness is excited for the opportu-
nity to work with, and share
their talents, with others,
“West Bend Printing & Pub-
lishing has found this market-
ing program to be very helpful,
for not only businesses looking
to expand their marketing
reach with useful tools, but it
has also opened doors for the
spread of our client-base as
well," stated co-owner Angel
Steiner. "After being in busi-
ness for almost 20 years, Bryce
(Steiner, co-owner) and I are
sometimes perplexed that so
many still don’t know West
Bend is more than just the

Classified Ads
Sell it in the Classifieds!
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b Classified ads are $8.50 for 20 words or less
® and $.15 for each additional word.

° Bold is $1.00 additional.

® Ph: (419) 258-2000 ¢ Email: info@westbendnews.net
° P.O. Box 1008, Antwerp, OH 45813

° Classifieds MUST be paid up front!!

TIMBER WANTED:
Specializing in walnut
trees and hardwood
trees. Buyer of standing
timber. Call Gary Keegan
517-296-4601 51-50p

CLASSIFIED ADS:
CHEAP AND EASY. EMAIL
TO INFO@WESTBEND-
NEWS.NET

WANTED: Old
postcards,
coins, railroad
watches,
lectibles,
pens, stamps,
magazines, records.
Paulding by the jail.
(419)399- 3353 or txt
419-786-9514. tf

NEED SIGNS NOW? Get
plastic, metal, posters and
more! Call West Bend
Printing, 419-258-2000

FOR RENT: Small
apartment in Antwerp,
OH. 419-487-1945 9-10p

toys,
jewelry,

items,
military col-
antiques,
comics,

FOR SALE: Coffee
Grinder. $300bo. 419-258-
0656. tf

NEW BARIATRIC
WALKER, 300lb+ capac-
ity, $1000bo. Call 419-
399-3215 after 5pm. 8-9

FOR SALE: 1979 John
Deere 2040. Beautiful
green tractor from 1979
WITH front end loader,
runs well. Instant start up.
Independent PTO. Weighs
6500lb w/wheel weights,
Rear Hydraulic remotes, &
quick hitch! Rear R1 Tires
like new! only $12000.
Skid Steer Quick attach &
bucket bracket for $1000.
Call 419-258-0127.

FORT DEFIANCE An-
tiques: 402 Clinton St.
Downtown Defiance,
OH. Hours M-Sat 10-5.
419-782-6003 tf

DESIGN - PRINT - AD-
VERTISE: West Bend Print-
ing can get you what you
need FAST! 419-258-2000.

DEADLINE FOR CLASSI-

FIEDS IN WEST BEND
NEWS IS FRIDAYS AT
12NOON!

newspaper. Clients are excited
when they find out they can
get marketing tools, like sig-
nage, personalized invoices,
etc. made right here in Pauld-
ing County! We want to thank
PCED and this marketing pro-
gram for helping expand small
businesses  in  Paulding
County”

The program is a collabora-
tive  effort  from  the
OhioMeansJobs (OM]) office
of Defiance and Paulding
County, and  facilitated
through the PCED office. The
program is geared toward
small businesses with less than
10 employees.

“OhioMeansJobs Defiance
& Paulding Counties is thank-
ful for the funding opportu-

nity, through the Greater Ohio
Workforce Board, to allow
OM] Defiance & Paulding to
help assist businesses with this
tailored marketing opportu-
nity. OM] Defiance & Paulding
is also appreciative of the con-
tinued partnership with PCED
and their promotion and sup-
port of this wonderful oppor-
tunity; shared Tiffany Rock-
hold, Workforce Supervisor
for OhioMeansJobs Defiance/
Paulding Counties.

For more information
about the program, or to con-
firm your business qualifies for
assistance, contact PCED Of-
fice Manager Kristen Schilt at
office@pced.net or call 419-
399-8295.

FAIRVIEW FFA COMPETES IN PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST

Pictured above (I-r): Miguel Garcia, Cheyenne Zeedyk, Eliza-

beth Bok, Samantha Mavis

By: Elizabeth Bok

On January 29th, four
Fairview FFA Members trav-
eled to Ayersville High School
to compete in the Subdistrict
Public  Speaking  Contest.
Miguel Garcia and Elizabeth
Bok competed in the Extempo-
raneous Division. For this divi-
sion, participants draw three
agriculture-related topics and
then pick one of those topics to
give a speech about. They then
get 30 minutes to prepare a 4-6
minute speech to present in
front of judges who will score
the speech and then ask follow-
up questions on the topic.
Cheyenne Zeedyk competed in
the Advanced Prepared Divi-
sion. She wrote and practiced a
speech on an agricultural topic
of her choice. Cheyenne then

gives her speech from memory
to the judges and they score
her. Samantha Mavis partici-
pated in the Creed Speaking
Contest. Samantha memorized
the five paragraphs of the FFA
Creed and then recited it to
judges who scored her accuracy
and her speaking ability.
Miguel, Cheyenne, and Saman-
tha all won their divisions and
Elizabeth got 3rd in her divi-
sion. The Fairview FFA Chap-
ter hosted the district competi-
tion which Miguel, Cheyenne,
and Samantha got to compete
in. Miguel placed 5th, Saman-
tha placed 7th, and Cheyenne
placed 2nd in her division.
Cheyenne will get to move on
to the State Public Speaking
Contest on March 2nd in
Columbus.
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ONE OF THE GREATEST
STARS EVER

Harry sat on top of the
garage roof, trying to figure
out what he was doing. He was
completely baffled, he knew
nothing of what he was trying
to accomplish. He had con-
tracted to build a state of the
art recording studio for Sergio
Mendes. Harry was out of
work and desperate so he had
pretended that he was an ex-
pert builder.

He had gone to the library
and gotten a book about build-
ing, but it wasn't as easy as it
looked. He had been the first
in his family to go to school,
but he flunked out of college,
and now he was getting des-
perate. He had been bullied in
grade school, and just could
not shake his misfortunes. In
college he simply could not
find anything he liked, but
near the end he had found
something that appealed to
him, but it was too late. He had
taken a course in acting, and
had been terrified on stage,
and had to work to overcome
his fear. He had moved to Hol-
lywood thinking about trying
to get a role in movies. Now he
was an expert builder.

He completed the job so
well that other stars started
hiring him. James Cann,
Richard Dreyfuss, Sally Keller-
man and he became the
builder for the stars. Spiraling
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Crossword solution
from page 9

porches, bookshelves, any-
thing that needed to be done.
He bought himself a house
and remodeled it, and became
friends with some of the best
Hollywood could offer. His
friends had encouraged him to
try acting, so he took a job in
Vaudeville making $125 a
week. He found he really en-
joyed acting.

Then he tried to find parts
in movies, and was successful
doing small parts. He only
took the parts he liked, and
because he was a builder he
could pick and choose because
he already was successful. He
landed a part in the movie,
"Indiana Jones." He was Han
Solo the smart aleck villain.
Then Tom Selleck quit, and he
became the James Bond char-
acter in the series of movies.

By now you should know
that we are talking about the
actor Harrison Ford. His di-
rector thought he was not
handsome, but contained a
quality that you just could not
lay your hands on, nor match.
He played well up into later
life, and contained a quality
which seemed to be ageless. A
young man who didn't seem
to fit in anywhere, became one
of the biggest movie stars of
his day.

—James Neuhouser

The Village of Hicksville is accepting applications and resumes for a
Zoning and Building Official. This position is responsible for
enforcing all zoning, ordinance and building regulations and issues
necessary permits and is also the CRA Officer. Responds to
inquiries from the public and other agencies. Must have a high
school diploma or GED. Required to have a valid Ohio driver’s
license. A BCI background check and drug screen is required.
Please contact the Village Administrator with any questions at
viladmin@defnet.com or 419-542-6138
THE VILLAGE OF HICKSVILLE IS AN E.O.E

"FULLTINE LABORER  ILAGE OF HICKS

The Villagfe of Hicksville is currently accepting applications for a Full — Time
Laborer. This position will be responsible for mowmglof Village owned
properties and the maintenance of those properties. This position is also
required to assist in all of our public works departments. Responsibilities
include but not limited to assisting with brush, limb, and leaf pickup, snow/ice
removal, painting, and vehicle maintenance. This position is eligible for
benefits that include medical, dental, vison, OPERS. " Individual must have a
valid Ohio driver's license, a BCI background check and drug screen is
required. Applications are at the Village of Hicksville Municipal Building or by
downloading the application at www.villageofhicksville.com.

For questions please contact the Village Administrator 419-542-6138 or
viladmin@defnet.com

THE VILLAGE OF HICKSVILLE IS AN E.O.E

WHOLESALE « RETAIL

Trusses you can
TRUST & Service
you can depend on!

‘S by oz efop oy
seelwhylweivelbecomelthelshop)
tolbuildjyouritrusses®

Farm ¢« Commercial » Residential
260-627-0933  grabilltruss@gmail.com

fax# 260-627-0934
WWW.GRABILLTRUSS.NET
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KLOPFENSTEIN, ROGERS INTRODUCE BILL
TO MODIFY COUNTY ENGINEER VACANCIES

State Representatives Roy
Klopfenstein ~ (R-Haviland)
and Elgin Rogers (D-Toledo)
today introduced legislation
to modify procedures for fill-
ing county engineer vacan-
cies.

The legislation seeks to aid
counties in finding more qual-
ified individuals to run for
county engineer and establish
new opportunities for coun-
ties that are unable to fill an
engineer vacancy.

The proposed legislation
will:

« Grant county commis-
sioners the authority to con-
tract with engineers from
other counties to fill vacant
positions in the county engi-
neer's office for the remainder
of the term if they haven't
been able to fill the vacancy
through either election or ap-
pointment.

o Eliminate the pay dis-
crepancy for engineers who
also maintain a private prac-
tice.

“This legislation mirrors
similar provisions that exist
for county coroners, which
has proven to be invaluable

when a county is unable to
find someone to fill a vacant
office; said Klopfenstein.
“The key distinction in this
legislation is the stipulation
that the county with the va-
cancy must compensate the
contracted engineer at the
same rate as they would their
own engineer.”

“Our bipartisan legislation
will give communities across
the state the resources they
need to fill county engineer
vacancies,” said Rogers. “T am
proud to work alongside our
county governments to find
effective solutions”

The measure awaits a bill
number and committee as-
signment.

TWO NEW HAVEN
WRESTLERS MAKE HISTORY

Two New Haven High
School wrestlers made school
history on Saturday, February
16th at the IHSAA State finals
in Evansville, IN.

Easton Doster, wrestled in
the the 1441b bracket, won his
title match with a score of 6-4,
bringing this Bulldog grappler

:CHOP SHOP
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N ATS  PRODUCE - BAKED

HOURS:
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TUES-FRI, 9-7
SAT-SUN, 10-6

4422 Bull Rapids Rd. Woodburn, IN 46797

Ph: 260-632-0707

PRICES GOOD 2/27-3/3

SALE PRICES WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

MEAT
MARKET

4422 Bull Rapids Road
Woodburn, IN 46797

EBT PAYMENTS
ACCEPTED HERE!

Julianna Ocampo,
weight class

Easton Doster, 1441b weight
class

to ending his junior year with
an undefeated record: 39-0.

Also a junior, Julianna
Ocampo stamped her name in
the IHSAA history books at
the Evansville arena by being
the first female to place at the
State finals. She took the 6th
place spot on the podium at
the end of her day.

Great season to the New
Haven Bulldogs!

NSCC RAISES $24,000
FOR STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIPS AT
“PURSES FOR A PURPOSE”
PURSE BINGO

Northwest State Commu-
nity College recently hosted a
“Purses for a Purpose” purse
bingo event at the Archbold
campus on Friday, February
9th. The sold-out event raised
$24,000 for NSCC student
scholarships  through the

STYLE RIBS

. LB J \_

NSCC Foundation.

“FRIEND-RAISING AND
FUNDRAISING”

The proceeds from the
purse bingo event will directly
benefit NSCC Foundation
scholarships.  NSCC  has
awarded nearly $2 million in
total Foundation scholarships
over the past two years. “The
NSCC Foundation continues
to explore ‘friend-raising’ and
fundraising opportunities to
raise awareness and funding
for student scholarships, and
our team worked hard to put

this fun purse bingo event to-
gether for the community;
said Robbin Wilcox, Execu-
tive Director of the NSCC
Foundation. Wilcox also
thanked the event sponsors
and donors for their part in
making the event a success.

TRACTOR SHOW IN
DEFIANCE

March 1-3 there will be a
tractor show at Defiance
Northtown Mall, Defiance,
OH.

There will be a Kids Pedal
Pull on Saturday, March 2 at
1:00 p.m.

Raffle tickets will be avail-
able during the show, with the
winner being drawn Sunday
at 4:00 p.m.

FREE POPCORN!!

For information call Randy
Goyings 260-348-6708.

CEREAL

539

Phone: 419-258-2000 °

Email: info@westbenanews.net

THIS WEEK ON

PCBW: RUSTIC

COMFORT PHOTOGRAPHY

Join us this week on
PCBW as we hear from Jamie
Merriman, owner of Rustic
Comfort Photography. Listen
to how in just a year this local
business has gone from con-
ception to taking photographs
on a national level. Learn how
this local entrepreneur is
looking to help with the his-

tory of Cecil and the county.
Tune in every Tuesday and
Thursday at 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
You can also hear this episode
and past episodes online at
www.my1027.org/paulding-
county-business-weekly/.
This episode is also available
wherever you get your pod-
casts. #pauldingcountystrong

FAMILY SIZE
CINNAMON
TOAST CRUNCH

$05

( RED BARON )
PIZZA MELTS

7
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FULLY COOKED

HORMEL )

BACON

5LB
BAG

\.

LUCKY CHARMS

999
J
PILLSBURY )

SOFT BAKED

COOKIES

5999

32 OZ

DELI SPECIALS
OF THE WEEK
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KITCHEN READY

BEEF OR CHICKEN
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CHICKEN
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INDIANA KITCHEN

SMOKED
BACON
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2.5LB
BAGS
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'\ ( PERFECT FOR AIR FRYERS! )

ASSORTED
FROZEN ITEMS

JIMMY DEAN )
BREAKFAST
BOWLS

70Z
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5929

7

ECKRICH
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RAW BREADED

NATHAN'S A

CAJUN-STYLE
TURKEY BREAST

NASHVILLE HOT-STYLE
CHICKEN BREAST

BREAD FLOUR

5LB
BAG

fal

POPCORN
SHRIMP ROUNDS

TAIL OFF

CONEY ISLAND
PRETZEL DOGS

1 Ib box




